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THIRD READING

Bill No: SB 993

Author: Ochoa Bogh (R)
Amended: 4/8/26

Vote: 21

SENATE BUS., PROF. & ECON. DEV. COMMITTEE: 9-0, 4/20/26

AYES: Wahab, Choi, Archuleta, Caballero, Grayson, Niello, Smallwood-Cuevas,
Strickland, Umberg

NO VOTE RECORDED: Arreguin, Menjivar

SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE: Senate Rule 28.8

SUBJECT: Board of Behavioral Sciences: licensees: notices

SOURCE: American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees,
AFL-CIO

DIGEST: This bill revises licensure disclosure requirements for Board of
Behavioral Sciences (BBS) licensees or registrants, if certain requirements are met.

ANALYSIS:
Existing law:

1) Establishes the BBS to license and regulate Marriage and Family Therapists
(LMFT), Educational Psychologists (LEP), Clinical Social Workers (LCSW),
and Professional Clinical Counselors (LPCC). (Business and Professions Code
(BPC) § 4980 ef seq.)

2) Defines an MFT and PCC *“associate” as an unlicensed person who has earned
a master’s or doctoral degree qualifying the individual for licensure, as
specified. (BPC § 4980.03(b) 4999.12(f))

3) Defines a MFT and PCC “trainee” as an unlicensed person who is currently
enrolled in a master’s or doctoral degree program that is designed to qualify the
person for licensure and who has completed no less than 12 semester or 18
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quarter units in any qualifying degree program. (BPC § 4980.03 (¢)
(4999.12(g))

4) Requires a LMFT, LEP, LCSW, and LPCC to display their license in a
conspicuous place in the licensee’s primary place of practice. (BPC §§
4980.31, 4989.48, 4996.7, 4999.70)

5) Requires a LMFT, LEP, LCSW, and LPCC to provide a written notice to
clients prior to initiating psychotherapy services, that informs the client that the
BBS receives and reviews complaints, as specified. (BPC §§ 4980.32,
4989.17, 4996.75, 4999.71.

This bill:

1) Authorizes an employing entity or agency of a licensee or registrant to exercise
discretion, in specific practice settings, whether to include any or all of the
following information: the licensee’s or registrant’s full name as filed with the
board, the license or registration number, the type of license or registration and
the registration expiration date in the notice required prior to initiating
psychotherapy services, if the setting has an established process by which the
client may request and obtain sufficient identification information to file a
complaint with the board, that process is disclosed to the client as part of the
notice and a copy of the notice is preserved as part of the client’s records.
Requires the licensee or registrant to be responsible, if exercising discretion is
utilized, for ensuring the process to request and obtain identification is in place.

2) Includes the following specific practice settings: an acute psychiatric hospital,
a correctional treatment center, any setting where mental health services are
provided to incarcerated individuals under the jurisdiction of a local, state, or
federal correctional authority, including but not limited to, a state prison,
county jail, juvenile detention facility, or other correctional setting operated by
or under contract with a governmental entity.

Background

Disclosure Requirements. Current law requires a licensee prominently display their
license in their primary place of practice when conducting mental health services
in person confirming for the patient that they are licensed with the BBS. Licensees
or registrants licensed by the BBS are also required to provide a client with written
notice prior to initiating mental health services, or as soon as possible, that states
that the BBS receives and responds to complaints from consumers about mental
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health services rendered and document in a client’s record. Due to the rise in
telehealth services the requirements to physically display a license outside a
traditional office setting became impractical. In response, SB 1024 (Ochoa Bogh,
Chapter 160, Statues of 2024) updated the procedures for licensed professionals
regulated by the BBS by requiring that the written notice also includes the
licensee’s or registrant’s full name as filed with the Board, the license and
registration number, the type of license or registration, and the expiration date of
the license or registration, amongst other provisions. Providing this identifying
information to the client receiving telehealth services was a practical solution to
create transparency and allow clients to obtain sufficient information to file a
complaint, if needed.

As a precautionary measure, this bill seeks to restore previous protections for
licensees and registrants who work in high-risk practice settings by allowing
employers, based on individual safety concerns, to limit the amount of identifying
information that is disclosed to the client, if the practice setting has an established
process for the client to obtain said information to file a complaint, the process is
disclosed to the client and recorded in the client file.

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: No Fiscal Com.: Yes Local: No
SUPPORT: (Verified 5/4/26)

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO
(source)

OPPOSITION: (Verified 5/4/26)

None received

ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT: AFSCME is the sponsor of the bill and writes in
support, “AFSCME represents Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists
(LMFTs), Licensed Clinical Social Workers (LCSWs), and other mental health
professionals who provide critical behavioral health services within the California
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR). Our members work daily
in correctional treatment centers and facilities serving incarcerated individuals,
delivering essential care in some of the most challenging and high-risk
environments in the state. SB 993 addresses a safety concern for these
professionals. Recent changes to law requiring mental health providers to disclose
detailed personal identifying information, including full name and license details,
to patients were well-intentioned in improving transparency, particularly in
telehealth settings. However, in correctional and secure psychiatric environments,
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these requirements can unintentionally expose therapists to significant risks.
Mental health providers working with incarcerated populations often treat
individuals with complex behavioral health needs, including those with histories of
violence. Requiring routine disclosure of personally identifying information in
these settings creates the potential for misuse of that information, placing not only
the providers, but also their families, at risk. SB 993 strikes an appropriate and
thoughtful balance between transparency and safety...This preserves
accountability while mitigating unnecessary risk.”

Prepared by: Anna Billy/B.,P. & E.D./916-651-4104
5/5/26 15:55:40
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