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THIRD READING

Bill No: AB 143

Author: Committee on Budget
Amended: 6/24/25 in Senate
Vote: 21

SENATE BUDGET & FISCAL REVIEW COMMITTEE: 13-5, 6/25/25
AYES: Wiener, Allen, Blakespear, Cabaldon, Durazo, Laird, McNerney,

Menjivar, Pérez, Richardson, Smallwood-Cuevas, Wahab, Weber Pierson
NOES: Niello, Choi, Grove, Ochoa Bogh, Seyarto

ASSEMBLY FLOOR: 53-17, 3/20/25 - See last page for vote

SUBJECT: Developmental services
SOURCE: Author

DIGEST: This bill provides for statutory changes necessary to enact human
services related provisions of the Budget Act of 2025.

ANALYSIS: As part of the 2025-26 budget package, this bill makes statutory
changes to implement the budget act. The bill includes the following provisions.

1) Makes regional center implicit bias training subject to an appropriation by
the Legislature.

2) Changes the expiration date of the current “hold harmless” policy for
developmental services providers whose rates exceed rate model
recommendations from June 30, 2026 to February 28, 2026.

3) Beginning in the 2026-27 fiscal year, requires a developmental services
provider to be compliant with electronic visit verification, home- and
community-based services rules, and applicable annual fiscal reviews and
audit requirements as a condition of eligibility for the quality incentive
program.
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4) Establishes ongoing meeting and reporting requirements related to
implementation of the Master Plan for Developmental Services.

5) Makes regional center health and safety waiver assistance subject to
appropriation by the Legislature.

6) Requires the Department of Developmental Services (DDS), with input from
the community, as specified, to issue a written directive defining the term
“cost effective,” for the purposes of all programs, including but not limited
to the Self-Determination Program, no later than August 1, 2026.

7) Makes various changes to the DDS Self-Determination Program, as follows:

a. Requires DDS to reduce barriers to participation and improve equity
in enrollment by establishing, with community input, no later than
March 1, 2027, statewide standardized processes and procedures for
the Self-Determination Program. These standardized processes and
procedures relate to enrollment, individual budgets, spending plans,
financial management services, and access to transition supports.

b. Requires initial individual budgets in the Self-Determination Program
to be the total amount of the most recently available 12 months of
purchase of service authorizations, services authorized by the
Individual Program Plan (IPP) team but not currently provided in a
purchase of service authorization, less services paid for by the
regional center outside of the self-determination program and one-
time expenses.

c. Requires the IPP team to discuss unmet needs for participants with no
or low purchases of services.

d. Allows participants to transfer between service codes and budget
categories upon the approval of the regional center or the participant’s
[PP team. Requires regional centers to provide timely authorization to
the participant’s financial management service.

e. Requires regional centers to certify participant spending plans to
verify that goods and services satisfy the following criteria: (1)
address the individual’s desired outcomes identified in their IPP; (2)
are not available from generic services; and (3) are eligible for federal
financial participation.
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8) Commencing July 1, 2025, requires the hourly rate for the tailored day
service option to be set by DDS and posted on its website.

9) Repeals the parental fee program.

10) Makes various changes to employment services, including defining group
supported employment ratios as low as one to two and as high as 1 to 8.
Requires hourly rates for employment services to be set by DDS and posted
to its website.

11) Makes various technical and conforming changes.

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: Yes Fiscal Com.: Yes Local: No

Appropriates $2.78 million from the General Fund to DDS for project planning
activities at regional centers associated with the Life Outcomes Improvement
System.

SUPPORT: (Verified 6/25/25)
None received

OPPOSITION: (Verified 6/25/25)

None received

ASSEMBLY FLOOR: 53-17, 3/20/25

AYES: Addis, Aguiar-Curry, Arambula, Avila Farias, Bains, Bennett, Berman,
Boerner, Bonta, Bryan, Caloza, Carrillo, Connolly, Elhawary, Fong, Gabriel,
Garcia, Gipson, Mark Gonzalez, Haney, Harabedian, Hart, Jackson, Kalra, Lee,
Lowenthal, McKinnor, Muratsuchi, Nguyen, Ortega, Pacheco, Patel, Pellerin,
Petrie-Norris, Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Ransom, Celeste Rodriguez, Michelle
Rodriguez, Rogers, Blanca Rubio, Schiavo, Schultz, Sharp-Collins, Solache,
Soria, Stefani, Valencia, Ward, Wicks, Wilson, Zbur, Rivas

NOES: Alanis, Castillo, Chen, Davies, DeMaio, Dixon, Ellis, Flora, Gallagher,
Jeff Gonzalez, Hadwick, Lackey, Macedo, Patterson, Sanchez, Ta, Tangipa

NO VOTE RECORDED: Ahrens, Alvarez, Bauer-Kahan, Calderon, Essayli,
Hoover, Irwin, Krell, Papan, Wallis

Prepared by: Elizabeth Schmitt/ B. & F.R./(916) 651-4103



AB 143
Page 4

6/26/25 16:11:36

*kkk END *kkk



	LocationBegin
	LocationEnd
	VotesBegin
	VotesEnd
	VoteInformation
	AnalysisBegin
	FloorVoteSummary



