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Date of Hearing: April 13, 2026

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Rhodesia Ransom, Chair
AB 1995 (Patel) — As Introduced February 17, 2026

SUBJECT: State Fire Marshal: lithium battery working group: membership: funding

SUMMARY: Requires the Office of the State Fire Marshal to convene a lithium battery working
group to identify those safety issues associated with lithium batteries and associated charging
infrastructure installed or used near or within residential or commercial occupancies that have
not already been addressed in the 2025 Edition of the California Building Standards Code to
recommend potential solutions that will enhance building safety for the State Fire Marshal and
other impacted agencies to consider. Specifically, this bill:

1) Requires the Office of the State Fire Marshal to convene a lithium battery working group
to identify those safety issues associated with lithium batteries and associated charging
infrastructure installed or used near or within residential or commercial occupancies that
have not already been addressed in the 2025 Edition of the California Building Standards
Code to recommend potential solutions that will enhance building safety for the State
Fire Marshal and other impacted agencies to consider.

2) Provides the recommendations of the lithium battery working group may include any of
the following:
(a) Informational bulletins.
(b) Guidance documents outlining best practices.
(c) Educational and training materials.
(d) Voluntary and mandatory building standards.

3) Requires the working group convened by the State Fire Marshal to include, at a
minimum, the following:
(a) One representative from the Fire Districts Association of California.
(b) One representative from the California Fire Chiefs Association.
(c) Two representatives from the California Professional Firefighters.
(d) The California Building Standards Commission.
(e) One professor with academic expertise in lithium battery chemistry, as specified.
(f) Local building departments.
(g) Fire safety consultants.
(h) Parking facility owners as specified.
(1) Commercial property owners.
(j) Apartment owners.
(k) One licensed electrical contractor.
(1) One electrician with Energy Storage and Microgrid Training and Certification.

4) Requires the working group to establish a clear timeline to guide the initial research,
findings, and recommendations, and deliver the initial research, findings, and
recommendations on or before January 1, 2028.
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5) Appropriates an undetermined amount of funds from the Building Standards
Administration Special Revolving Fund to support the working group, as specified.

EXISTING LAW:

1) Establishes the California Building Standards Commission (CBSC) within the
Government Operations Agency, the California Building Standards Law, and sets forth
its powers and duties, including approval and adoption of building standards and
codification of those standards into the California Building Standards Code. (Health and
Safety Code Section 18901)

2) Establishes the State Fire Marshal (SFM), within the Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection (Cal FIRE), to foster, promote and develop ways and means of protecting life
and property against fire and panic. (Health and Safety Code Sections 13100-13100.1)

3) Requires the State Fire Marshal, before the next triennial edition of the California
Building Standards Code adopted after January 1, 2025, to propose to the CBSC updates
to the fire standards relating to requirements for lithium-based battery systems. (Health
and Safety Code Section 13110.3)

4) Establishes Cal/OSHA within the Department of Industrial Relations (DIR) to, among
other things, propose, administer, and enforce occupational safety and health standards.
(Labor Code Section 6300)

5) Establishes the Occupational Safety and Health Standards Board (standards board) within
the DIR and grants the standards board exclusive authority to adopt occupational and

health standards within the state. (Labor Code Section 140)

FISCAL EFFECT: Unknown. This bill has not been analyzed by a fiscal committee.

COMMENTS:

Author Statement: “The lack of guidance, best practices, and educational materials for residential
and commercial properties that utilize lithium-ion battery storage is accelerating the risk of
dangers associated with these batteries, a risk that will increase as the state marches towards its
green energy goals. The fragmented system that California currently has is not sustainable in
safely meeting its goals. This bill takes a step that is necessary if we want to proactively prevent
lithium-ion battery fires in our homes and businesses while encouraging a green future.”

Equity Statement: “Under-resourced local fire departments and rural communities benefit from
AB 1995, as it takes a preventative approach that would help to mitigate fires affecting already
strained communities and departments.”

