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Date of Hearing: April 29, 2026

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
Buffy Wicks, Chair
AB 1733 (Lee) — As Introduced February 5, 2026

Policy Committee: Business and Professions Vote: 19-0
Urgency: No State Mandated Local Program: No Reimbursable: No
SUMMARY:

This bill revises continuing education (CE) requirements for a veterinarian or registered
veterinary technician (RVT) to allow a larger combined number of hours of self-study courses
and no-cost spay or neutering services for an animal shelter or rescue.

Specifically, this bill:

1) Changes the number of hours a veterinarian seeking license renewal may apply to the 36
hours of required CE to include both: (a) six hours of self-study courses, and (b) four hours
of providing spay or neutering services at no cost to an animal shelter or rescue, rather than
either item a or item b, or a combination thereof.

2) Changes the number of hours an RVT seeking registration renewal may apply to the 20 hours
of required CE to include both: (a) four hours of self-study courses, and (b) two hours of
performing animal health care tasks related to no-cost spaying or neutering services at an
animal shelter or rescue, rather than either item a or item b, or a combination thereof.

FISCAL EFFECT:

The Veterinary Medical Board (VMB) anticipates minor and absorbable costs, primarily related
to educating licensees through updates to the VMB website, and outreach.

COMMENTS:

1) Purpose. This bill is sponsored by the California Animal Welfare Association. According to
the author:

[This bill] supports animals, shelters, and the veterinarians who serve
them by modernizing continuing education requirements. By valuing
volunteer service, this bill supports more veterinarians in partnering
with shelters and rescues organizations, helping to expand access to
lifesaving spay and neuter.

2) Background. As a condition of renewing their license, a veterinarian must complete a
minimum of 36 hours of CE every two years. A veterinarian may earn up to four hours of the
required 36 hours of CE by providing pro bono spaying and neutering services “under the
supervision of a public animal control agency or shelter, society for the prevention of cruelty
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to animals shelter, humane society shelter, or rescue group.” A veterinarian may earn six
hours of CE by completing self-study courses including “reading journals, viewing video
recordings, or listening to audio recordings.” Statute limits veterinarians to six total hours of
CE through either of these options, or a combination of the two. For example, if a
veterinarian completed six hours of self-study, they would not be able to apply time
performing pro bono sterilization services towards their CE requirements. The author and
sponsors argue that licensees are less likely to provide volunteer services with this limitation,
which depresses the pool of available volunteer veterinarians. For RVTs, the rationale is
similar, although fewer hours of CE are required for RVT to maintain registration.
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