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Bill Summary: SB 1198 would extend the duration of time that a court may suspend a
driver’s license for a conviction of reckless driving. This bill would require the registered
owner of a vehicle impounded due to an arrest for reckless driving, in order to have their
vehicle returned prior to the conclusion of the impoundment period, to present specified
evidence that they were unaware the vehicle had been driven recklessly.

s ANALYSIS ADDENDUM — SUSPENSE FILE *++++sssss

The following information is revised to reflect amendments
adopted by the committee on May 14, 2026

Fiscal Impact: This bill creates new discretionary court suspensions for drivers
convicted of reckless driving (Vehicle Code 23103). Implementation would require the
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to make modifications to its core legacy
information technology systems to create the new court suspensions and update the
driving record accordingly.

DMV is undertaking an Enterprise Modernization Project and resources are fully
committed to the project. Coordinating implementation of this bill within the project
could delay implementation and/or increase costs by requiring the needed to be built
outside the core legacy system. If DMV is required to implement this bill by January 1,
2027, the department will be required to build a temporary solution outside of the core
legacy systems. Programming outside the core legacy systems will be costly,
redundant, and will require the department to acquire new technology and services.

The Motor Vehicle Account (MVA), the primary funding account for the DMV and the
California Highway Patrol is facing insolvency. The LAO has noted that, “Until a plan is
put in place to address MVA's structural deficit, we recommend the Legislature set a
high bar for considering approval of any proposals that create additional MVA cost
pressures and accelerate the risk of insolvency.” The proposed Governor’'s 2026-2027
Budget currently projects that the MVA will be insolvent as soon as 2028-29.

Author Amendments: Amend to delay implementation to January 1, 2028.
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