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Date of Hearing: May 6, 2026

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
Buffy Wicks, Chair
AB 2507 (Nguyen) — As Introduced February 20, 2026

Policy Committee: Governmental Organization Vote: 21-0
Urgency: No State Mandated Local Program: No Reimbursable: No
SUMMARY:

This bill restructures the office of the Governor’s Tribal Advisor to become the Office of Tribal
Affairs (OTA) and provides specific duties for the OTA.

Specifically, this bill:

1) Restructures the office of the Governor’s Tribal Advisor to the OTA, led by the Secretary of
Tribal Affairs as an evolution of the Governor’s Tribal Advisor, and requires the OTA to
facilitate direct engagement between state agencies and tribal governments, among other
responsibilities.

2) Requires each state agency that engages or has programs, services, or responsibilities
affecting a tribal government to designate a tribal liaison and adopt a tribal consultation
policy consistent with related Executive Orders (EOs).

3) Requires the OTA be advised by a Tribal Advisory Committee, consisting of nine tribal chair
members, which must meet regularly at least four times per year, to provide guidance,
recommendations, and tribal perspectives and improve the design, access, and
implementation of state programs and services affecting tribal governments.

FISCAL EFFECT:

Costs of an unknown amount, potentially in the high hundreds of thousands of dollars annually,
across state agencies to maintain a tribal liaison and tribal consultation policy (General Fund
(GF) or special fund). Although state agencies are already required to have such liaisons and
policies pursuant to existing EOs, this bill would prohibit an agency from redirecting staff
resources towards other workload if a subsequent governor was to modify or repeal the existing
requirement. Additionally, costs of an unknown amount to support the work of the Tribal
Advisory Committee (GF). Although committee members will serve without compensation,
members must be reimbursed for related necessary expenses, and it is likely the committee itself
will incur expenses related to hosting public meetings.

The Legislative Analyst’s Office recently warned of GF structural deficits of around $35 billion
per year in the 2027-28 fiscal year and ongoing.

COMMENTS:

1) Purpose. According to the author:



2)
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Today, many parts of the state’s tribal affairs framework exist through
executive orders and agency policies rather than clearly in statute, and
consultation practices can vary from one agency to another. AB 2507
helps bring greater clarity and consistency by codifying the
Governor’s Office of Tribal Affairs, clarifying tribal liaison roles, and
establishing a Tribal Advisory Committee. This bill helps ensure
California’s engagement with Tribal governments is structured,
transparent, and consistent moving forward.

This bill is sponsored by Wilton Rancheria and supported by other tribal nations and the
California Tribal Business Alliance.

Governor’s Tribal Advisor. Governor Brown issued EO B-10-11 in 2011, which
established the Governor’s Office of the Tribal Advisor and required all state agencies to
encourage early consideration, communication, and consultation with tribes when developing
legislation, guidelines, regulations, rules, or policies on matters that affect tribes and their
communities. AB 880 (Gray), Chapter 801, Statutes of 2018, codified the office and Tribal
Advisor position within the Governor’s office. This bill renames the office and position to
the OTA and Secretary of Tribal Affairs, respectively, prescribes the OTA’s duties and
responsibilities, codifies the requirement for each applicable state agency to have a tribal
liaison and adopt a tribal consultation policy, and establishes a Tribal Advisory Committee to
advise the OTA.
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