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CONCURRENCE IN SENATE AMENDMENTS
AB 1555 (Hadwick)

As Amended August 25, 2026

Majority vote

SUMMARY

Authorizes the College of the Siskiyous (COS) to: (1) exempt all or some of its nonresident
tuition fee for 200 students per academic year residing in specified counties in Oregon; and, (2)
claim state apportionment funding for students qualifying for an exemption of nonresident tuition
fees.

Senate Amendments
Address a conflict with recently chaptered SB 135 (Senate Committee on Budget and Fiscal
Review), Chapter 79, Statutes of 2026, incorporating chaptering out amendments.

COMMENTS

Siskiyou County. Siskiyou County is located in inland northern California, adjacent to the
Oregon State border. It is the fifth largest county in California by area. The COS has two
campuses in Siskiyou County, one in the City of Weed and the other in the City of Yreka. The
COS is the northernmost college in California and the only college in Siskiyou County. The COS
is one of a small percentage of CCC campuses that provide on-campus housing for students.

Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE). California and Oregon, along
with a number of other states, participate in WICHE. The WICHE oversees three student
reciprocal exchange programs allowing students to attend out of state colleges and universities at
a reduced rate.

The COS participates in the Western Undergraduate Exchange (WUE), the WICHE exchange
program serving undergraduates, which is a tuition savings program that makes attending out-of-
state colleges and universities more affordable for students in the West. Through WUE,
qualifying students receive a reduced out-of-state tuition rate, making college more

affordable. Further, through WUE, participating two- and four-year public colleges and
universities across the West agree to charge out-of-state students no more than 150% of the
institution's in-state rate. Tuition savings vary by school and/or major, but participating students
can save tuition expenses with WUE.

Reciprocity agreements. The COS currently has a reciprocity agreement in place with the State
of Oregon. The Oregon Exchange Program allows COS to admit up to 50 eligible students who
are Oregon residents to attend COS at a discounted rate, rather than paying the full out-of-state
tuition. This reciprocity agreement also includes in-state tuition to eligible California residents
attending COS and seeking to transfer to and attend Southern Oregon University or Oregon
Institute of Technology.

The author states, "it is important to note that this bill is not merely absorbing the cost of
enrolling non-resident Oregon students. California and Oregon have preexisting ‘good neighbor’
policies which results in an essentially zero-sum fiscal effect to each state. Oregon enrolls
California students at a reduced cost. California therefore can enroll Oregon students at a
reduced cost. Students are not only more likely to go to college that they live near; they are also
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more likely to live near the college they attended. Attracting Oregon students to California who
already live in and near the region will only better serve California.”

Current law allows California Community College Districts (CCDs) meeting specific geographic
requirements, and serving fewer than 1,500 students, to provide a non-resident tuition fee
exemption to an unlimited number of non-resident students from a neighboring state and count
them towards the SCFF for apportionment. Previously, the COS was eligible for this existing
provision, however, in December of 2024 the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s
Office (CCCCO) informed the COS that it had exceeded 1,500 total students and would be
subject to a cap of 100 non-resident students pursuant to statute for purposes of the tuition fee
exemption and would need to adjust their programming accordingly for academic year 2025-26.

This measure allows up to 200 eligible Oregon resident students per academic year to attend the
COS and pay in-state tuition while also counting the students towards the COS’s SCFF
apportionment. Similarly, SB 605 (Gaines), Chapter 657, Statutes of 2015, created a temporary
exemption for non-resident students from Nevada attending the Lake Tahoe Community College,
capped at 200 students per academic year, and allowed these students to count towards the
college's SCFF apportionment funding, which SB 436 (Dahle), Chapter 573, Statutes of 2021,
made permanent.

Cross-border community college access. Students living in neighboring Oregon counties may
reside closer to the COS than to any Oregon institution of higher education. By allowing a
limited number of these students to receive a non-resident tuition exemption, this measure seeks
to improve access to postsecondary education and workforce training in rural border
communities.

Limitation on participation. To limit fiscal and enrollment impacts and align with existing law
for other regions with this allowance, this measure caps participation in the exemption program
at 200 students per academic year. This provision appears intended to balance expanded access
for nearby residents while maintaining the primary mission of serving California residents.

According to the Author

According to the author, "the Northern Siskiyou communities interact daily with neighboring
Oregon towns for work, healthcare, commerce, and schooling and vice versa. Many residents in
Jackson, Josephine, and Klamath counties are a part of an interconnected cross border
community.”

