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Bill Summary: AB 1941 would create the crime of organized metal theft.
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The following information is revised to reflect amendments
adopted by the committee on August 13, 2026

Fiscal Impact: Unknown costs to the counties to incarcerate if a sentence of 16
months, two years or three years is imposed. The average annual cost to incarcerate
one person in county jail is approximately $78,000. In 2021 Los Angeles County
budgeted $1.3 billion for jail costs with $90,000 per incarcerated person. Actual
incarceration costs to counties will depend on the number of convictions and the length
of each sentence. Generally, county incarceration costs are not reimbursable state
mandates pursuant to Proposition 30 (2012).

Unknown, potentially significant costs to the courts to adjudicate new penalties
depending on many unknowns, including the numbers of people charged and the
factors unique to each case. An eight-hour court day costs approximately $10,500
based on the hourly rate of court personnel including at minimum the judge, clerk, bailiff,
court reporter, jury administrator, administrative staff, and jury per-diems. While the
courts are not funded on a workload basis, an increase in workload could result in
delayed court services and would put pressure on the General Fund to fund additional
staff and resources. The FY 2026-27 Budget appropriated $70 million General Fund for
this purpose (Trial Court Trust Fund, General Fund).

Author Amendments: Strike Section 3 from the bill in its entirety to delete provision
requiring DOJ to make information available to local law enforcement agencies, public
agencies, and private entities.
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