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Date of Hearing: April 29, 2026

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
Buffy Wicks, Chair
AB 2048 (Calderon) — As Introduced February 17, 2026

Policy Committee: Economic Development, Growth, and Vote: 7-0
Household Impact

Urgency: No State Mandated Local Program: No Reimbursable: No
SUMMARY:

This bill requires the Governor to establish the California-Ireland Trade Commission within the
Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development (GO-Biz). The bill also requires the
commission to report its findings, results, and recommendations to the Governor and the
Legislature annually beginning within one year of its initial meeting and by February 1 every
year thereafter, through February 1, 2031.

FISCAL EFFECT:

This bill conditions the requirement that the Governor establish the California-Ireland Trade
Commission upon the Legislature making an appropriation for this purpose. Therefore, the bill
entails no direct costs. It does, however, create cost pressure for an appropriation to create the
office and to pay for its continued administration, as follows:

1) One-time General Fund costs between $100,000 and $200,000 for GO-Biz to create the
commission.

2) Ongoing General Fund costs of approximately $444,0000 annually through fiscal year
2030-31 for additional staff, travel, and external stakeholder meetings and events.

COMMENTS:

The author asserts that Ireland “has long been a strong economic partner for California,” and
intends this bill to “promote bilateral economic investment and serve as a resource to help
identify new growth opportunities.”

Existing statute directs GO-Biz to develop and implement an International Trade and Investment
Program and authorizes the director of GO-Biz to establish international trade and investment
offices outside of the United States as the director determines is appropriate, provided the
director has prepared:

1) A separately stated budget for each international trade and investment office.

2) A strategy and business plan for the International Trade and Investment Program, developed
with input from California businesses that shall include, but not be limited to, measurable
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goals, objectives and outcomes and timelines necessary to attract employment-producing
direct foreign investment to the state and increase California exports.

3) A written review of the implementation of the prior year’s strategy and business plan for the
International Trade and Investment Program that addresses the performance of the program
and each international trade and investment office.

At present, GO-Biz maintains no international trade and investment office outside the United
States.

AB 254 (Gallagher), of this legislative session, like this bill, requires the Governor to establish
the California-Ireland Trade Commission within GO-Biz. AB 254 was held in the Senate
Appropriations committee.

Analysis Prepared by: Aaron Heredia / APPR. /(916) 319-2081



