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SUMMARY: This resolution recommits to formalizing the sister state relationship
between the State of Jalisco in Mexico and the State of California.

Existing law:

1)

Senate Concurrent Resolution 82 (Heuso, 2014) established a sister state
relationship with the State of Jalisco in Mexico and California, acknowledging the
economic opportunities in high technology manufacturing, agriculture, tourism,
amongst other important industries.

This bill:

1)

2)

3)

Recognizes the mutually beneficial educational, economic and culture exchanges
between the State of Jalisco and State of California.

Continues the long-standing cross-national collaboration and goodwill between
California and Jalisco in addressing immigration policies while maintaining liberties
and due process for all residents in California granted by the state Constitution
regardless of immigration status.

Promotes mutual respect for the residents of the bordering states.

FISCAL EFFECT: Unknown. This bill is not keyed fiscal by Legislative Counsel.

COMMENTS:

1.

Purpose. The Author is the Sponsor of this resolution. According to the Author,
“California and Jalisco have a shared history, bound together by our people and our
cultures. Formalizing this special relationship thru ACR 173 will enhance
coordination on mutually beneficial policies, while reaffirming our commitment to
human dignity, diplomacy, and the value of our binational relationships.

Background. This resolution recommits to formalizing the sister-state relationship
between California and Jalisco by embracing the shared investments in high
technology manufacturing, agriculture ties, and cultural traditions and tourism.
Recognized as “Mexico’s Silicon Valley”, Guadalajara, located in the State of
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Jalisco, is the largest technology center in Mexico, known as a major Latin and
North American hub, and is a main producer of software, electronics and digital
products. This burgeoning electronics market aligns with California’s technology
sector promoting job creation and sustainable innovation in both regions. The
cultural traditions and heritage that originated in Jalisco have permeated California
in displays of mariachi music, charreadas (Mexican rodeos), the Mexican Hat
Dance, and the wide brimmed sombrero. The culinary exports from Jalisco to
California include a variety of tequilas grown from the indigenous agave plant found
in Mexico and a plethora of native dishes, including the meat stew dish of birria.

The historical Unites States Bracero Program brought agricultural laborers from
Jalisco to California enriching the economic relationship and encouraging a deep-
rooted generational connection between the states that continues to this day,
particularly in agricultural areas located in the Central Valley and in the larger urban
areas of Los Angeles. Today, this vast migration connects California and Jalisco
through established family networks, cultural ties and shared prosperity
encouraging Jalisco immigrants and their relatives to integrate into all sectors of
business, participate in their community and contribute to their shared heritage and
culture through music, the arts, cultural festivals and cuisine.

ACR 173 supports cooperative research by universities in California and Jalisco
enriching this bi-national relationship by promoting bilateral economic development
and stimulating employment in Mexican immigrant communities benefiting the
residents in both states.

This resolution recognizes the vested interests and economic relationship between
the States of Jalisco and California, promotes sustained goodwill and collaboration
by continuing bilateral cooperation in the face of shifting federal policies on
immigration enforcement, while maintaining mutual respect and honoring civil
liberties for the residents in both regions.

3. Arguments in Support. Asociacion De Jaliscienses Unidos En Accion (AJUA)
writes in support, “The relationship between California and Jalisco simply makes
sense. Cross-border economic ties translate into real benefits for workers,
businesses, and families on both sides — so investing in local-level collaboration is a
practical, high impact approach. ACR 173 truly aligns with our mission to preserve
and promote the Mexican roots in the United States, supporting the migrant
community through services, education, culture, guidance and social programs that
improve their quality of life.”

The Mexican-American Policy Initiative notes in support, “This state sisterhood is a
natural next step in cementing the strong relationship between Jalisco and
California. Over 1 million people of Jalisco origin live in California. Jalisco and
California share more than just people-they also share a rich, beautiful history
shaped by culture and language. A sister-state relationship between the two would
create opportunities to promote and share cultural and tourism experiences, while
also encouraging joint business growth and workforce development collaboration.”
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SUPPORT AND OPPOSITION:

Support:

Asociacion De Jaliscienses Unidos En Accion (AJUA)
Mexican-American Policy Alliance

Opposition:

None received

--END --



