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SUMMARY

This bill requires the California Department of Education (CDE), in consultation with the
California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA), to establish a grant program to
provide grants to public postsecondary educational institutions that are designated as
Agricultural Experiment Stations or Agriculture Research Institutes by the University of
California (UC) and the California State University (CSU) to develop or expand research
farms to improve climate resiliency.

BACKGROUND
Existing law:

1) Establishes, under the California Constitution, the UC as a public trust to be
administered by the Regents of the UC with full powers of organization and
government, subject only to such legislative control as may be necessary to
insure the security of its funds and compliance with the terms of the endowments
of the university, and such competitive bidding procedures as may be made
applicable to the university for construction contracts, selling real property, and
purchasing materials, goods and services. (Constitution of California, Article IX,
Section 9)

2) Declares the UC as the primary state-supported academic agency for research.
(Education Code (EC) § 66010.4 (c))

3) Establishes the CSU, under the administration of the Trustees of the CSU, as
one of the segments of public postsecondary education in the state. (EC §
66600)

4) Makes $15,000,000 available, upon appropriation by the Legislature, to the State
Department of Education, in consultation with CDFA, for purposes of providing
grants to public postsecondary educational institutions that are designated as
Agricultural Experiment Stations or Agricultural Research Institutes, to develop
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research farms to improve climate resiliency, as specified. (Public Resource
Code § 93570)

ANALYSIS

This bill requires CDE, in consultation with the CDFA, to establish a grant program to
provide grants to public postsecondary educational institutions that are designated as
Agricultural Experiment Stations or Agricultural Research Institutes by UC and the CSU
to develop or expand research farms to improve climate resiliency.

STAFF COMMENTS

1)

Need for the bill. As noted in the Assembly Appropriations analysis, “The $10
billion Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought Preparedness, and
Clean Air Bond Act of 2024, approved by voters in 2024 as Proposition 4,
allocated $300 million to fund improvements in climate resilience and
sustainability of agricultural lands. As part of this allocation, the bond makes $15
million available, upon appropriation, to CDE, in consultation with CDFA, to
provide grants to public postsecondary educational institutions designated as
agricultural experiment stations or agricultural research institutes to develop or
expand research farms to improve climate resiliency. The bond language
provides that this funding shall not exceed $1 million per institution and “shall be
constructed and maintained with environmentally sustainable infrastructure
practices.”

“The Governor’s Proposition 4 expenditure plan, proposed as part of the
administration’s January budget for the 2025-26 fiscal year, places this $15
million in a “pending allocation” category. The Legislative Analyst’s Office noted
in a February report that the administration is requesting that the Legislature
provide more guidance around its intentions for three bond activities — including
the $15 million for research farms at postsecondary education institutions — for
which the Governor’s expenditure plan does not yet include an appropriation
timeline.”

The Budget Act of 2025 made the appropriation contingent upon the enactment
of this bill. According to the author, “Proposition 4’s research farm grants will
help California’s public colleges improve existing, or help start up, research farms
with a focus on improving climate resiliency.”

Agricultural Research Institutes and experiment stations. The CSU
Agricultural Research Institute consists of four member campuses: Fresno, San
Luis Obispo, Pomona, and Chico, along with two associate member campuses,
Humboldt and Monterey Bay. This multi-campus program focuses on conducting
applied agricultural and environmental research. Project categories primarily
focus on agricultural business, natural resources, biodiversity, food science and
more. Within the UC system, Agricultural Experiment Stations are housed at UC
Berkeley, Davis, Merced, Riverside, and Santa Cruz campuses. These stations
engage in land-grant mission research, host outreach and demonstration
programs, and collaborate with farmers, suppliers, and other stakeholders in the
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agricultural industry, which aim to address issues related to agricultural natural
resources and health.

This bill establishes a grant program for the purpose of providing state funding to
CSU and UC Agricultural Research Institutes and Agricultural Experiment
Stations with the goal of expanding research farms. The adopted bond measure
and this bill assign the administration of the grant with CDE, even though the
program is directed at CSU and UC, which function independently of CDE’s
jurisdiction. CDE is required to consult with CDFA in establishing the grant
program.

SUPPORT

California State University
OPPOSITION

None received
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