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Date of Hearing: May 13, 2026

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
Buffy Wicks, Chair
AB 2221 (Irwin) — As Amended April 23, 2026

Policy Committee: Privacy and Consumer Protection Vote: 15-0
Urgency: No State Mandated Local Program: No Reimbursable: No
SUMMARY:

This bill amends the Supervision of Trustees and Fundraisers for Charitable Purposes Act to
revise the regulatory framework for charitable fundraising platforms and platform charities, and
to establish notice-and-cure procedures and procedural protections for charity registrants
overseen by the Department of Justice (DOJ).

FISCAL EFFECT:

One-time costs to DOJ for limited-term, increased workload to enforce AB 2221 by obtaining
services of an external consultant to maintain the Attorney General’s online filing service in
accordance with rules and regulations of the Attorney General. These services would be to assist
a person or entity that is required to file registration, reporting, or other submissions with the
registry. These are one-time expenses that will impact the Registry of Charities and Fundraisers
Fund.

COMMENTS:
1) Purpose. According to the author:

AB 2221 is the latest step in a seven-year effort to update and
modernize California's online charitable giving laws. While
implementation of AB 488 (2021) has been largely successful, it also
produced unintended consequences. For example, some charities were
removed from digital fundraising platforms due to minor clerical
errors, preventing them from raising funds during critical periods...AB
2221 addresses these issues to help complete the modernization of the
law.

2) Background. AB 488 (Irwin), Chapter 616, Statutes of 2021, established a regulatory
framework for charitable fundraising platforms (for example, GoFundMe, PayPal, Meta) and
platform charities under DOJ supervision. The bill became operative in 2023 and DOJ
adopted implementing regulations in 2024. Under existing law, platforms and platform
charities may only solicit or assist with donations on behalf of charities in “good standing”
— meaning, among other things, the charity’s tax-exempt status has not been revoked by the
Internal Revenue Service or Franchise Tax Board and the charity is not prohibited from
soliciting or operating in the state by the Attorney General. Stakeholders raised concerns at
the policy committee’s recent Outcomes Review hearing on AB 488 that the good standing
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requirement, as currently implemented, removes charities from platforms based on minor
administrative errors and lacks adequate procedural safeguards. This bill responds to those
concerns by narrowing when DOJ may remove a charity from good standing — limiting it to
instances of a cease-and-desist order, delinquency, suspension, or revocation following new
statutory procedures — and by removing IRS revocation as an independent factor. The bill
establishes tiered notice-and-cure procedures (three 60-day windows for delinquencies; two
30-day windows after a 10-day deemed-approved processing window) and requires
administrative action before any suspension, revocation, or cease and desist order. It also
mandates online filing of all registrations, reports, and fees — with full electronic
administration by January 1, 2028 — and adds flexibility for platforms to refund or redirect
donations when the intended recipient charity is not in good standing.
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