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UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Bill No: SB 907

Author: Archuleta (D), et al.
Amended: 7/2/26

Vote: 21

SENATE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE: 6-0, 4/7/26
AYES: Arreguin, Seyarto, Caballero, Cortese, Pérez, Wiener

SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE: 7-0, 5/14/26
AYES: Cervantes, Seyarto, Cabaldon, Dahle, Grayson, Richardson, Wahab

SENATE FLOOR: 36-0, 5/26/26

AYES: Allen, Alvarado-Gil, Archuleta, Arreguin, Ashby, Becker, Blakespear,
Cabaldon, Caballero, Cervantes, Choi, Cortese, Durazo, Grayson, Grove,
Hurtado, Jones, Laird, Limon, McGuire, McNerney, Menjivar, Niello, Ochoa
Bogh, Padilla, Pérez, Reyes, Richardson, Rubio, Seyarto, Stern, Strickland,
Umberg, Valladares, Wahab, Wiener

NO VOTE RECORDED: Dahle, Gonzalez, Smallwood-Cuevas, Weber Pierson

ASSEMBLY FLOOR: Passed, 8/30/26

SUBJECT: Driving under the influence and other driving offenses:
comprehensive reform

SOURCE: CA Safe Roads Coalition; Los Angeles County District Attorney;
Mothers Against Drunk Driving; Orange County District Attorney

DIGEST: This bill creates mandatory sentences for hit and run causing injury or
death when the defendant has a prior conviction within the previous 10 years for
DUI, gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated, vehicular manslaughter
while intoxicated, or gross vehicular manslaughter; and expands application of the
Watson advisement to apply in cases DUI with no injury cases in which the
defendant pleads not guilty or no contest to a different or lesser offense instead.
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Assembly Amendments removed provisions of this bill that required imprisonment
in the state prison or county jail for up to one year for hit and run causing damage
to property within 10 years of a separate conviction for DUI, gross vehicular
manslaughter while intoxicated, vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated, or gross
vehicular manslaughter, and created a mandatory 3-year enhancement for each
prior separate conviction that occurred within the previous 10 years for felony
DUI, DUI with no injury and with three or more priors, DUI with injury and
specified priors, gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated, or vehicular
manslaughter while intoxicated, when a person is convicted of any one of those
offenses.

ANALYSIS:
Existing law:

1) Makes it unlawful for any person who is under the influence of any alcoholic
beverage or drug, or under the combined influence of any alcoholic beverage
and drug, or who has 0.08 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol (BAC) in their
blood, to drive a vehicle (hereafter, “DUI”). (Vehicle (Veh.) Code, § 23152,

subds. (a), (b), (), & (2).)

2) Establishes graduated penalties for a first DUI, DUI with one prior, DUI with
two priors, and DUI with three or more priors, including jail time, fines,
ignition interlock device (IID) installation, license suspension or revocation,
and completion of a DUI program. (Veh. Code, §§ 13352, 13352.1, 23538,
23540, 23542, 23546, 23550, 23552, 23548, 23575.3.)

3) Requires a 10-year license revocation if a person has been convicted of three or
more DUIs or DUIs causing bodily injury, the last of which was punishable as a
DUI or DUI causing bodily injury with two priors, a DUI with three or more
priors, or as an alternate-felony misdemeanor because of a prior specified
felony. (Veh. Code, § 23597, subd. (a).)

4) Makes it unlawful for any person who is under the influence of any alcoholic
beverage or drug, or the combined influence of the two, or who has a BAC of
.08 or more, to drive a vehicle, and concurrently do any act forbidden by law or
neglect any duty imposed by law in driving the vehicle, which proximately
causes bodily injury to any person other than the driver (hereafter, “DUI
causing bodily injury.”) (Veh. Code, § 23153 subds. (a), (f), & (g).)
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5) Establishes graduated penalties for a first DUI causing bodily injury, DUI
causing bodily injury with one prior, and DUI causing bodily injury with two or
more priors, including jail or prison time, fines, IID installation, license
suspension or revocation, and completion of a DUI program. (Veh. Code, §§
13352, 23554, 23556, 23560, 23562, 23566, 23568, 23575.3.)

6) Provides that a person who proximately causes bodily injury or death to more
than one victim in any one instance that results in a felony conviction of a DUI
causing bodily injury, gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated, or
vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated, shall receive a one-year sentence
enhancement in state prison for each additional victim injured (maximum of
three). (Veh. Code, § 23558.)

7) Punishes a person convicted of a DUI causing bodily injury, where the violation
proximately causes great bodily injury to any person other than the driver, and
the offense occurred within 10 years of two or more priors, as a felony by
imprisonment for two, three, or four years in state prison, a $1,015 to $5,000
fine, and a five-year license revocation (Veh. Code, §§ 23566, subd. (b), 13352
subd. (a)(6).)

