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Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill extends indefinitely the requirement for a bar or nightclub to offer customers, upon 

request, a drink lid or drug testing device. 

Specifically, this bill repeals the January 1, 2027, sunset date on the requirement for Type 48 

licensees to provide or sell to their customers a drink lid or drug testing device and post specified 

notices about the availability of drink lids and drug testing devices. 

FISCAL EFFECT: 

Minor and absorbable costs to the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) to continue 

education and enforcement efforts regarding the provision of drink lids and drug testing devices 

by Type 48 licensees (approximately 2,500 bars and nightclubs).  ABC notes that such efforts are 

carried out by agents during the course of ABC’s usual inspections or investigations.  

This committee sees a wide array of bills that propose to modify the scope of alcohol laws. 

Generally, the majority of proposals do not generate significant new workload for ABC, but 

taken together, these proposals could lead to significant new costs and future budget requests. In 

this case, ABC has found most premises to be in compliance with the existing drink lid and drug 

testing device requirement, with the remaining premises voluntarily coming into compliance 

after being informed of the requirement. 

COMMENTS: 

1) Purpose.  According to the author, “Drink spiking remains one of the most insidious threats 

facing Californians today.”  The author further contends, “Allowing these protections to 

sunset would be moving backward, leaving Californians more vulnerable than before.”  This 

bill is supported by Alcohol Justice and violence prevention entities. 

2) Drink Spiking.  Bar and nightclub patrons are often reminded to never leave a drink 

unattended and make sure a drink is served directly by the bartender.  To better guard against 

drink spiking, some California cities launched programs to provide residents with free test 

strips that can identify unsolicited drugs added to a beverage.  Beginning July 1, 2024, AB 

1013 (Lowenthal), Chapter 353, Statutes of 2023, required Type 48 licensees to provide or 

sell drug testing devices to customers.  Beginning July 1, 2025, AB 2375 (Lowenthal), 

Chapter 714, Statutes of 2024, required Type 48 licensees to similarly provide or sell drink 

lids to customers.  This bill repeals the January 1, 2027, sunset date for both of these laws, 
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thus extending indefinitely the requirement for a bar or nightclub to offer customers a drug 

testing device or drink lid. 

3) Related Legislation.  AB 668 (Lowenthal) would have required compliance with specified 

drink spiking requirements, including the provision of drink lids and drug testing devices, at 

large outdoor events.  AB 668 was held on the Senate Appropriations Committee’s suspense 

file. 

4) Prior Legislation.  AB 1524 (Lowenthal), Chapter 679, Statutes of 2024, required certain 

college campus health centers to stock an accessible supply of free drug testing devices.   

AB 2389 (Lowenthal), Chapter 310, Statutes of 2024, required Type 48 licensees to contact 

and provide information to law enforcement and emergency medical services when a 

customer alerts the licensee of drink spiking.   

AB 2402 (Lowenthal), Chapter 829, Statutes of 2024, requires a Responsible Beverage 

Service training course to include best practices to prevent or protect a person from drink 

spiking, and what to do if a person believes drink spiking has occurred.  
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