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CONCURRENCE IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

AB 2103 (Irwin) 

As Amended  August 18, 2026 

Majority vote 

SUMMARY 

This bill codifies, effective January 1, 2027, the Engaged California Program within the Office 

of Data and Innovation (ODI), establishes a topic-selection process involving the Legislature and 

the Secretary of Government Operations, sets reporting requirements, and authorizes ODI to 

accept supplemental funding from partner organizations subject to restrictions on funder 

participation.  

Senate Amendments 

Provide that the Engaged California Program can fulfill its conditional deliberation 

responsibilities if the office partners with a state entity or there is a proclaimed state of 

emergency, and make various technical changes.    

COMMENTS 

The Engaged California Program is a program housed in the Office of Data and Innovation 

(ODI) that is designed to strengthen trust between Californians and their state government by 

creating a structured approach to public engagement. The program functions as a modern digital 

forum that allows participants to opt in to the conversation at their convenience. It is built to 

gather input using structured dialogue and balanced information, combined with an outreach 

approach to ensure participation reflects those most impacted by the topic under consideration.  

This process was administratively created and has been deployed by ODI several times. The 

author provides two examples. During the Los Angeles fire recovery effort, impacted residents 

helped identify and prioritize recovery needs. Through a statewide workforce engagement, state 

employees provided input on improving service delivery. In both cases, participants could see 

how their input informed recommendations, while state leaders gained a clearer understanding of 

priorities on complex issues. 

On May 7, the Governor announced the first statewide effort asking Californians to share details 

on how artificial intelligence is affecting their work, the economy, and what the state should do 

about it.  

According to the Author 

AB 2103 modernizes how Californians engage with their government by codifying Engaged 

California within the Office of Data and Innovation as a permanent statewide public 

engagement program. While traditional tools like hearings and public comment remain 

important, they do not always capture the full diversity and tapestry of California's 

communities. This bill provides a durable framework for structured public deliberation so 

that Californians from different backgrounds and regions can participate more meaningfully 

in state policymaking and help generate actionable recommendations that inform government 

policies. This measure ensures that the program can continue across administrations, 

preserving an innovative model for enhanced civic engagement. 
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Arguments in Support 

Elevate California writes in support: 

Elevate California's mission is to bridge the gap between everyday Californians and the 

policymaking process. Too often, traditional avenues for public participation fail to capture 

the full diversity of perspectives across our state and structural barriers exclude ordinary 

Californians from meaningful civic engagement. 

AB 2103 represents an important step forward in modernizing how Californians engage with 

their government. By codifying Engaged California as a permanent statewide public 

engagement program within the Office of Data and Innovation, this bill ensures that more 

inclusive, representative, and deliberative processes become a sustained part of state 

governance. 

Engaged California's model—bringing together diverse cohorts of residents, providing 

balanced educational materials, and facilitating structured dialogue—aligns closely with 

Elevate California's commitment to amplifying the voices of everyday Californians. AB 2103 

provides the stability and flexibility needed to sustain and scale this effort across state 

government. 

Also writing in support, Project Liberty states:  

AB 2103 codifies Engaged California as a permanent program within the Office of Data and 

Innovation, addressing limitations in traditional public participation methods. While public 

hearings, town halls, and comment periods remain important, they often fail to reach a 

representative cross-section of Californians due to barriers such as time, geography, and 

accessibility. 

Engaged California offers a more inclusive approach. By bringing together diverse 

participant cohorts, providing clear and nonpartisan information, and facilitating structured 

dialogue, the program enables more informed and meaningful public input. It also turns that 

input into actionable insights, helping decision makers create policies and programs that 

better reflect the needs and experiences of Californians. 

Project Liberty has deep experience building the kind of digital public infrastructure that 

powers programs like Engaged California. Our work on open protocols and deliberative 

platforms, in partnership with governments and institutions around the world, demonstrates 

that technology-enabled civic engagement can operate at scale while maintaining the trust 

and safety that meaningful public participation requires. 

By establishing Engaged California in statute, AB 2103 ensures continuity across 

administrations and reinforces the state's commitment to transparent, inclusive, and effective 

governance. 

Arguments in Opposition 

None on file. 

FISCAL COMMENTS 

According to the Senate Appropriations Committee: 
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Major administrative costs to ODI to continue statutory governance and operational 

requirements of the Engaged California Program (Data and Innovation Services Revolving 

Fund, General Fund). 

Significant to major costs to state entities to participate in Engaged California Programs for 

outreach, community engagement, communications, data sharing and technical expertise 

depending on the topics selected.  (Special funds, General Fund). 

VOTES: 

ASM PRIVACY AND CONSUMER PROTECTION:  15-0-0 

YES:  Bauer-Kahan, Macedo, Bryan, DeMaio, Hoover, Irwin, Lowenthal, McKinnor, Ortega, 

Patterson, Pellerin, Petrie-Norris, Ward, Wicks, Wilson 

 

ASM APPROPRIATIONS:  15-0-0 

YES:  Wicks, Hoover, Aguiar-Curry, Calderon, Caloza, Dixon, Fong, Mark González, Krell, 

Pacheco, Pellerin, Sharp-Collins, Solache, Ta, Tangipa 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  72-0-8 

YES:  Addis, Aguiar-Curry, Ahrens, Alanis, Alvarez, Ávila Farías, Bains, Bauer-Kahan, 

Bennett, Berman, Boerner, Bonta, Bryan, Calderon, Caloza, Carrillo, Castillo, Connolly, Davies, 

DeMaio, Dixon, Elhawary, Ellis, Flora, Fong, Gabriel, Gallagher, Gipson, Jeff Gonzalez, Mark 

González, Hadwick, Haney, Harabedian, Hart, Irwin, Jackson, Johnson, Kalra, Krell, Lee, 

Lowenthal, Macedo, McKinnor, Muratsuchi, Nguyen, Ortega, Pacheco, Papan, Patel, Patterson, 

Pellerin, Petrie-Norris, Quirk-Silva, Ransom, Michelle Rodriguez, Rogers, Blanca Rubio, 

Sanchez, Schiavo, Sharp-Collins, Solache, Soria, Stefani, Ta, Tangipa, Valencia, Wallis, Ward, 

Wicks, Wilson, Zbur, Rivas 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Arambula, Chen, Garcia, Hoover, Lackey, Ramos, Celeste Rodriguez, 

Schultz 

 

UPDATED 

VERSION: August 18, 2026 

CONSULTANT:  Julie Salley / P. & C.P. / (916) 319-2200   FN: 0004533 