8) Makes any DUI or DUI causing bodily injury (hereafter, “any DUI”’) an
alternate felony-misdemeanor if that person has previously been convicted of
certain impaired driving crimes:

a) Punishes a person convicted of any DUI within 10 years of specified
felonies — a DUI with three or more priors, a DUI causing bodily injury, or
gross vehicular manslaughter — as an alternate-felony misdemeanor, a $390
to $1,000 fine, a four- or five-year license revocation (including a three-year
designation as a habitual traffic offender ), and a three- or four-year IID
mandate. (Veh. Code, §§ 13352, subd. (a)(6)-(7); 23550.5, subds. (a), (¢) &
(d); 23575.3, subd. (h)(1)-(2).)

b) Punishes a person convicted of any DUI, who has a prior conviction for
felony vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated, as an alternate felony-
misdemeanor, a fine of $390 to $1,000, a four- or five-year license
revocation, and a three- or four-year IID mandate. (Veh. Code, §§ 13352
subd. (a)(6)-(7); 23550.5, subds. (b), (c) & (d); 23575.3, subd. (h)(1)-(2).)

9) Requires the court, if a person is convicted of a DUI or a DUI causing bodily
injury, to consider a BAC of .15 percent or more, or a person’s refusal to take a
breath or urine test, as a special factor that may justify enhancing
the penalties in sentencing, in determining whether to grant probation, and, if
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probation is granted, in determining additional or enhanced terms and
conditions of probation. (Veh. Code, § 23578.)

10) Requires a court to advise a person convicted of a DUI or a DUI causing bodily
injury, or who pleads to a reckless driving conviction in satisfaction of, or as a
substitute for an original DUI charge, of the following: “You are hereby advised
that being under the influence of alcohol or drugs, or both, impairs your ability
to safely operate a motor vehicle. Therefore, it is extremely dangerous to human
life to drive while under the influence of alcohol or drugs, or both. If you
continue to drive while under the influence of alcohol or drugs, or both, and, as

a result of that driving, someone is killed, you can be charged with murder.”
(Veh. Code, § 23593, subd. (a).)

11) Requires the prosecutor, if the prosecution agrees to a plea of guilty or no
contest to reckless driving in satisfaction of, or as a substitute for, an original
charge of a DUI—also known as a wet reckless—to state for the record a
factual basis for the satisfaction or substitution, including whether or not there
had been consumption of an alcoholic beverage or ingestion or administration
of a drug, or both, by the defendant in connection with the offense. Provides
that a wet reckless is punishable by imprisonment in a county jail for 5 to 90
days, or by a fine of $145-1,000, or both. (Veh. Code, §§ 23103, subd. (¢),
23103.5, subd. (a).)

12) Provides that gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated is the unlawful
killing of a human being without malice aforethought, in the driving of a
vehicle, where the driving was driving under the influence, and the killing was
either the proximate result of the commission of an unlawful act, not amounting
to a felony, and with gross negligence, or the proximate result of the
commission of a lawful act that might produce death, in an unlawful manner,
and with gross negligence. Provides that gross vehicular manslaughter while
intoxicated is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for 4, 6, or 10
years. (Pen. Code, § 191.5, subds. (a), (¢).)

13) Provides that when a defendant has one or more prior convictions for gross
vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated, vehicular manslaughter while
intoxicated, gross vehicular manslaughter, or DUI (with or without injury), the
punishment for gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated is imprisonment
in the state prison for a term of 15 years-to-life. (Pen. Code, § 191.5, subd. (d).)
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14) Provides that vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated is the unlawful killing
of a human being without malice aforethought, in the driving of a vehicle,
where the driving was driving under the influence, and the killing was either the
proximate result of the commission of an unlawful act, not amounting to a
felony, but without gross negligence, or the proximate result of the commission
of a lawful act that might produce death, in an unlawful manner, but without
gross negligence. Provides that vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated is
punishable by imprisonment in a county jail for not more than one year, or
imprisonment in the county jail for 16 months, 2 years, or 4 years. (Pen. Code,
§ 191.5, subd. (b).)

15) Defines gross vehicular manslaughter as driving a vehicle in the commission of
an unlawful act, not amounting to a felony, and with gross negligence; or
driving a vehicle in the commission of a lawful act which might produce death,
in an unlawful manner, and with gross negligence, except as provided. Provides
that this type of vehicular manslaughter is punishable either by imprisonment in
the county jail for not more than one year or by imprisonment in the state prison
for two, four, or six years. (Pen. Code, §§ 192, subd. (c)(1), 193, subd. (c).)

16) Requires the driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting only in
damage to property, including vehicles, to immediately stop at the nearest
location that will not impede traffic or jeopardize the safety of others. Provides
that failure to comply with these requirements is a misdemeanor punishable by
imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding six months, or by a fine not

exceeding $1,000, or both. (Veh. Code, § 20002, subds. (a), (¢).)

