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Date of Hearing:  July 1, 2026 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Buffy Wicks, Chair 

SB 667 (Archuleta) – As Amended June 3, 2026 

Policy Committee: Utilities and Energy    Vote: 18 - 0 

      

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill requires the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), by July 1, 2029, to review 

the list of railroad sites it identified, pursuant to existing law, as posing a local safety hazard.  

The bill further requires the CPUC to include in its annual report to the Legislature on such 

railroad sites (1) an evaluation of each site and (2) a determination of whether changes in 

conditions, operations or safety data warrant the removal, modification or addition of any 

railroad site. 

FISCAL EFFECT: 

This bill will require additional administrative and analytical work of the CPUC, at least until it 

completes its review of local safety hazard sites. Costs will likely be in the hundreds of 

thousands of dollars annually until that work is completed.  For its part, the CPUC estimates 

these costs at approximately $568,000 annually (special fund): $272,000 for travel, training, and 

safety and testing equipment and $239,000 for a senior utilities engineer.  

 

Regardless of the bill’s estimated costs, because it has the primary purpose of creating or 

modifying a reporting requirement, the bill is a candidate for the committee’s suspense file, 

consistent with the committee rules and its custom and practice. 

COMMENTS: 

State law provides the CPUC with oversight of rail transit within the state to ensure its safe 

operation, though its regulatory authority is constrained by federal laws regarding rail safety and 

operation.  In 1991, following a number of notable rail accidents, the Legislature required the 

CPUC to (1) identify railroad sites that were local safety hazards and (2) adopt regulations to 

prevent serious rail accidents at these sites.  The courts determined that the CPUC’s authority to 

regulate rail safety was largely preempted by federal law; however, the authority of the CPUC to 

identify local safety hazards remained.  

In 1997 the CPUC created a list of all railroad derailment accident sites in the state at which 

accidents have occurred within at least the previous five years and of all railroad sites in the state 

the CPUC determined, consistent with federal law, pose a local safety hazard. In keeping with 

state law, the CPUC reported to the Legislature 19 local safety hazardous sites.  
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State law authorizes the CPUC to amend or revise the list of local safety hazardous sites from the 

immediate prior year as necessary; however, the CPUC has not done so. 

This bill requires the CPUC to review the list of local safety hazardous sites and determine 

whether changes in conditions, operations or safety data warrant the removal, modification or 

addition of any railroad site.  According to the author, there are “thousands of incidents 

occurring annually across the nation's extensive rail network” and, by requiring a review of local 

safety hazardous sites, this bill will enhance safety by “providing insight into how California can 

improve rail safety in the highest-risk corridors.” 

The committee is aware of neither support for nor opposition against this bill. 

Analysis Prepared by: Jay Dickenson / APPR. / (916) 319-2081


