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Date of Hearing: April 22, 2026

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
Buffy Wicks, Chair
AB 1552 (Jackson) — As Amended March 19, 2026

Policy Committee: Higher Education Vote: 7-2
Urgency: No State Mandated Local Program: No Reimbursable: No
SUMMARY:

This bill requires the California State University (CSU) and the California Community Colleges
(CCC), and requests the University of California (UC), prior to the 2028-29 academic year, make
recommendations to the Legislature on how to facilitate greater knowledge of American
democracy and meaningful civic engagement opportunities for students, including necessary
support from the Legislature to achieve such recommendations.

FISCAL EFFECT:

1) One-time General Fund costs of approximately $50,000 for the CSU to produce the report,
inclusive of Chancellor's Office staff that would be required to produce the report, as well as
the paid hours and incidental costs that would be covered for faculty to participate outside of
their instruction hours.

2) One-time General Fund costs $40,000 across multiple staff at both UC Office of the
President and faculty from the Academic Senate to complete this work requested in this bill.

3) One-time General Fund workload costs of up to $60,000 for the CCC Chancellor’s Office to
produce the legislative report, in consultation with the Academic Senate for the CCCs.

COMMENTS:
1) Purpose. According to the author:

Whether it’s the California Community College, the CSU, or UC
systems, there are thousands of young people who take general
education courses and have a real opportunity to learn about the tenets
of a functioning democracy and an engaged citizenship. Our goal
shouldn’t only be to prepare students for the workforce, but to
cultivate informed, engaged citizens who help sustain our democracy.

2) Background. Current law provides significant discretion to the UC, CSU, and CCC
systems to determine their own course content and preserves the pedagogical and
academic freedom of faculty. Each of the higher education systems maintains its own
academic senate, charged with, among other things, determining academic policy and
authorizing courses and curricula. This bill requires the CSU, CCC, and requests the UC,
to produce a report for the Legislature with recommendations for how to facilitate greater
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knowledge of American democracy and meaningful civic engagement opportunities for
students. Given that, as the Faculty Association of California Community Colleges
(FACCC) points out, “faculty subject matter experts develop course content through
established processes with the goal of academic rigor, disciplinary expertise, and
responsiveness to student needs,” it is unclear to the committee whether the report
required by this bill would result in meaningful additional academic benefit to students
beyond what is already derived from the existing curriculum development process in
higher education.
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