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CONCURRENCE IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

AB 2233 (Ta) 

As Amended  August 6, 2026 

Majority vote 

SUMMARY 

Prohibits a health plan or health insurer from imposing restrictions on the utilization of 

authorized treatment hours for pervasive developmental disorder (PDD) or autism within a 

behavioral health treatment (BHT) plan's six-month authorization period, as specified. Requires 

authorized hours to remain available for use throughout the authorization period. 

Senate Amendments 

1) Narrow the prohibition on utilization restrictions for authorized treatment hours to only apply 

if the use of the hours are reasonably consistent with the treatment plan and clinical 

guidelines, and are documented in the treatment plan or progress reports; and, 

2) Further qualify that the authorized hours are to remain available for use throughout the 

authorization period if the use of the hours are reasonably consistent with the treatment plan 

and clinical guidelines, and are documented in the treatment plan or progress reports. 

COMMENTS 

PDDs – now known as autism spectrum disorder (ASD) – are a group of developmental delays 

that affect social and communication skills. According to the California Health Benefits Review 

Program, ASD is characterized by deficits in social interactions and communication, sensory 

processing, stereotypic (repetitive) behaviors or interests, and sometimes cognitive function. The 

symptoms of ASD fall along a continuum, ranging from mild impairment to profound disability. 

ASD diagnoses are often made early in life, as individuals often demonstrate symptoms in early 

childhood. The cause (or causes) of ASD remain unknown, and research into genetic etiology, as 

well as environmental factors, continues to be explored. There is no cure for ASD; however, 

there is evidence that treatment, including BHT, may improve some symptoms.  

California law requires BHT coverage and requires a qualified autism service provider to review 

a treatment plan no less than once every six months and modify whenever appropriate. This bill 

would prohibit health plans from restricting hours authorized under a BHT plan for the six-

month period between reviews. 

According to the Author 

This bill will protect people with disabilities from losing coverage of essential treatment that has 

already been prescribed to them from a doctor and approved by a healthcare plan if they are 

unable to make it to an appointment. The author states that this bill will not infringe on a 

healthcare plan's discretion to conduct utilization reviews of the services and treatment being 

provided whenever appropriate. The author continues that this bill simply ensures that once care 

is prescribed by a doctor and approved, patients are able to use it. The author states that 

utilization reviews are intended to ensure appropriate care, not to undermine approved treatment 

through administrative design. The author argues that when patients lose authorized hours due to 

inflexible utilization rules, care is disrupted, progress may be delayed or reversed, and families 

face unnecessary stress navigating coverage limitations unrelated to medical need. The author 

concludes that California has long led the nation in health care consumer protections, and this 
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bill addresses a narrow but significant gap in existing law to ensure that approved care is truly 

available to those who need it. 

Arguments in Support 

The Autism Business Association (ABA) supports this bill, stating that their members (autism 

providers) have observed that health plans have initiated a practice of imposing weekly caps on 

behavioral services. ABA argues that despite patients receiving authorizations for six-month 

periods, these arbitrary weekly limits restrict the delivery of necessary care. ABA continues that 

under this current practice, if a patient misses a session for any reason—whether due to illness, 

family emergency, or provider availability—they are strictly prohibited from making up those 

hours later in the authorization period. ABA argues that this rigidity disrupts the continuity of 

care, prevents individuals from receiving the full dosage of treatment deemed medically 

necessary, and ultimately hinders therapeutic progress. ABA concludes that by ensuring that 

authorized service hours can be utilized flexibly within the authorization period, this bill protects 

patients from losing essential care and allows providers to deliver treatment that is both 

consistent and effective. 

Arguments in Opposition 

The Doogri Institute opposes this bill, stating that it risks perpetuating known fraud 

vulnerabilities in California's behavioral health treatment system by removing practical 

utilization constraints without sufficient safeguards.  

FISCAL COMMENTS 

According to the Senate Appropriations Committee, pursuant to Senate Rule 28.8, negligible 

state costs. 

VOTES: 

ASM HEALTH:  16-0-0 

YES:  Bonta, Chen, Addis, Aguiar-Curry, Pacheco, Caloza, Carrillo, Mark González, Johnson, 

Patel, Patterson, Rogers, Sanchez, Schiavo, Sharp-Collins, Stefani 

 

ASM APPROPRIATIONS:  13-0-2 

YES:  Wicks, Hoover, Arambula, Caloza, Dixon, Fong, Mark González, Krell, Muratsuchi, 

Pacheco, Pellerin, Solache, Ta 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Calderon, Tangipa 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  66-0-14 

YES:  Addis, Aguiar-Curry, Ahrens, Alanis, Alvarez, Ávila Farías, Bains, Bauer-Kahan, 

Bennett, Boerner, Bryan, Calderon, Caloza, Carrillo, Castillo, Chen, Connolly, Davies, DeMaio, 

Elhawary, Ellis, Fong, Gabriel, Gallagher, Garcia, Gipson, Jeff Gonzalez, Mark González, 

Hadwick, Haney, Hoover, Irwin, Johnson, Kalra, Krell, Lackey, Lowenthal, McKinnor, 

Muratsuchi, Nguyen, Ortega, Pacheco, Papan, Patel, Patterson, Pellerin, Petrie-Norris, Ramos, 

Ransom, Michelle Rodriguez, Rogers, Blanca Rubio, Sanchez, Schultz, Sharp-Collins, Solache, 

Soria, Stefani, Ta, Tangipa, Wallis, Ward, Wicks, Wilson, Zbur, Rivas 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Arambula, Berman, Bonta, Dixon, Flora, Harabedian, Hart, Jackson, Lee, 

Macedo, Quirk-Silva, Celeste Rodriguez, Schiavo, Valencia 
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UPDATED 

VERSION: August 6, 2026 

CONSULTANT:  Riana King / HEALTH / (916) 319-2097   FN: 0003797 


