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Date of Hearing: April 8, 2026

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
Buffy Wicks, Chair
AB 1673 (Hadwick) — As Amended March 4, 2026

Policy Committee: ~Water, Parks and Wildlife Vote: 12-0
Urgency: No State Mandated Local Program: No Reimbursable: No
SUMMARY:

This bill authorizes expenditures from a county fish and wildlife propagation fund (Fund) for (1)
costs incurred by a county sheriff for investigating, issuing citations, or making arrests for a civil
or criminal violation of this code, and (2) wildlife coexistence programs to prevent human-
wildlife conflict, including education, public outreach, engagement, and nonlethal measures.

FISCAL EFFECT:

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) reports minor and absorbable costs.
COMMENTS:

1) Purpose. According to the author:

County sheriffs are often the first to respond to poaching, illegal
cannabis cultivation, and other violations of the [FGC], particularly in
large rural counties with limited wildlife enforcement presence. Yet
current law allows counties to reimburse prosecutors for these cases,
while providing no mechanism to cover the enforcement work
performed by sheriffs. [This bill] supports sheriffs by allowing
counties to use their fish and wildlife propagation funds to reimburse
sheriff’s offices for enforcement activities.

2) Background. The Fish and Game Code (FGC) requires that all fines and forfeitures from
violations of the FGC be split equally between CDFW (deposited into the Fish and Game
Preservation Fund) and the county in which the violation occurred (deposited into the
county’s Fund). Expenditures from the county Fund may be used only for the purposes
outlined in the FGC. These include, among other things, public education relating to the
scientific principles of fish and wildlife conservation, temporary treatment of wildlife,
improvement of fish and wildlife habitat, and costs incurred by a district attorney, city
attorney, or county counsel in investigating and prosecuting violations. As summarized
above, this bill authorizes two new categories of expenditures from a county Fund.

CDFW has the authority to audit or require a county to audit expenditures from its Fund.
Evidence of noncompliant expenditures could result in CDFW freezing the county’s Fund or
requiring the county to reimburse the Fund. CDFW conducted an audit of the propagation
fund process in 2023 and determined that counties were authorizing expenditures without the
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proper approval process as required by the FGC. Subsequently, CDFW provided every
county with a letter detailing the proper process for approvals and plans to conduct a follow-
up audit within a few years to determine if counties are adhering to the department’s
guidance. The department reviews approximately 50 approval requests per year from various
counties for propagation fund use.

3) Proposed Amendments. The committee and the author’s office have agreed to the following
amendments:

(o) Wildlife coexistence programs to prevent human-wildlife conflict, including education,
public outreach, engagement, and nonlethal measures, as approved by the department.
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