SENATE RULES COMMITTEE AB 148
Office of Senate Floor Analyses
(916) 651-1520 Fax: (916) 327-4478

THIRD READING

Bill No: AB 148

Author: Committee on Budget
Amended: 9/8/25 in Senate
Vote: 21

ASSEMBLY FLOOR: 53-17, 3/20/25 - See last page for vote

SUBJECT: Higher education budget trailer bill
SOURCE: Author

DIGEST: This bill provides for statutory changes necessary to enact the higher
education-related provisions of the Budget Act of 2025.

ANALYSIS: This bill, as part of the 2025-26 Budget Package, makes statutory
changes to implement the 2025-26 Budget Act. Specifically:

1) CCC Classified Staff. Creates a two-year pilot program, beginning in 2026-
27, that allows California Community College classified staff to use food
pantry services offered at campus basic needs centers. The program would
shift unused funds from the Classified Community College Employee
Summer Assistance Program to basic needs centers to support the increased
usage. Includes reporting language.

2) Dual Enrollment Courses. Includes intent language that high school
students and students in adult education programs who are also enrolled in
transfer-level community college courses for which they receive credit have
those courses recognized for admissions purposes at the University of
California and California State University.

3) Middle Class Scholarship. Requires the Student Aid Commission,
University of California and California State University to develop
institutional participation agreements outlining deadlines and issues
regarding the program, and includes language stating that a student’s Middle
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Class Scholarship amount need not be changed if the student’s financial aid
package changes by less than $300 during the academic year.

4) Zero-Textbook-Cost Degree Program. Amends the program to allow the
Community College Chancellor’s Office to use unused funds to support a
systemwide technology platform that will allow all faculty to use and share
open educational resources that limit or eliminate the need for textbooks.

5) CCC Deferrals. Makes technical changes to enact the deferral and payback
process called for in the 2024 Budget Act.

6) CCC Public School System Stabilization Act Funding. Uses $49.7
million from the Public School System Stabilization to support 2025-26
community college costs. This was agreed to in the 2025 Budget Act but
was accidentally omitted from previous trailer bill language.

7) CCC Mathematics, Engineering, Science Achievement Program Set
Aside. Allows the Community College Chancellor’s Office to use up to 3.5
percent, beginning in 2026-27, to develop statewide coordination and
support for the MESA program.

8) CCC Emergency Aid. Makes changes to emergency aid funding provided
in the 2025 Budget Act to allow the Chancellor’s Office to redistribute
unused funding to other districts and requires a 2026 report on how funds
were used.

9) CCC State Controller Payments. Allows the Community College
Chancellor’s Office to use the apportionments process to issue payments for
specific categorical programs, which will allow the state to more quickly
distribute funding to districts.

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: Yes Fiscal Com.: Yes Local: Yes

This bill appropriates $49.7 million from the Public School System Stabilization
Account for support of the California Community Colleges.

SUPPORT: (Verified 9/8/25)
None received

OPPOSITION: (Verified 9/8/25)
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None received

ASSEMBLY FLOOR: 53-17, 3/20/25

AYES: Addis, Aguiar-Curry, Arambula, Avila Farias, Bains, Bennett, Berman,
Boerner, Bonta, Bryan, Caloza, Carrillo, Connolly, Elhawary, Fong, Gabriel,
Garcia, Gipson, Mark Gonzalez, Haney, Harabedian, Hart, Jackson, Kalra, Lee,
Lowenthal, McKinnor, Muratsuchi, Nguyen, Ortega, Pacheco, Patel, Pellerin,
Petrie-Norris, Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Ransom, Celeste Rodriguez, Michelle
Rodriguez, Rogers, Blanca Rubio, Schiavo, Schultz, Sharp-Collins, Solache,
Soria, Stefani, Valencia, Ward, Wicks, Wilson, Zbur, Rivas

NOES: Alanis, Castillo, Chen, Davies, DeMaio, Dixon, Ellis, Flora, Gallagher,
Jeff Gonzalez, Hadwick, Lackey, Macedo, Patterson, Sanchez, Ta, Tangipa

NO VOTE RECORDED: Ahrens, Alvarez, Bauer-Kahan, Calderon, Essayli,
Hoover, Irwin, Krell, Papan, Wallis

Prepared by: Yong Salas/B. & F.R./(916) 651-4103
9/12/25 9:11:06
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