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Policy Committee: Governmental Organization    Vote: 19 - 0 

      

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  No Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill requires a state agency that imposes a monetary charge to annually report, beginning 

January 1, 2028, the revenue generated from such charges on the agency’s website. 

This bill defines “monetary charge” to mean fees, fines, penalties, assessments, licenses, and 

other payments imposed by statute or regulation.  This bill requires the revenue report to be 

organized by the statutory or regulatory provision authorizing the charge, including the program 

or fund into which the revenue is deposited.  The report must be published in a machine-readable 

format and made available for download on the agency’s website in accordance with standards 

established by the Department of Finance (DOF). 

FISCAL EFFECT: 

1) Likely minor and absorbable costs to each state agency to compile and publish a monetary 

charge report.  Downloadable documents on the California Budget website (ebudget.ca.gov) 

maintained by DOF already delineate the revenues and fund condition statements for each 

state agency.  According to the author, this existing reporting framework utilized by DOF 

meets the author’s intent for reporting monetary charges pursuant to this bill.  Thus, this bill 

would not require significant new workload among state agencies, as each state agency 

would only need to ensure the budget document accessible on DOF’s website is also 

accessible on its own website to comply with this bill.  However, since the primary purpose 

of this bill is to create a report, this bill qualifies for this committee’s suspense file consistent 

with committee rules.  

2) Likely minor and absorbable costs to DOF to establish reporting standards, as DOF already 

utilizes a reporting framework consistent with this bill. 

COMMENTS: 

1) Purpose.  According to the author: 

Most state agencies impose fines, fees and other miscellaneous 

charges; however, the total revenue generated from those fees is not 

clearly or concisely disclosed in a consistent manner.  AB 1593 would 

require state agencies that impose a monetary charge, including any 

fees, to annually report on its internet website the revenue generated 

from those charges.  By identifying the amount of money currently 
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being collected by state agencies, we will ultimately be able to better 

determine the efficiency of how that money is subsequently utilized. 

 This bill is supported by the California Association of Realtors. 

2) Government Transparency.  Existing law requires each state agency to disclose certain 

information on its internet website, including information related to each agency’s duties.  

Existing law also requires each state agency to prepare and maintain financial and accounting 

data for inclusion in the Governor’s Budget, Budget Act, and related documents.  This bill 

requires each state agency that imposes a monetary charge to annually report, beginning 

January 1, 2028, the revenue generated from such charges on the agency’s website.  

However, this bill does not specify the point in time for which revenue must be reported.  

Additionally, the definition of “state agency” referenced by this bill does not include the 

California State University. 
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