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Date of Hearing:  May 6, 2026 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Buffy Wicks, Chair 

AB 2518 (Sharp-Collins) – As Amended April 27, 2026 

Policy Committee: Utilities and Energy    Vote: 17 - 0 

      

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  Yes Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill establishes a pilot project, through the end of 2031, of timelines by which San Diego 

Gas and Electric (SDG&E) is to “energize” a project, that is, physically connect the project to the 

SDG&E electrical distribution grid, including the completion of all work necessary to make the 

energization effective. 

More specifically, this bill distinguishes projects by category type and specifies timelines by 

which SDG&E is to energize a project of a given category type, as follows: 

• Category one—A development project designed to protect, support or advance the 

public health, safety or welfare of the community, and includes only affordable housing 

developments, development of essential services buildings and development of health 

facilities. Time to energize—within 40 business days of being deemed construction 

ready. 

• Category two—Development of a municipal facility or an electric vehicle charger and 

charging station. Time to energize—within 55 business days of being deemed 

construction ready. 

• Category three—Development of any other facility and project type.  Time to 

energize—within 70 business days of being deemed construction ready. 

The bill requires SDG&E to include reporting on its compliance with the bill’s requirements in 

the report it provides to the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) every other year. 

FISCAL EFFECT: 

Minor costs the CPUC, if any. 

COMMENTS: 

Energization generally refers to connecting a load, such as a building, factory or charging station, 

to the electrical distribution system. The Legislature has an interest in ensuring utilities fulfill 

energization requests quickly, so that economic and personal activity may occur, and so that the 

state may achieve its clean energy goals.  To ensure timely energization, the Legislature has, in 

the past few years, directed the CPUC to establish reasonable average and maximum target 
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energization time periods applicable to the state’s investor-owned utilities (IOUs) and requiring 

utilities to share energization information with local governments. 

This bill proposes a definition of energization that is much more specific, at least for the 

purposes of this bill—the act of physically connecting a project to the electrical distribution grid 

of SDGE, including the completion of all work necessary to make the energization effective. 

And the bill establishes timelines by which SDG&E is to energize a project.  According to the 

San Diego Housing Federation, this approach is desirable, because “Utility energization delays 

present a serious and underappreciated barrier to affordable housing delivery.”  SDG&E does not 

object, having submitted a letter in support of this bill. 

Analysis Prepared by: Jay Dickenson / APPR. / (916) 319-2081


