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Date of Hearing: April 22, 2026

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
Buffy Wicks, Chair
AB 2663 (Rogers) — As Amended April 13, 2026

Policy Committee: Governmental Organization Vote: 22-0
Urgency: Yes State Mandated Local Program: No Reimbursable: No
SUMMARY:

This bill extends, until December 31, 2031, existing law allowing certain Department of
Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) licensees operating bona fide public eating places to sell
alcoholic beverages for off-sale consumption under certain conditions.

FISCAL EFFECT:

Minor and absorbable costs to ABC to continue education and enforcement efforts regarding
takeout sales of alcoholic beverages.

This committee sees a wide array of bills that propose to modify the scope of alcohol laws.
Generally, the majority of proposals do not generate significant new workload for ABC, but
taken together, these proposals could lead to significant new costs and future budget requests. In
this case, however, ABC has received relatively few complaints related to this privilege, despite
applying to over 35,000 licensees.

COMMENTS:

1) Purpose. According to the author, allowing certain establishments to sell prepackaged
alcoholic beverages for off-premises consumption alongside a meal has “provided a critical
and reliable source of revenue for California’s hospitality industry, especially in small mom
and pop shops, helping businesses adapt to evolving consumer preferences and ongoing
economic challenges.” The author contends that this policy should be continued and notes
that there is “no evidence that these provisions have resulted in significant public safety
concerns.” This bill is sponsored by the California Restaurant Association and supported by
other hospitality industry associations.

2) Cocktails To-go. Following the March 19, 2020 COVID-19 stay-at-home order, ABC
issued the first of many regulatory relief notices to help restaurants crippled by serving only
takeout or delivery meals. Licensees with on-sale privileges were granted the right to sell
alcoholic beverages for off-sale consumption in a manufacturer pre-packaged container, or in
a container with a fully sealed and secured lid sold in conjunction with a meal. This policy
was to be temporary, providing immediate relief during the crisis, and expired on December
31,2021. SB 389 (Dodd), Chapter 657, Statutes of 2021, continues the policy until
December 31, 2026, but specified the alcoholic beverages must be ordered and picked up by,
and not delivered to, the consumer. This bill extends the policy another five years until
December 31, 2031.
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3) Prior Legislation. SB 495 (Dodd), of the 2023-24 Legislative Session, would have repealed
the alcohol takeout policy’s meal and pick-up requirements and extended the privilege to
bars without food service, among other provisions related to alcohol delivery. SB 495 was

held on this committee’s suspense file.
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