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Date of Hearing: September 3, 2025

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON RULES
Blanca Pacheco, Chair
SCR 85 (Archuleta) — As Introduced May 22, 2025

SENATE VOTE: 38-0
SUBJECT: Latino Veterans Day.

SUMMARY:: Proclaims September 20, 2025, as Latino Veterans Day. Specifically, this
resolution makes the following legislative findings:

1) The history of California veterans of Latino descent abounds with acts of heroism and
exhibits a heritage of valor that has brought honor and earned the gratitude of our country.

2) As early as 1863, the United States government authorized the military commander in
California to raise four companies of native Mexican American Californians in order to take
advantage of their extraordinary horsemanship.

3) Several thousand Latino volunteers, mostly from the southwestern United States, fought with
distinction in the United States Army during the Spanish-American War. Captain
Maximiliano Luna and others who comprised a portion of the famous 1st United States
Volunteer Cavalry with Colonel Theodore Roosevelt, better known as the “Rough Riders,”
fought in Cuba.

4) Discrimination, racism, and language barriers meant that many Latinos were relegated to
menial jobs or served in segregated units. A number of Mexican American cavalry militias
chased bandits and guarded trains and border crossings for the Union during the Civil War.

5) Today, Latinos make up more than 17 percent of America’s fighting force. Since the
beginning of this century, Latinos have been among the boots on the ground in antiterrorism
operations.

6) Latino veterans, both men and women, have shown and continue to show a superb dedication
to the United States, evidenced by the award of over 60 Congressional Medals of Honor.

FISCAL EFFECT: This resolution is keyed non-fiscal by Legislative Counsel.
REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION:

Support

None on file

Opposition

None on file

Analysis Prepared by: Michael Erke / RLS. / (916) 319-2800