Firefighting remains one of the Nation’s most hazardous professions: According the
Administrator of the United States Fire Administration, ‘Fire is a public health and safety
problem of great proportions, and firefighting remains one of the Nation’s most hazardous
professions. On average there are more than 1.2 million structure fires, nearly 3,000 deaths,
thousands of injuries, and scores of individuals displaced annually from fires. Although disasters
such as fires can affect everyone, fires can also exacerbate pre-existing challenges in underserved
communities across the country. These impacts are further compounded by poor implementation
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and enforcement of national building codes and fire risks associated with technology that make
fires more common, more intense, and more destructive. These challenges pose heightened risks
to the public and to first responders who safeguard our communities, and the challenge continues
to evolve. For example, emerging technologies like Lithium-ion (Li-ion) powered devices and
harmful chemicals including polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) introduce new and continued
risks to our communities and firefighters.”

Lithium-ion Batteries: Lithium-ion batteries are comprised of an anode, cathode, separator,
electrolyte, and two current collectors (positive and negative). The anode and the cathode store
the lithium. The electrolyte carries positively charged lithium ions from the anode to the cathode
and vice versa through the separator. The movement of the lithium ions creates free electrons in
the anode, which creates a charge at the positive current collector. The electrical current then
flows from the current collector through a device being powered (cellphone, computer, etc.) to
the negative current collector. The separator blocks the flow of electrons inside the battery.
Compared to other high-quality rechargeable battery technologies (nickel-cadmium, nickel-
metal-hydride, or lead-acid), lithium batteries have a number of advantages. They have one of
the highest energy densities of any commercial battery technology, approaching 300 watt-hours
per kilogram (Wh/kg) compared to roughly 75 Wh/kg for alternative technologies. High energy
densities and long lifespans have made lithium-ion batteries the market leader in portable
electronic devices and electrified transportation, including electric vehicles and jets.

Risk of Thermal Runaway: One of the primary risks related to lithium-ion batteries is thermal
runaway. Thermal runaway is a phenomenon in which the lithium-ion cell enters an
uncontrollable, self-heating state. Thermal runaway can result in extremely high temperatures,
violent cell venting, smoke, and fire. Faults in a lithtum-ion cell can result in a thermal runaway,
and these faults can be caused by internal failure or external conditions. Lithium-ion battery fires
and explosions are triggered by the thermal runaway reactions inside the cell and, when stored
near or next to another battery or batteries, can set off a chain reaction, making an already tough
fire to fight even worse. When they reach thermal runaway, lithium-ion battery fires can burn
for hours, or even days, until all the flammable chemicals in the battery have been consumed by
the combustion reaction.

Growth of Battery Storage in California and Projected Need: Over the past several years, the
deployment of battery storage systems has grown significantly in California, growing from 500
megawatts (MW) in 2019 to over 13,300 MW statewide in 2024. According to the CPUC,
“Battery storage systems are one of the key technologies California relies on to enhance
reliability and reduce dependency on polluting fossil fuel plants. Battery storage systems soak up
clean energy in the daytime when the sun is shining, store that electricity, and then export it to
the grid in the evening hours when the sun is down. In 2024, California made historic progress in
clean energy deployment. The state brought more than 7,000 MW online—the largest amount in
a single year in California’s history. This includes over 4,000 MW of new battery storage.
California’s current installed battery storage capacity is over 20 percent of California’s peak
demand. The state’s projected need for battery storage capacity is estimated at 52,000 MW by
2045

Arguments in Support: The California Electric Transportation Coalition (CalETC) writes in
support, “CalETC supports the intent of the bill to proactively address safety considerations
associated with lithium batteries and charging infrastructure. As California continues to advance
electrification across the transportation sector, it is critical that safety standards evolve alongside
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deployment to ensure safe integration into residential and commercial environments. AB 1995
takes an important step by convening a working group to evaluate emerging risks and develop
recommendations that can inform future building standards, guidance, and best practices. As the
working group is convened, we encourage consideration of additional perspectives to ensure a
comprehensive and well-informed process, including representation from an electrical utility, a
battery manufacturer and an automaker. We also suggest that the working group incorporate
relevant national standards, including NFTA standards, into its review and recommendations.”

Prior Legislation:

AB 558 (Patel, 2025) was substantively similar to this bill. (Held in the Assembly Committee on
Appropriations)

REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION:
Support

California Electric Transportation Coalition
Orange County Fire Authority

Opposition
None on file.

Analysis Prepared by: Ryan Fleming / E.M. / (916) 319-3802



