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CONCURRENCE IN SENATE AMENDMENTS 

AB 1994 (Alvarez) 

As Amended  August 13, 2026 

Majority vote 

SUMMARY 

Requires every law enforcement agency (LEA) investigating a criminal act and every agency 

prosecuting a criminal act to, at the time of initial contact with a crime victim, during follow-up 

investigation, or as soon thereafter, provide or make available to each victim an "Immigrant 

Victims Rights and Resources" card. 

Senate Amendments 

1) Delay the requirement that an LEA inform crime victims of the rights they may have relating 

to immigration relief, as specified, until January 1, 2028.  

2) Require the "Immigrant Victims Rights and Resources Card" to include a notification that, to 

remain eligible for a T visa, qualifying victims must remain cooperative, as specified.  

COMMENTS 

As Passed by the Assembly: 

Required every law enforcement agency (LEA) investigating a criminal act and every agency 

prosecuting a criminal act to, at the time of initial contact with a crime victim, during follow-up 

investigation, or as soon thereafter, provide or make available to each victim an "Immigrant 

Victims Rights and Resources" card. 

Major Provisions 

1) Required every LEA investigating a criminal act and every agency prosecuting a criminal act 

to, at the time of initial contact with a crime victim, during follow-up investigation, or as 

soon thereafter as deemed appropriate by investigating officers or prosecuting attorneys, 

inform each victim, the victim's next of kin if the victim is deceased, or the victim's parent or 

guardian if the victim is a minor, of the rights they may have under applicable laws relating 

to immigration relief.  

2) Required every LEA investigating a criminal act and every agency prosecuting a criminal act 

to, at the time of initial contact with a crime victim, during follow-up investigation, or as 

soon thereafter as deemed appropriate by investigating officers or prosecuting attorneys, 

provide or make available to each victim, the victim's next of kin if the victim is deceased, or 

the victim's parent or guardian if the victim is a minor, of the criminal act, without charge or 

cost, an "Immigrant Victims Rights and Resources" card. 

3) Authorized the Immigrant Victims Rights and Resources card to be designed as part of, and 

included with, the Marsy Rights card, as specified.  

4) Required the Attorney General (AG), by January 1, 2028, to design and make available in 

English, Spanish, and any other language in which the "Marsy Rights" card is currently 

translated, a PDF or other imaging format to every LEA investigating a criminal act and 
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every agency prosecuting a criminal act an Immigrant Victims Rights and Resources card, 

which shall contain information in lay terms about immigrant victims rights and resources, 

including, but not limited to, all of the following: 

a) A statement about undocumented immigrants' potential eligibility for immigration relief 

options such as a U-visa, T-visa, relief under the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), 

or other immigration relief as a potential victim of a qualifying crime. 

b) Notification that in order to remain eligible for a U-visa, qualifying victims must remain 

cooperative throughout the investigation or prosecution of the perpetrator. 

c) A statement about how they can consult an immigration attorney to help determine their 

eligibility for immigration relief. 

d) The internet website address of the list of immigration legal services providers 

maintained by the State Department of Social Services.  

Removed the requirement that the AG include information about federal immigration relief 

available to certain victims of crime on the "Victim Protections and Resources" card the AG 

makes available to specified LEAs. 

According to the Author 

"Victims of crime should never be afraid to contact law enforcement. This legislation encourages 

undocumented victims to report crimes and share information that supports law enforcement 

investigations, and ensures they receive guidance about the protections available through the U 

visa, T visa, or under VAWA." 

Arguments in Support 

"According to the County of San Diego, District 1, AB 1994 "seeks to require local law 

enforcement to provide an Immigrant Victims Rights and Resources card to crime victims, in 

addition to the Marsy Rights card. This would ensure that all victims receive information about 

relief options, such as the U Nonimmigrant Status (U Visa), T Nonimmigrant Status (T Visa), or 

under the federal Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), a list of local accredited immigration 

legal service providers, and Know Your Rights Information." 

