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Date of Hearing:  April 29, 2026 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Buffy Wicks, Chair 

AB 1836 (Gabriel) – As Amended March 19, 2026 

Policy Committee: Emergency Management    Vote: 6 - 0 

      

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill expands the California State Nonprofit Security Grant Program (CSNSGP) to allow 

grant money distributed to an applicant to be used to enhance security for onsite or offsite events 

hosted by a nonprofit organization. 

FISCAL EFFECT: 

1) Ongoing cost pressures of an unknown amount, potentially in excess of $150,000, to 

appropriate additional money to the CSNSGP, to the extent expanding the allowable use of 

grant money to include event security diminishes the amount of grant awards available to 

currently eligible applicants (General Fund (GF)). 

2) Absorbable costs to OES to revise program eligibility criteria, although OES notes the 

measure would necessitate significant restructuring of the current CSNSGP framework (GF).  

OES received $4 million in the Budget Act of 2026 for CSNSGP administrative support 

costs, with funds available for encumbrance or expenditure until June 30, 2028. 

The Legislative Analyst’s Office recently warned of GF structural deficits of around $35 billion 

per year in the 2027-28 fiscal year and ongoing. 

COMMENTS: 

1) Purpose.  The author notes that the CSNSGP is one of the most popular grant programs at 

OES.  However, the author contends: 

Even with this success, there is a clear need to continue to remove 

barriers and bolster California’s security support infrastructure.  AB 

1836 expands funding access for off-site events in need of security, 

such as LGBTQ+ Pride celebrations, cultural festivals, and religious 

observances, ensuring California continues to protect our vulnerable 

communities targeted by hate. 

This bill is sponsored by Jewish California and supported by the California Legislative 

LGBTQ Caucus, California Association of Nonprofits, and many other community 

organizations.   

2) Background.  Federal Grant Program.  The federal Nonprofit Security Grant Program was 

enacted in 2002 as a competitive grant program subject to annual appropriation.  Funding can 
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be used for the acquisition and installation of security equipment on real property owned or 

leased by the nonprofit organization, specifically in prevention of or protection against the 

risk of a terrorist attack. 

State Grant Program.  Since 2015, California has augmented the federal grant program with 

state funds through the CSNSGP, including $76 million for grants and $4 million for OES 

administrative costs in the Budget Act of 2026, available for encumbrance or expenditure 

until June 30, 2028.  CSNSGP funding supports target hardening and other security 

enhancements to nonprofit organizations that are at high risk for violent attacks and hate 

crimes due to ideology, beliefs, or mission.  Grant awards may be distributed to an applicant 

for security enhancements, such as security guards, reinforced doors and gates, high-intensity 

lighting and alarms, and security training.  This bill adds security for onsite or offsite events 

hosted by a nonprofit organization as an allowable use of grant funds. 

 

Analysis Prepared by: Irene Ho / APPR. / (916) 319-2081


