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Vote: 21  

  

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE:  7-0, 6/3/26 

AYES:  Pérez, Ochoa Bogh, Cabaldon, Choi, Cortese, Gonzalez, Reyes 

 

SENATE MILITARY & VETERANS COMMITTEE:  4-0, 6/22/26 

AYES:  Archuleta, McNerney, Menjivar, Umberg 

NO VOTE RECORDED:  Grove 

 

SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE:  7-0, 8/13/26 

AYES:  Cervantes, Seyarto, Cabaldon, Dahle, Grayson, Richardson, Wahab 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  71-0, 5/23/25 (Consent) - See last page for vote 

  

SUBJECT: Public postsecondary education:  residency:  dependents of members 

of the Armed Forces:  reenrollments 

SOURCE: Author 

DIGEST: This bill extends eligibility for retaining resident classification for 

purposes of paying tuition at a public higher education institution to a dependent of 

an Armed Forces member who is granted reenrollment by the university, even if 

the Armed Forces member has been transferred out of state on military orders or 

has retired from active duty. 

ANALYSIS: 

Existing law: 

 

1) Generally known as the Uniform Residency Law, establishes a variety of 

residency requirements for students attending the California Community 

Colleges (CCC) or the California State University (CSU). The determination of 
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such residency status is required in order to assess either resident or nonresident 

fees and tuition. The Regents of the University of California (UC) may, by 

resolution, make these provisions of law applicable to the UC (and historically 

have done so).  (Education Code (EC) § 68000-68134) 

 

2) Defines a “nonresident” as a student who does not have residence in the state 

for more than one year immediately preceding the residence determination date.  

(EC § 68018) 

 

3) Establishes uniform residency requirements for purposes of ascertaining the 

amount of fees to be paid by students at CSU and CCC and establishes various 

exceptions to these residency requirements, including many for current and 

former members of the Armed Forces.  (EC § 68074 and 68075) 

 

4) Requires the CSU, and requests the UC, to require each campus in their 

respective systems to grant students the right to reenroll in their baccalaureate 

degree program after withdrawing or stopping out, if the student was in good 

academic standing with the university.  (EC § 66208) 

 

5) Prohibits a student who is attending, or has been admitted to, a public 

postsecondary educational institution from losing their resident classification if 

they are continuously enrolled at that institution and a dependent of a member 

of the Armed Forces of the United States, even if that member is (1) thereafter 

transferred on military orders to a place outside this state where the member 

continues to serve in the Armed Forces of the United States, or (2) thereafter 

retired as an active member of the Armed Forces of the United States.  (EC § 

68074 (b)) 
 

This bill extends eligibility for retaining resident classification for purposes of 

paying tuition at a public higher education institution to a dependent of an Armed 

Forces member who is granted reenrollment by the university after withdrawing 

from a baccalaureate degree program, even if the Armed Forces member has been 

transferred out of state on military orders or has retired from active duty. 

 

Comments 

 

Need for the bill.  According to the author, “AB 1346 is a powerful tool to help our 

military dependents unlock their educational opportunities. This proposal will 

support students who faced setbacks but are determined to continue their 

education. By enabling them to return to school and still benefit from resident 
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tuition rates, this legislation recognizes California’s commitment to second 

chances and personal growth.” 

 

Tuition rates and residency classification.  California public higher education 

institutions are publicly subsidized. As a result, students classified as California 

residents pay lower tuition rates than nonresident students. Students classified as 

nonresidents may pay several times more than those charged the resident rate, 

making eligibility for in-state tuition a significant financial benefit for students. 

 

Current law extends in-state residency classification to a dependent of an Armed 

Forces member stationed in this state on active duty. If the Armed Forces member 

is transferred out of state or has retired, current law further provides that the in-

state residency classification of a student who is the dependent of an Armed Forces 

member may be retained, but is contingent upon continuous enrollment at the 

institution. This bill would additionally authorize the retention of in-state residency 

classification when the student is granted reenrollment. Under current law, 

reenrollment rights into a CSU or UC baccalaureate degree program may be 

granted to students who withdrew or “stopped out” from the program.  

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: No Fiscal Com.: Yes Local: No 

According to the Senate Appropriations analysis, this bill would have the 

following fiscal impact: 

• The University of California estimates between $37,600 and $75,200 in lost 

revenues each year as a result of the bill.   

 

• The California State University indicates that any administrative costs 

associated with verifying students’ nonresident classification would be 

minor, while the Chancellor’s Office estimates no costs to community 

colleges.   

SUPPORT: (Verified 8/14/26) 

California State University, Office of the Chancellor 

OPPOSITION: (Verified 8/14/26) 

None received 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  71-0, 5/23/25 
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AYES:  Addis, Aguiar-Curry, Ahrens, Alanis, Alvarez, Arambula, Ávila Farías, 

Bains, Bauer-Kahan, Bennett, Berman, Boerner, Bonta, Calderon, Caloza, 

Carrillo, Castillo, Connolly, Davies, DeMaio, Dixon, Elhawary, Flora, Fong, 

Gabriel, Gallagher, Garcia, Gipson, Jeff Gonzalez, Mark González, Hadwick, 

Haney, Harabedian, Hart, Hoover, Irwin, Jackson, Kalra, Krell, Lackey, Lee, 

Lowenthal, Macedo, McKinnor, Muratsuchi, Ortega, Pacheco, Papan, Patel, 

Patterson, Pellerin, Petrie-Norris, Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Ransom, Celeste 

Rodriguez, Michelle Rodriguez, Rogers, Blanca Rubio, Schiavo, Solache, Soria, 

Stefani, Ta, Tangipa, Valencia, Wallis, Ward, Wilson, Zbur, Rivas 

NO VOTE RECORDED:  Bryan, Chen, Ellis, Nguyen, Sanchez, Schultz, Sharp-

Collins, Wicks 

 

Prepared by: Olgalilia Ramirez / ED. / (916) 651-4105 

8/15/26 12:42:00 

****  END  **** 
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