"In 1982, California passed Proposition 8, known as the "Victims' Bill of Rights," to establish the 

right of victims to obtain restitution from any person who caused them to suffer a loss. It 

centered on the victims and ensured that their voices were heard as they made their path to 

recovery. Then, in 2008, California approved Proposition 9, the "Victims' Bill of Rights Act of 

2008: Marsy's Law." This law requires local law enforcement to provide victims with a card that 

outlines information regarding their rights and helpful resources. Marsy's Law established a 

foundation for protections that are available to victims but currently does not include information 

about relief options. Many undocumented immigrant victims are unaware of the U Visa, T Visa, 

VAWA, and the protections that they provide." 

"Undocumented immigrants are often vulnerable to serious crimes that undermine public safety. 

The fear of not knowing who to trust leaves them unprotected and susceptible to crime. 

Perpetrators take advantage of undocumented immigrants and their instability to prevent them 

from reporting crimes to law enforcement. According to the Human Rights Watch, abusers 

threaten undocumented victims with deportation, taking children away, and murder, to silence 
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them. Informing crime victims about immigration relief options and connecting them to legal 

service providers would help rebuild the trust between local law enforcement and the 

communities they serve." 

"AB 1994 would require local law enforcement to provide an Immigrant Victims Rights and 

Resources card to all crime victims. They would receive this card in addition to the Marsy Rights 

card at the time of initial contact, during a follow-up investigation, or within 14 days of a crime 

being reported. California would strengthen its commitment to protect all crime victims and 

support efforts to deter future criminal activity by informing victims of the U Visa, T Visa, and 

VAWA." 

Arguments in Opposition 

None submitted. 

FISCAL COMMENTS 

According to the Senate Committee on Appropriations, "Minor costs to the Department of 

Justice to design the Immigrant Victims' Rights and Resources card. 

Minor to moderate costs to state law enforcement agencies to produce and distribute the 

Immigrant Victims' Rights and Resources card, as specified. 

Potentially significant cost to local law enforcement agencies to produce and distribute 

Immigrant Victims' Rights and Resources cards.  Actual reimbursement would be determined by 

the Commission on State Mandates claims process (General Fund)." 

VOTES: 

ASM PUBLIC SAFETY:  9-0-0 

YES:  Schultz, Alanis, Mark González, Haney, Harabedian, Lackey, Nguyen, Ramos, Sharp-

Collins 

 

ASM APPROPRIATIONS:  14-0-1 

YES:  Wicks, Hoover, Arambula, Calderon, Caloza, Dixon, Fong, Mark González, Krell, 

Pacheco, Pellerin, Solache, Ta, Tangipa 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Muratsuchi 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  77-0-3 

YES:  Addis, Aguiar-Curry, Ahrens, Alanis, Alvarez, Arambula, Ávila Farías, Bains, Bauer-

Kahan, Bennett, Berman, Boerner, Bonta, Bryan, Calderon, Caloza, Carrillo, Castillo, Chen, 

Connolly, Davies, Dixon, Elhawary, Ellis, Flora, Fong, Gabriel, Garcia, Gipson, Jeff Gonzalez, 

Mark González, Hadwick, Haney, Harabedian, Hart, Hoover, Irwin, Jackson, Johnson, Kalra, 

Krell, Lackey, Lee, Lowenthal, Macedo, McKinnor, Muratsuchi, Nguyen, Ortega, Pacheco, 

Papan, Patel, Patterson, Pellerin, Petrie-Norris, Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Ransom, Michelle 

Rodriguez, Rogers, Blanca Rubio, Sanchez, Schiavo, Schultz, Sharp-Collins, Solache, Soria, 

Stefani, Ta, Tangipa, Valencia, Wallis, Ward, Wicks, Wilson, Zbur, Rivas 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  DeMaio, Gallagher, Celeste Rodriguez 
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UPDATED 

VERSION: August 13, 2026 

CONSULTANT:  Ilan Zur / PUB. S. / (916) 319-3744   FN: 0004155 


