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Date of Hearing: May 18, 2026

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON RULES
Blanca Pacheco, Chair
SCR 162 (Umberg) — As Introduced April 20, 2026

SENATE VOTE: 36-0
SUBJECT: CASA Appreciation Day.

SUMMARY: Declares that May 7, 2026, is recognized as CASA Appreciation Day in
California. Specifically, this resolution makes the following legislative findings:

1) All children have the right to a home with loving people to care for them, but each year in the
United States, hundreds of thousands of children are abused, neglected, or abandoned by
their families. These children are removed from their homes, placed in foster care or
institutions, and eventually may end up as wards of the court.

2) A judge has the power to decide the future for these children and whether they should remain
in foster care, be reunited with parents, or adopted, but in many cases, the children become
victims for a second time, lost in an overburdened child welfare system that cannot pay close
attention to each child.

3) CASA Appreciation Day recognizes the important role played by Court Appointed Special
Advocates for Children (CASA) volunteers. These trained community volunteers are
appointed by a judge as officers of the court to speak up for children in juvenile court and to
help humanize for these children the often frightening and confusing child welfare and legal
systems.

4) The CASA mission is to ensure consistency and support for children in the foster care system
through the use of volunteer advocates advancing the best interests of each child.

5) The CASA vision is one where every Californian child in need is appointed a CASA
volunteer to champion that child without compromise, in court, in school, and in the
community, putting them on the path to a safe and permanent home.

FISCAL EFFECT: This resolution is keyed non-fiscal by Legislative Counsel.
REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION:

Support

None on file

Opposition

None on file

Analysis Prepared by: Michael Erke / RLS. /(916) 319-2800



