SENATE RULES COMMITTEE AB 1512
Office of Senate Floor Analyses
(916) 651-1520 Fax: (916) 327-4478

CONSENT
Bill No: AB 1512
Author: Committee on Elections
Amended: 5/1/25 in Assembly
Vote: 21

SENATE ELECTIONS & C.A. COMMITTEE: 5-0, 7/15/25
AYES: Cervantes, Choi, Allen, Limon, Umberg

ASSEMBLY FLOOR: 69-0, 5/8/25 (Consent) - See last page for vote

SUBJECT: Elections: ballot language
SOURCE: Author

DIGEST: This bill conforms how ballots present voting options on local
measures to the requirements of the California Elections Code.

ANALYSIS:
Existing law:

1) Requires ballot measures submitted to the voters be abbreviated on the ballot in
a ballot label, followed by the words “Yes” and “No” printed on separate lines,
with voting targets to the right of or below the statement of the measure to be
voted on, except as specified.

2) Requires specified types of local ballot measures to be presented on the ballot in
a manner that differs from the generally applicable rules found in the Elections
Code.

This bill:

1) Requires local ballot measures to appear as 1) in existing law and repeals
conflicting voting options and ballot formatting requirements that apply to local
ballot measures.
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2) Makes technical and corresponding changes.
Background

Ballot Design Advisory Committee (BDAC). AB 623 (Berman, Chapter 863,
Statutes of 2019) made several changes to ballot design, including formatting and
allowing election officials the ability to alter the ballot to make it accessible and
easy to read. It also required the Secretary of State (SOS) to create the BDAC to
provide expertise on ballot design and format issues, assist the SOS in
promulgating regulations that prescribe ballot design and format, and answer
questions from the SOS regarding ballot design and format issues.

AB 1219 (Berman, Chapter 676, Statutes of 2023) implemented ballot layout
changes advised by the BDAC. It also standardized provisions in the Elections
Code relating to voting target locations and eliminated outdated ballot instructions.

Comments

Committee Bill. This is one of the Assembly Elections Committee's annual
omnibus bills, containing various minor, technical, and conforming changes to
provisions of state law related to elections. All provisions contained in this bill
address issues identified by the Chair of or staff to the Assembly Elections
Committee.

Ballot Differences. Several code sections, outside of the Elections Code, include
provisions regulating how ballot questions or voting options appear on certain local
ballot measures. This creates inconsistencies with how ballot measures are
typically presented on the ballot in California.

The Government Code, for certain type of local bond measures, requires the voting
question to be presented as “Bonds — Yes” and “Bonds — No” as opposed to simply
a “Yes” and “No.” This can lead to confusion and errors on the ballot. In the 2024
General Election, one county misprinted the voting option for a state bond measure
as “Bonds — Yes” and “Bonds — No”, contrary to what the Elections Code
mandates.

Related/Prior Legislation

AB 1219 (Berman, Chapter 676, Statutes of 2023) made various changes and
revisions to ballot design requirements and standardized provisions of the
Elections Code relating to voting target locations.
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AB 623 (Berman, Chapter 863, Statutes of 2019) made numerous changes to the
way ballots are formatted and required the SOS to create the BDAC.

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: No Fiscal Com.: No Local: No
SUPPORT: (Verified 7/15/25)

California Association of Clerks and Election Officials

OPPOSITION: (Verified 7/15/25)

None received

ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT:

The California Association on Clerks and Election Officials writes:

Existing law specifies requirements that election officials must adhere to
when formatting the language that is printed on ballots for various ballot
measures relating to local governments, including cities, counties, school
districts, and other special districts. The ballot printing specifications
chapter of the Elections Code received a major update with AB 1219
(Berman), effective January 1, 2024, based on the recommendations of a
ballot design advisory committee convened by the SOS in 2021. The
committee included representatives from 18 county election offices.

AB 1512 would make revisions to the ballot language requirements in seven
other California codes to bring them into alignment with the Elections Code.

ASSEMBLY FLOOR: 69-0, 5/8/25

AYES: Addis, Aguiar-Curry, Ahrens, Alanis, Alvarez, Avila Farias, Bains, Bauer-
Kahan, Bennett, Berman, Bonta, Bryan, Calderon, Caloza, Castillo, Chen,
Connolly, Davies, DeMaio, Dixon, Elhawary, Ellis, Fong, Gabriel, Garcia,
Gipson, Mark Gonzélez, Hadwick, Haney, Harabedian, Hart, Hoover, Jackson,
Kalra, Krell, Lackey, Lee, Lowenthal, Macedo, McKinnor, Muratsuchi, Nguyen,
Ortega, Pacheco, Papan, Patel, Patterson, Pellerin, Petrie-Norris, Quirk-Silva,
Ramos, Ransom, Michelle Rodriguez, Rogers, Blanca Rubio, Schiavo, Schultz,
Sharp-Collins, Solache, Soria, Stefani, Ta, Tangipa, Valencia, Ward, Wicks,
Wilson, Zbur, Rivas
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NO VOTE RECORDED: Arambula, Boerner, Carrillo, Flora, Gallagher, Jeff
Gonzalez, [rwin, Celeste Rodriguez, Sanchez, Wallis

Prepared by: Carrie Cornwell, Rida Shaikh / E. & C.A./(916) 651-4106
8/13/25 16:35:45
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