
AB 1647 

 Page  1 

ASSEMBLY THIRD READING 

AB 1647 (Bryan) 

As Amended  April 15, 2026 

Majority vote 

SUMMARY 

Prohibits testimony a minor gives at a transfer hearing, or statements the minor makes to the 

minor's probation officer, from being used against the minor in subsequent proceedings. 

Major Provisions 

1) States that testimony a minor gives at a transfer hearing, or statements the minor makes to the 

minor's probation officer, shall not be used against the minor in subsequent juvenile 

proceedings or subsequent criminal proceedings for the offense. 

2) Specifies that this provision does not prohibit statements made by the minor to the minor's 

probation officer or at a transfer hearing form being used at sentencing. 

3) Provides that this provision is declaratory of existing law and shall not be construed to 

restrict, expand, alter, or modify the decision in Bryan v. Superior Court, 7 Cal.3d 575 

(1972) or Ramona R. v. Superior Court, 37 Cal.3d 802 (1985). 

COMMENTS 

  

According to the Author 

"Young people deserve to have certainty that their right to speak is protected during a fitness 

hearing. Case law is clear on this, and it's time California Statute affirms and codifies that case 

law". 

Arguments in Support 

According to Hoops 4 Justice, a co-sponsor of this bill: "AB 1647 bill does not expand the law or 

create new rights. It simply gives the clarity and permanence of statute to protections that 

California courts have recognized for decades. A young person must be able to participate in 

these proceedings and engage with probation officers, without fear that their words will later be 

used against them. California courts have upheld this principle since Bryan v. Superior Court 

(1972) and Ramona R. v. Superior Court (1985). Together, these cases establish that statements a 

young person makes at a transfer hearing or to a probation officer in connection with those 

proceedings may not be used against that youth in subsequent juvenile or criminal proceedings. 

AB 1647 makes these protections permanent, transparent, and guaranteed to every young person 

in every courtroom across the state." 

Arguments in Opposition 

According to the California District Attorneys Association, "During a transfer hearing, a minor is 

afforded full due process protection under the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments. If a minor 

elects to testify under oath, and is subject to cross examination, a prosecutor may use this 

testimony for substantive evidence or impeachment in a subsequent juvenile or criminal trial." 
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FISCAL COMMENTS 

Unknown. This bill is keyed non-fiscal by the Legislative Counsel 

VOTES 

ASM PUBLIC SAFETY:  9-0-0 

YES:  Schultz, Alanis, Mark González, Haney, Harabedian, Lackey, Nguyen, Ramos, Sharp-

Collins 

 

UPDATED 

VERSION: April 15, 2026 

CONSULTANT:  Stella Choe / PUB. S. / (916) 319-3744 FN: 0002396 