The author contends that, "the current tuition policies create financial barriers for these students,
even though many live much closer to the College of the Siskiyous than any other public
institution in their own state. Denying access to the College, simply because the state boundary
cuts through the region, punishes our community for geography they do not control.”

Further, the author states that, "AB 1555 addresses this inequity by allowing up to 200 eligible
students to qualify for in-state tuition. College of the Siskiyous is a uniquely structured as a
CTE-heavy college with California-recognized firefighting, emergency medical services, law
enforcement and nursing. Attracting Oregon students trained at the College can help immediately
fill critical workforce shortages in my rural communities in Northern California.”
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Arguments in Support

According to COS, sponsors of this measure, "the border region of Siskiyou County and
Southern Oregon functions as a singular, bi-state community where residents cross state lines
daily for essential services. Given that 90% of community college students stay within a 50-mile
radius of home, Siskiyous is uniquely positioned to fill workforce gaps that neighboring Oregon
institutions currently cannot. By enrolling Oregon students in its specialized Fire, EMS, Law
Enforcement, and Nursing programs, Siskiyous can directly address critical regional shortages,
most notably in emergency medical training. Strengthening these pipelines not only bolsters the
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection but also enhances California’s overall climate
resiliency.”

Arguments in Opposition
None on file.

FISCAL COMMENTS

According to the Senate Committee on Appropriations, "the [CCC] Chancellor’s Office indicates
that the bill would not result in additional Proposition 98 General Fund cost pressures since the
College of the Siskiyous is already authorized to exempt nonresident students from the
nonresident tuition fee and report these students as resident full-time equivalent students (FTES)
for state apportionment purposes. Staff notes that to the extent the bill results in an increase in
students above the statutory cap, this could lead to additional Proposition 98 General Fund costs
under the Student Centered Funding Formula (SCFF). However, such increases may be funded
through future SCFF growth budget allocations.”

VOTES:

ASM HIGHER EDUCATION: 9-0-1
YES: Fong, DeMaio, Boerner, Jeff Gonzalez, Jackson, Kalra, Patel, Sharp-Collins, Tangipa
ABS, ABST OR NV: Muratsuchi

ASM APPROPRIATIONS: 13-0-2

YES: Wicks, Hoover, Arambula, Caloza, Dixon, Fong, Mark Gonzalez, Krell, Pacheco,
Pellerin, Solache, Ta, Tangipa

ABS, ABST OR NV: Calderon, Muratsuchi

ASSEMBLY FLOOR: 74-0-6

YES: Addis, Aguiar-Curry, Ahrens, Alanis, Alvarez, Avila Farias, Bains, Bauer-Kahan,
Berman, Boerner, Bonta, Bryan, Calderon, Carrillo, Castillo, Connolly, Davies, DeMaio, Dixon,
Elhawary, Ellis, Flora, Fong, Gabriel, Gallagher, Garcia, Jeff Gonzalez, Mark Gonzalez,
Hadwick, Haney, Harabedian, Hart, Hoover, Irwin, Jackson, Johnson, Kalra, Krell, Lackey,
Lowenthal, Macedo, McKinnor, Muratsuchi, Nguyen, Ortega, Pacheco, Papan, Patel, Patterson,
Pellerin, Petrie-Norris, Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Ransom, Celeste Rodriguez, Michelle Rodriguez,
Rogers, Blanca Rubio, Sanchez, Schiavo, Schultz, Sharp-Collins, Solache, Soria, Stefani, Ta,
Tangipa, Valencia, Wallis, Ward, Wicks, Wilson, Zbur, Rivas

ABS, ABST OR NV: Arambula, Bennett, Caloza, Chen, Gipson, Lee

SENATE FLOOR: 39-0-1
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YES: Allen, Alvarado-Gil, Archuleta, Arreguin, Ashby, Becker, Blakespear, Cabaldon,
Caballero, Cervantes, Choi, Cortese, Dahle, Durazo, Gonzalez, Grayson, Grove, Hurtado, Jones,
Laird, Limon, McGuire, McNerney, Menjivar, Niello, Ochoa Bogh, Padilla, Pérez, Richardson,
Rubio, Seyarto, Smallwood-Cuevas, Stern, Strickland, Umberg, Valladares, Wahab, Weber
Pierson, Wiener

ABS, ABST OR NV: Reyes
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