SENATE RULES COMMITTEE ACR 223
Office of Senate Floor Analyses
(916) 651-4171

THIRD READING

Bill No: ACR 223
Author: Rogers (D)
Introduced: 6/9/26
Vote: 21

ASSEMBLY FLOOR: 63-0, 6/18/26 (Consent) - See last page for vote

SUBJECT: “Parks Make Life Better! ®” Month
SOURCE: Author

DIGEST: This resolution recognizes the importance of access to local and state
parks, trails, open space, and facilities for the health, wellness, development,
inspiration, and safety of all Californians and would declare the month of July
2026 as “Parks Make Life Better! ®” Month.

ANALYSIS: This resolution makes the following legislative findings:

1) Parks and adjacent access to state and federal public lands provide gateway and
rural communities with opportunities to fortify their economies through
activities that promote rec-tourism and visitation patterns, including mountain
biking, gravel cycling, foraging, trail running, equestrian use, and other
activities.

2) Parks and recreational programs increase mental and emotional health, as
evidenced by studies that have found that individuals living close to parks have
lower levels of stress and depression.

3) Parks and recreational programs strengthen community identity by providing
facilities and services that reflect and celebrate community character, heritage,
culture, history, aesthetics, and landscapes.

4) Parks and recreation emphasize the importance of nature and teaching future
generations to value nature and the outdoors as part of their development.
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5) Parks and recreational facilities provide more affordable options for many
communities without easy access to state parks.

6) The California Park & Recreation Society has released a statewide public
awareness campaign, ‘“Parks Make Life Better!®”, to inform the public of the
many benefits of using parks, facilities, programs, and services; now, therefore.

This resolution recognizes the importance of access to local and state parks, trails,
open space, and facilities for the health, wellness, development, inspiration, and
safety of all Californians.

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: No Fiscal Com.: No Local: No
SUPPORT: (Verified 6/23/26)

None received

OPPOSITION: (Verified 6/23/26)

None received

ASSEMBLY FLOOR: 63-0, 6/18/26

AYES: Addis, Aguiar-Curry, Ahrens, Alanis, Arambula, Avila Farias, Bauer-
Kahan, Bennett, Berman, Boerner, Bonta, Bryan, Calderon, Caloza, Carrillo,
Castillo, Chen, Connolly, Davies, DeMaio, Elhawary, Fong, Gabriel, Garcia,
Gipson, Jeff Gonzalez, Mark Gonzélez, Hadwick, Harabedian, Hart, Hoover,
Irwin, Jackson, Kalra, Krell, Lackey, Lee, Lowenthal, Macedo, Nguyen, Ortega,
Pacheco, Patterson, Pellerin, Petrie-Norris, Quirk-Silva, Ransom, Michelle
Rodriguez, Rogers, Blanca Rubio, Sanchez, Schiavo, Schultz, Sharp-Collins,
Solache, Stefani, Ta, Valencia, Wallis, Ward, Wilson, Zbur, Rivas

NO VOTE RECORDED: Alvarez, Bains, Dixon, Ellis, Flora, Haney, Johnson,
McKinnor, Muratsuchi, Papan, Patel, Ramos, Celeste Rodriguez, Soria,
Tangipa, Wicks

Prepared by: Destiny Bustos / SFA /(916) 651-4171
6/24/26 14:17:33
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