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Date of Hearing: April 29, 2026

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
Buffy Wicks, Chair
AB 2229 (Pellerin) — As Amended March 25, 2026

Policy Committee: Higher Education Vote: 10-0
Urgency: No State Mandated Local Program: No Reimbursable: No
SUMMARY:

This bill establishes the California State University (CSU) Enrollment, Access, and Retention of
Noncontinuous Students Program for the purpose of increasing reenrollment rates of
noncontinuous students.

Specifically, the bill requires the Chancellor of the CSU to adopt a policy prioritizing enrollment
funding to campuses meeting enrollment targets and focusing on reenrolling former CSU
students who may have withdrawn. The bill also requires of the Board of Trustees of the CSU
(BOT) adoption of a transcript evaluation policy for noncontinuous students, on or before July 1,
2027, and an internet-accessible data dashboard including various demographic data of program
participants. Each campus, on or before July 1, 2027, must provide priority registration to a
noncontinuous student and must designate one continuous student advisor assist with the
program’s implementation at their campus.

FISCAL EFFECT:

1) Ongoing General Fund costs in the low millions of dollars annually for the CSU
campuses, cumulatively statewide, to process the increased workload associated with an
increase in reenrolled noncontinuous students without diminishing the ability for
academic advisors to accomplish existing workload.

2) One-time General Fund costs of approximately $500,000 for the CSU to create and
implement the internet-accessible data dashboard.

3) One-time General Fund costs in the low tens of thousands of dollars for the CSU
Chancellor’s Office to adopt the transcript evaluation policy, which includes paid hours
and incidental costs necessary for faculty participation in the process outside of
instruction hours.

COMMENTS:
1) Purpose. According to the author:

It can be difficult for CSU students who have withdrawn with the
intention of returning to higher education at a later time — also referred
as ‘stopped out’ — to navigate the reentry process and access supports
once they have reenrolled. While some CSU campuses have taken
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commendable steps to support their returning students, there is
currently no standardized policy for transcript evaluation.

AB 2229 requires the CSU to develop a systemwide transcript
evaluation policy, requires that each campus designate at least one
advisor to support returning students in their path to graduate, and
requires that these returning students be offered priority registration.

2) Background. According to the Campaign for College Opportunity (CCO), California accounts
for approximately 6 million of a total 37 million students nationwide who have left college early
without earning a credential, with black college students exhibiting persistent completion gaps
across the public higher education system. This bill would establish a noncontinuous student
program at the CSU, including a CSU chancellor-adopted transcript evaluation policy and
mandated priority registration, to facilitate reenrollment and degree completion by noncontinuous
students.

Currently, neither the CSU nor the UC have a system-wide policy in place for readmissions to
their systems. Instead, they have localized campus policies in place for the reenrollment of
students who have stopped attending courses of study.
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