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THIRD READING

Bill No: SBXI 3

Author: Wiener (D) and Gabriel (D)
Introduced: 1/20/25

Vote: 21- Urgency

SENATE BUDGET & FISCAL REVIEW COMMITTEE: 10-0, 1/22/25
AYES: Wiener, Niello, Allen, Cabaldon, Gonzalez, Laird, Ochoa Bogh,
Richardson, Wahab, Weber Pierson

SUBJECT: Budget Act of 2024
SOURCE: Author

DIGEST: This bill is a Budget Bill Junior associated with the Budget Act of
2024. This bill makes substantive changes to the Budget Act.

ANALYSIS: This bill makes changes to the Budget Act of 2024

1) Appropriates $4 million one-time General Fund to the Department of Housing
and Community Development for a grant program for local governments in
areas impacted by the January 2025 wildfires to provide additional planning
review and building inspection resources for the purpose of expediting building
approvals for homeowner rebuilding. The funds are available for encumbrance
until June 30, 2028.

2) Appropriates $1 million one-time General Fund to the Department of General
Services ($250,000 for the Division of the State Architect and $750,000 for the
Office of Public School Construction). The funds will be used to provide
assistance to the Los Angeles Unified School District, Pasadena Unified School
District, and any impacted charter schools located within those school districts,
to rebuild and recover school facilities damaged as a result of the January 2025
wildfires. Funds are available for encumbrance through June 30, 2026.
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3) Appropriates up to $1 billion in one-time General Fund for augmentations to
departments and agencies, subject to Department of Finance approval, for use in
accordance with allowable uses of the Disaster Response-Emergency
Operations Account in areas of the state affected by wildfire states of
emergency that were declared by the Governor in January 2025. Funds shall be
available for encumbrance until the state of emergency declaration is
terminated, or on a date determined by the Department of Finance.

a)

Allowable uses include, but are not limited to, emergency protective
measures, evacuations, sheltering for survivors, household hazardous waste
removal, assessment and remediation of post-fire hazards such as flash
flooding and debris flows, traffic control, air quality and water and other
environmental testing, and other actions to protect health, protect the safety
of persons or property, and expedite recovery.

b) Augmentations shall be made no sooner than three days following the

transmittal of the approval to the chairperson of the Joint Legislative Budget
Committee or an earlier date as determined by the chairperson of the joint
committee, or the chairperson’s designee. The augmentation authority
provided to the Department of Finance under this subsection expires as of
April 30, 2025.

The Department of Finance shall post on its internet website a Los Angeles
Wildfire Response and Recovery Expenditure Report, providing information
of the use of state funding concerning the response to and recovery from the
January 2025 wildfires. Expenditure reports shall be made according to the
timelines specified in the legislation. Departments receiving funding are
required to provide reporting as needed.

d) Legislative intent language specifies that the Legislature may consider

extending or amending the augmentation authority provided to the
Department of Finance prior to April 30, 2025, at which time the Legislature
also intends to begin the process, following budget committee review, of
appropriating bond funds from the Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire
Prevention, Drought Preparedness, and Clean Air Fund, which was
established by voter approval of Proposition 4 at the November 5, 2024,
statewide general election, for wildfire and forest resilience activities.
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e) The executive branch is required to seek reimbursements from the federal
government for the maximum possible amount of funds related to response
and recovery from the January 2025 wildfires.

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: Yes Fiscal Com.: Yes Local: No

This bill amends the Budget Act of 2024, and results in increased expenditures of
up to $1.005 billion, of which $1 billion may be fully or partially reimbursed by
the federal government.

SUPPORT: (Verified 1/21/25)
None received

OPPOSITION: (Verified 1/21/25)

None received

Prepared by: Elisa Wynne / B. & F.R./(916) 651-4103
1/22/25 17:38:45
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