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Date of Hearing:  April 22, 2026 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Buffy Wicks, Chair 

AB 1555 (Hadwick) – As Amended March 19, 2026 

Policy Committee: Higher Education    Vote: 9 - 0 

      

      

Urgency:  No State Mandated Local Program:  Yes Reimbursable:  No 

SUMMARY: 

This bill creates an exemption from non-resident tuition for out-of-state students meeting 

specified criteria attending the College of the Siskiyous (COS). 

Specifically, this bill exempts a student from any of Jackson, Josephine, or Klamath county in 

the State of Oregon from paying a non-resident tuition fee if attending the COS and limits the 

exemption to no more than 200 students in a given academic year. Also, the bill requires the 

Siskiyou Joint Community College District (SJCCD) governing board to adopt rules and 

regulations for determining students’ residence classification and establish procedures for appeal 

and review of residency determinations.  

FISCAL EFFECT: 

No new state costs. According to the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office 

(CCCCO), under a provision in existing law, until the 2025-26 academic year the COS had no 

cap on non-resident students it was allowed to offer in-state tuition to and count towards its 

SCFF apportionment. To the extent this bill’s cap of 200 students results in increased Proposition 

98 General Fund under the SCFF, the CCCCO reports that any such increase is likely to be fully 

funded through the existing SCFF growth budget allocation.    

Because legislative authority for this exemption is at the request of the college, duties required 

under the bill would not expose the state to reimbursement costs.   

COMMENTS: 

1) Purpose. According to the author:  

Denying access to the College, simply because the state boundary cuts 

through the region, punishes our community for geography they do not 

control. AB 1555 addresses this inequity by allowing up to 200 

eligible students to qualify for in-state tuition. College of the Siskiyous 

is uniquely structured as a CTE-heavy college with California-

recognized firefighting, emergency medical services, law enforcement 

and nursing. Attracting Oregon students trained at the College can help 

immediately fill critical workforce shortages in my rural communities 

in Northern California. 
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2) Background. Current law authorizes a community college to admit non-resident students 

but requires such students pay out-of-state tuition equal to 1 ½ the amount established for 

in-state resident students, except under specific exemptions. Typically, non-resident students 

are not counted for purposes of state apportionment funding under the SCFF except under 

certain conditions.  

The COS and the State of Oregon have an existing reciprocity agreement allowing up to 50 

Oregon resident students to attend the COS at a discounted rate below the full out-of-state 

tuition. Likewise, under this agreement California resident students attending the COS may 

transfer to and attend Southern Oregon University or Oregon Institute of Technology at in-

state tuition rates. Geographically, some students living in the three neighboring Oregon 

counties listed in the bill may live closer to the COS than any Oregon college or university.  

Current law allows CCDs meeting specific geographic requirements, and serving fewer 

than 1,500 students, to provide a non-resident tuition fee exemption to an unlimited number 

of non-resident students from a neighboring state and count them towards the SCFF for 

apportionment. Previously, the COS was eligible for this existing provision, however, in 

December of 2024 the CCCCO informed the COS that it had exceeded 1,500 total students 

and would be subject to a cap of 100 non-resident students pursuant to statute for purposes 

of the tuition fee exemption and would need to adjust their programming accordingly for 

academic year 2025-26. This bill would allow up to 200 eligible Oregon resident students 

per academic year to attend the COS and pay in-state tuition while also counting the 

students towards the COS’s SCFF apportionment. Similarly, SB 605 (Gaines), Chapter 

657, Statutes of 2015, created a temporary exemption for non-resident students from 

Nevada attending the Lake Tahoe Community College, capped at 200 students per 

academic year, and allowed these students to count towards the college’s SCFF 

apportionment funding, which SB 436 (Dahle), Chapter 573, Statutes of 2021, made  

permanent.  
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