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AB 2751 (Alvarez) – As Amended April 16, 2026 

Policy Committee: Governmental Organization    Vote: 22 - 0 

      

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill revises the amount of alcohol an individual may bring into California for personal or 

household use. 

Specifically, this bill restricts an adult entering the U.S. as a pedestrian or by vehicle that is not a 

common carrier to bringing into the state no more than six liters of alcoholic beverages every 31 

days.  As a result, this bill increases the amount of alcohol a pedestrian or a California resident 

who crosses the border in a vehicle that is not a common carrier may bring (up from one liter 

every 31 days) and decreases the amount of alcohol a non-California resident crossing the border 

in a vehicle that is not a common carrier may bring (down from 60 liters). 

FISCAL EFFECT: 

Minor and absorbable costs to the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) to update 

informational materials and provide related enforcement. 

This committee sees a wide array of bills that propose to modify the scope of alcohol laws. 

Generally, the majority of proposals do not generate significant new workload for ABC, but 

taken together, these proposals could lead to significant new costs and future budget requests.  In 

this case, however, the proposed expansion of consumer privileges is relatively minor in scope. 

COMMENTS: 

1) Purpose.  According to the author: 

this bill modernizes California’s alcohol import laws to reflect the 

realities of our border communities.  The bill aligns California’s 

personal use import limits from Mexico with those of other states like 

Texas, allowing residents to bring back up to 6 liters of alcohol for 

personal consumption.  These changes support cross border commerce, 

promote tourism, and foster the binational relationship with Mexico 

while maintaining public safety through clear, enforceable standards. 

2) Customs Control.  An adult who brings alcoholic beverages into California from out of state 

for personal or household use is not required to obtain a license from ABC, but certain 

restrictions apply.  Existing law limits the quantity of alcohol brought into California for 

personal or household use as follows:  
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(a) A pedestrian crossing the international border on foot may bring in only the amount of 

alcoholic beverages exempt from the payment of duties in accordance with federal law 

(one liter every 31 days). 

(b) A person crossing the international border via a common carrier (generally, by bus, ship, 

or plane) may bring in a “reasonable” quantity of alcoholic beverages (up to five cases or 

60 liters). 

(c) A California resident crossing the international border in a vehicle that is not a common 

carrier may bring in the same amount as a pedestrian. 

(d) A non-California resident crossing the international border in a vehicle that is not a 

common carrier may bring in the same amount as a person crossing via common carrier.   

These thresholds are set and enforced under an agreement between ABC and U.S. Customs 

and Border Protection.  This bill sets a uniform threshold – six liters – for an adult bringing 

alcohol into the state for personal or household use who enters as a pedestrian or in a vehicle 

that is not a common carrier, regardless of the adult’s residency status.  This bill does not 

impact a person entering the state via a common carrier. 
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