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ASSEMBLY THIRD READING 

ACR 134 (Bryan, et al.) 

As Introduced  February 12, 2026 

Majority vote 

SUMMARY 

Recognizes February 2026 as the centennial anniversary of Black History Month, and urges all 

citizens to join in celebrating the accomplishments of African Americans during Black History 

Month. 

Major Provisions 

1) The history of the United States is rich with inspirational stories of great individuals whose 

actions, words, and achievements have united Americans and contributed to the success and 

prosperity of the United States. 

2) Among those Americans who have enriched our society are the members of the African 

American community, individuals whose accomplishments have contributed to every 

endeavor throughout the history of our nation and who have been steadfast in their 

commitment to promoting brotherhood, equality, and justice for all. 

3) During the course of the slave trade, an estimated 50 million African men, women, and 

children were lost to their native continent.  The majority of those individuals, about 35 

million, lost their lives on African soil or along the Guinea coast, or finally in the holds of 

ships during the dreaded Middle Passage across the Atlantic Ocean. 

4) From the earliest days of the United States, the course of its history has been greatly 

influenced by African American heroes and pioneers in many diverse areas, including 

science, medicine, business, education, government, industry, and social leadership. 

5) The Civil Rights Movement helped change public policy from segregation to integration, 

resulting in the repeal of the post-Reconstruction era state laws mandating racial segregation 

in the South, known as the ''Jim Crow Laws,'' thereby leading to the passage of the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and other antidiscrimination laws aimed 

at ending economic, legal, and social segregation in America. 

6) Despite decades of progress, African Americans continue to face racial and social injustices, 

voter suppression, economic stagnation, and voting barriers in jurisdictions with a history of 

discrimination. 

7) To build a stronger and more cohesive state and nation, we must continue to help advance the 

cause of voter equality and equal access to the political process for all people in order to 

protect the rights of every American. 

COMMENTS 
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According to the Author 

At a time when the federal government is actively scrubbing Black stories from our nation's 

history, it is ever important now more than ever, to uplift the rich history of African Americans 

in our tapestry.  February 2026 marks the centennial anniversary of national recognition of Black 

History in the United States and the contributions of our vibrant community.  What began as 

Negro History Week in 1926 is now a month-long celebration of the torchbearers and 

movements for which we have come to cherish.  As the president attempts to erase Black stories 

from the pages of history, California continues to press forward with honoring the legacy of the 

foundational Black Americans and our contributions to the fabric of our nation. 

Arguments in Support 

None on file 

Arguments in Opposition 

None on file 

FISCAL COMMENTS 

No fiscal impact.  This resolution is keyed non-fiscal by Legislative Counsel. 

VOTES 

ASM RULES:  6-0-4 

YES:  Pacheco, Lackey, Ta, Mark González, Irwin, Zbur 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Ahrens, Garcia, Michelle Rodriguez, Sanchez 
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VERSION: February 12, 2026 

CONSULTANT:  Michael Erke / RLS. / (916) 319-2800   FN: 0002283 


