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CONCURRENCE IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

ACR 126 (Tangipa) 

As Amended  May 13, 2026 

Majority Vote 

SUMMARY 

Designates a specified portion of State Highway Route 395 in the County of Mono as the 

Captain Vidar Anderson Memorial Highway. The measure would request that the California 

Department of Transportation (Caltrans) determine the cost of appropriate signs showing this 

special designation and, upon receiving donations from nonstate sources sufficient to cover the 

cost, to erect those signs.   

Senate Amendments 

Replaces the portion of State Route 395, from Rock Creek Road, at postmile R10.264, to the 

South Landing Overcrossing #47-48, at postmile R14.080, to postmile R13.931, in the County of 

Mono as the Captain Vidar Anderson Memorial Highway. 

COMMENTS 

On the morning of February 19, 1990, Captain Vidar Anderson of the Long Valley Fire 

Protection District joined 50 fellow first responders in a desperate race to Convict Lake, where 

several teenagers had fallen through the ice. 

Captain Anderson was one of four local responders who fell through the ice attempting to rescue 

the teenagers. In his heroic effort to save the teens, Captain Anderson saved the life of his fellow 

first responder, Long Valley Fire Protection District Chief Chris Baitx. Tragically, Captain 

Anderson succumbed to the cold during this heroic rescue attempt, making the ultimate sacrifice 

in the line of duty.  

Captain Anderson's invaluable service, dedication, leadership, and commitment contributed 

greatly to the safety and well-being of his community. The Long Valley Fire Protection District 

seeks to honor Captain Anderson's memory and service by dedicating a portion of State Route 

395 in his name. This dedication will serve as a fitting tribute to Captain Vidar Anderson's 

service, sacrifice, and heroism, and will ensure that he is remembered by all who travel this 

route. 

According to the Author 

"Captain Vidar Anderson was a hero in the Mono County community whose selfless actions 

saved the lives of local children. Acting without hesitation in a moment of danger, he placed the 

safety of others above his own and demonstrated extraordinary courage and commitment to 

public service. This memorial highway is dedicated in his honor to ensure his bravery, sacrifice, 

and lasting impact on Mono County are permanently recognized and remembered by all who 

travel through the region." 

Arguments in Support 

Writing in support of the resolution, Melissa Niehoff, daughter of Bill Niehoff, a former 

volunteer firefighter with the Long Valley Fire Department, states, "I am writing this letter as a 

testament to the lasting legacies that become an enduring part of someone's story. 
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"Although I never had the honor of meeting Captain Anderson, I came to know him through my 

father's stories - the ones told to me as a little girl, the stories shared while visiting the 

department, reading old articles, and standing quietly at the Convict Lake memorial site. In many 

ways, I feel like I grew up knowing the kind of man Captain Anderson was. 

"The most moving account I have ever heard came from Chief Ray Turner, whom I was blessed 

to meet last year while visiting Long Valley. Chief Turner saw the tragedy unfold before his very 

eyes. Hearing him speak about that day is something you never forget. Some might say he lost a 

colleague. But when you hear his voice tremble and see his eyes fill with tears, you understand 

he didn't just lose a colleague or even an exceptionally good friend. He lost a brother. 

"As we approach the 36th year since Captain Anderson's passing and the tragic events of 

Presidents' Day at Convict Lake, there has never been a more meaningful time to honor Captain 

Andersons life and sacrifice." 

Arguments in Opposition 

None on file 

FISCAL COMMENTS 

Unknown, but the measure requests that Caltrans determine the cost of appropriate signage 

consistent with requirements for the state highway system and only erect the appropriate signage 

upon receiving donations from non-state sources covering the cost. 

 

VOTES: 

ASM TRANSPORTATION:  15-0-1 

YES:  Wilson, Davies, Aguiar-Curry, Ahrens, Carrillo, Harabedian, Hart, Hoover, Jackson, 

Lackey, Macedo, Papan, Ransom, Rogers, Sharp-Collins 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Ávila Farías 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  74-0-6 

YES:  Aguiar-Curry, Ahrens, Alanis, Alvarez, Arambula, Ávila Farías, Bains, Bauer-Kahan, 

Bennett, Berman, Boerner, Bonta, Bryan, Calderon, Caloza, Carrillo, Castillo, Chen, Connolly, 

Davies, DeMaio, Dixon, Elhawary, Ellis, Flora, Fong, Gabriel, Gallagher, Garcia, Gipson, Jeff 

Gonzalez, Mark González, Haney, Harabedian, Hart, Hoover, Irwin, Jackson, Johnson, Kalra, 

Krell, Lackey, Lee, Lowenthal, Macedo, McKinnor, Muratsuchi, Nguyen, Ortega, Pacheco, 

Papan, Patel, Patterson, Pellerin, Petrie-Norris, Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Ransom, Michelle 

Rodriguez, Rogers, Blanca Rubio, Sanchez, Schiavo, Schultz, Solache, Stefani, Ta, Tangipa, 

Valencia, Wallis, Ward, Wilson, Zbur, Rivas 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Addis, Hadwick, Celeste Rodriguez, Sharp-Collins, Soria, Wicks 

 

SENATE FLOOR:  37-0-3 

YES:  Allen, Alvarado-Gil, Archuleta, Arreguín, Becker, Blakespear, Cabaldon, Caballero, 

Cervantes, Choi, Cortese, Dahle, Durazo, Gonzalez, Grayson, Hurtado, Jones, Laird, Limón, 

McGuire, McNerney, Menjivar, Niello, Ochoa Bogh, Padilla, Pérez, Reyes, Richardson, Rubio, 

Smallwood-Cuevas, Stern, Strickland, Umberg, Valladares, Wahab, Weber Pierson, Wiener 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Ashby, Grove, Seyarto 
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UPDATED 

VERSION: May 13, 2026 

CONSULTANT:  Aimee Maxwell-Jolly / TRANS. / (916) 319-2093   FN: 0003185 