17) Requires the driver of a vehicle involved in an accident that results in injury to
or the death of another person to immediately stop at the scene of the accident.
Provides that a violation is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison, or in
a county jail for not more than one year, or by a fine of $1,000 to $10,000, or
both. (Veh. Code, § 20001, subds. (a), (b)(1).)

18) Provides that if the accident results in death or permanent, serious injury (i.e.,
the loss or permanent impairment of function of a bodily member or organ), a
violation is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for two, three, or
four years, or in a county jail for between 90 days to one year, or by a fine of

$1,000 to $10,000, or both. (Veh. Code, § 20001, subd. (b)(2).)

19) Provides that if a person flees the scene of an accident after committing a
vehicular manslaughter, vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated, or gross
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vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated, the punishment is an additional term
of five years imprisonment in the state prison consecutive to the term imposed
for the underlying conviction. (Veh. Code, § 20001, subd. (¢).)

This bill:

1) Creates mandatory sentences for hit and run offenses causing injury or death
when the defendant has a prior conviction for wet reckless, DUI, gross
vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated, vehicular manslaughter while
intoxicated, or gross vehicular manslaughter within the prior 10 years.

2) Expands the application of the Watson advisement to apply in cases where the
defendant pleads not guilty or no contest to a different or lesser offense as a
substitute for an alleged violation of DUI. Provides that this provision is known
as Braun’s Law.

Comments

This bill creates mandatory sentences when a hit and run offense resulting in injury
or death occurs within 10 years of a separate conviction for wet reckless, DUI
(with or without bodily injury), gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated,
vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated, or gross vehicular manslaughter. This
bill also expands the application of the Watson advisement to apply in DUI cases
where the defendant pleads not guilty or no contest to a different or lesser offense
instead.

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: No Fiscal Com.: Yes Local: Yes
According to the Assembly Appropriations Committee:

Increased state incarceration costs (General Fund) of an unknown amount, likely
minor to moderate, to the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation
to the extent longer sentencing triads result in additional time served. This bill
elevates the felony triad for an injury hit-and-run with a qualifying prior conviction
from 16 months, two years, or three years to two, three, or four years, and elevates
the triad for a death or permanent serious injury hit-and-run with a qualifying prior
from two, three, or four years to three, four, or five years — roughly one additional
year of state prison exposure per affected felony admission. The number of hit-
and-run felony admissions involving a qualifying prior conviction within 10 years
is likely small, and both offenses remain alternate felony-misdemeanors subject to
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prosecutorial and judicial discretion; however, each additional person-year of
incarceration costs approximately $133,000 annually.

Minor cost pressures (Trial Court Trust Fund (TCTF), General Fund) to the courts
to provide additional advisements at plea and to the extent increased felony
exposure marginally increases contested proceedings. It generally costs
approximately $1,000 to operate a courtroom for one hour. Although courts are not
funded on the basis of workload, increased pressure on the TCTF may create a
demand for increased funding for courts from the General Fund. The state budget
provides annual General Fund backfills to the TCTF to offset revenue reductions,
totaling approximately $117.3 million in 2025-26.

SUPPORT: (Verified 8/28/26)

CA Safe Roads Coalition (co-source)

Los Angeles County District Attorney (co-source)
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (co-source)

Orange County District Attorney (co-source)
American Medical Response West

Arcadia Police Officers’ Association

Associated General Contractors, California Chapters
Association for Los Angeles Deputy Sheriffs

Brea Police Association; Burbank Police Officers’ Association
California Association of Highway Patrolmen
California Association of School Police Chiefs
California Coalition of School Safety Professionals
California Consortium of Addiction Programs and Professionals
California Contract Cities Association

California District Attorneys Association

California Narcotic Officers’ Association

California Peace Officers Association

California Police Chiefs Association

California Reserve Peace Officers Association
California State Sheriffs’ Association

City of Glendale

City of Manhattan Beach

City of Pico Rivera

City of Thousand Oaks

Claremont Police Officers Association

Corona Police Officers Association



County of Orange

Culver City Police Officers’ Association
Fullerton Police Officers’ Association

League of California Cities

Los Angeles School Police Management Association
Los Angeles School Police Officers Association
Murrieta Police Officers’ Association

Newport Beach Police Association

Palos Verdes Police Officers Association

Peace Officers Research Association of California
Placer County Deputy Sheriffs’ Association
Pomona Police Officers’ Association

Riverside County District Attorney

Riverside Police Officers Association

Riverside Sheriffs’ Association

Streets are for Everyone

Streets for All

Walk San Francisco Foundation

OPPOSITION: (Verified 8/28/26)

ACLU California Action

California Attorneys for Criminal Justice
California Public Defenders Association
Californians United for a Responsible Budget
Ella Baker Center for Human Rights

Friends Committee on Legislation of California
Initiate Justice

Justice2Jobs Coalition

La Defensa

Los Angeles County Public Defender’s Union, Local 148

San Francisco Public Defender
Smart Justice California

Prepared by: Stephanie Jordan / PUB. S./
8/30/26 20:15:43
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