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Date of Hearing:  May 6, 2026 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Buffy Wicks, Chair 

AB 2374 (Fong) – As Amended April 13, 2026 

Policy Committee: Higher Education    Vote: 7 - 3 

      

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill creates the designation of California Asian American- and Native Hawaiian Pacific 

Islander-Serving Institutions to recognize colleges and universities that excel at providing 

academic resources to Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander students.  

FISCAL EFFECT: 

Minor and absorbable costs to the California State University (CSU), University of California 

(UC), and California Community Colleges (CCC), to participate in the designation of California 

Asian American- and Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander-Serving Institutions.  

The bill does not name a managing entity but to the extent that future legislation names the UC, 

CSU, or CCC Chancellor’s Office as the managing entity, the bill would result in General Fund 

cost pressures likely in the low hundreds of thousands of dollars to support that administrative 

workload.  

COMMENTS: 

1) Purpose. According to the author:  

California’s Asian American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander 

(AANHPI) students come from diverse backgrounds and income 

levels.  AB 2374 establishes a state level designation to recognize 

public and private higher education institutions that show commitment 

toward supporting AANHPI students in increasing retention and 

graduation rates.  With the increase in anti-Asian hate sentiments and 

attack on immigrant communities, the designation will help AANHPI 

students make important enrollment decisions at institutions where 

they know they will be welcomed and supported in a cultural context. 

2) Background. 2020 Decennial Census data showed six million Californians identified as 

Asian and 157,263 identified as Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander. Of the 2.2 million 

students enrolled at a community college in the 2024-2025 academic year, 248,686 identified 

as Asian and 7,979 identified as Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander.  In 2025, the CSU 

enrolled 471,451 students, of whom 71,413 identified as Asian and 1,333 identified as Native 

Hawaiian or Pacific Islander. The UC enrolled 237,616 students in fall 2025 with 131,933 

identifying as Asian and 2,454 identifying as Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander. Therefore, 
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other than within the UC system, AANHPI students comprise a minority of California’s 

public higher education system students. Supporters of this bill, such as the California 

Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander American Affairs, claim this bill’s designation 

process “will encourage institutional accountability, strategic planning, and targeted support 

structures aligned with statewide equity and student success goals” and create “conditions 

where AANHPI students may flourish both academically and personally.” 

3) Related Legislation. SB 1255 (Reyes), of the current legislative session, creates the 

Designation of California Hispanic-Serving Institutions and names the CSU Chancellor’s 

Office as managing entity. SB 1255 was referred to the Senate Committee on Appropriations 

suspense file. 

4) Prior Legislation. SB 1348 (Bradford), Chapter 627, Statutes of 2024, established the 

Designation for Black-Serving Institutions, managed by the CSU Statewide Central Office 

for the Advancement of Black Excellence.  
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