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THIRD READING

Bill No: AB 118

Author: Committee on Budget
Amended: 6/24/25 in Senate
Vote: 21

SENATE BUDGET & FISCAL REVIEW COMMITTEE: 13-1, 6/25/25

AYES: Wiener, Allen, Blakespear, Cabaldon, Durazo, Laird, McNerney,
Menjivar, Pérez, Richardson, Smallwood-Cuevas, Wahab, Weber Pierson

NOES: Choi

NO VOTE RECORDED: Niello, Grove, Ochoa Bogh, Seyarto

ASSEMBLY FLOOR: 53-17, 3/20/25 - See last page for vote

SUBJECT: Human services
SOURCE: Author

DIGEST: Provides for statutory changes necessary to enact human services
related provisions of the Budget Act of 2025.

ANALYSIS: As part of the 2025-26 budget package, this bill makes statutory
changes to implement the budget act. This bill includes the following provisions:

1) Consistent with existing law, establishes a distribution methodology for the
Juvenile Justice Realignment Block Grant. The distribution methodology
includes the following provisions:

a) Retains the existing distribution methodology in 2025-26.

b)In 2026-27, establishes a by-county distribution as follows: 25 percent
for the total realigned population; 20 percent for the realigned
population not committed to a secure youth treatment facility (SYTF);
35 percent for the total youth population; and 20 percent for youth
who were committed to an SYTF and then transferred to a less
restrictive program.
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c) In 2027-28, establishes a by-county distribution as follows: 20 percent
for the total realigned population; 20 percent for the realigned
population not committed to a SYTF; 35 percent for the total youth
population; 10 percent for youth who were committed to an SYTF and
then transferred to a less restrictive program; and 15 percent for youth
who were committed to an SYTF and then transferred to a less
restrictive program that is not in a facility regulated by Subchapter 5
(commencing with Section 1300) of Chapter 1 of Division 1 of Title
15 of the California Code of Regulations.

d)In 2028-29 and ongoing, establishes a by-county distribution as
follows: 20 percent for the total realigned population; 20 percent for
the realigned population not committed to a SYTF; 35 percent for the
total youth population; 5 percent for youth who were committed to an
SYTF and then transferred to a less restrictive program; and 20
percent for youth who were committed to an SYTF and then
transferred to a less restrictive program that is not in a facility
regulated by Subchapter 5 (commencing with Section 1300) of
Chapter 1 of Division 1 of Title 15 of the California Code of
Regulations.

e) Requires the Office of Youth and Community Restoration to review
the formula and report to the Legislature with an assessment of the
formula’s efficacy in meeting the Legislature’s intent to implement
public health approaches to support positive youth development and
outcomes, build the capacity of a continuum of community-based
approaches, and reduce recidivism.

f) Prohibits a county board of supervisors from allocating funding to any
juvenile hall, camp, ranch, or secure youth treatment facility that is, or
at any time during the prior fiscal year was, deemed unsuitable and
used for the confinement of youth on any day when the facility was
prohibited by law from being used for the confinement of youth.
Allows a county board of supervisors to withhold funding from any
entity that is, or at any time during the prior fiscal year was, operating
an unsuitable juvenile hall, camp, ranch, or secure youth treatment
facility and is confining or did confine one or more youth in the
unsuitable facility on any day when the facility was prohibited by law
from being used for confinement of youth.

g)Requires county realignment block grant plans to include a description
of less restrictive programs used by the county, including whether the
programs are in a facility regulated by Subchapter 5 (commencing
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with Section 1300) of Chapter 1 of Division 1 of Title 15 of the
California Code of Regulations.

h) Requires county realignment block grant plans to include a summary
of expenditures from the prior fiscal year, including, but not limited
to, total expenditures, a description of whether the expenditures were
consistent with the county’s realignment block grant plan, and a
description of how those expenditures improve outcomes for the
realigned population.

2) Clarifies the operational period for which the California Fruit and Vegetable
pilot project will receive an evaluation, to prevent additional funding
included in the 2025 Budget Act from delaying the scheduled evaluation.

3) Clarifies that for participants in the CalWORKSs program, counties shall
provide a prepopulated semiannual report for program renewal either by
mail or electronically. Requires final policy guidance for changes to the
prepopulated semiannual report to be completed by the California
Department of Social Services (CDSS) by August 15, 2025.

4) Beginning July, 2026, if the state ceases to receive enhanced federal
financial participation due to noncompliance of timely case reassessment for
the Community First Choice Option program within the In-Home
Supportive Services (IHSS) program, requires 100 percent of the federal
penalty to be paid by counties. For the 2025-26 fiscal year only, establishes
that the state and county shall each pay 50 percent of the federal penalty.

5) Requires county child welfare agencies to convene child and family team
meetings for children and youth receiving family maintenance services.

6) Clarifies that in the event of a disaster declaration, CDSS shall receive up to
$300,000 General Fund to cover administrative costs associated with the
implementation of the Disaster CalFresh program.

7) Restricts the use of Adoption Assistance Program (AAP) payments for
placement in an out-of-state residential treatment facility to only those
adopted children whose parent(s) live in the state outside of California in
which the facility is located. Establishes parameters governing the
authorization of AAP payments for families who meet this criteria, including
the following:
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a) Requires the facility to be licensed, in good standing, eligible for
federal funds, and a qualified residential treatment program, as
specified.

b) Prevents AAP payments from being used for facilities such as
wilderness programs, boot camps, detention facilities, boarding
schools, and military schools, as specified.

c) For adoption assistance agreements executed prior to June 30, 2025,
prohibits AAP payments at the negotiated benefit amount from
exceeding the timeframe authorized in the adoption assistance
agreement in effect on June 30, 2025, unless the responsible public
agency and adoptive parents have negotiated and agreed upon up to an
additional 60 days for the purpose of transitioning the child home.

d) Commencing September 1, 2025, and annually thereafter, requires
county adoption agencies to provide the following information to
CDSS: the total number of children in out-of-state residential
treatment facilities, the name and location of each out-of-state
residential treatment facility, and the number of days each child
placed in an out-of-state residential treatment facility remained in that
facility.

e) Requires CDSS to engage child welfare advocates, county child
welfare agencies, tribes, and interested stakeholders to update policies
regarding the use of AAP for in-home wraparound and out-of-home
placements, and provide proposed statutory changes to the Legislature
no later than February 1, 2026.

8) Makes technical and conforming changes.
FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: Yes Fiscal Com.: Yes Local: Yes

Appropriates $208.8 million from the General Fund for the Juvenile Justice
Realignment Block Grant

SUPPORT: (Verified 6/25/25)
None received

OPPOSITION: (Verified 6/25/25)

None received

ASSEMBLY FLOOR: 53-17, 3/20/25
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AYES: Addis, Aguiar-Curry, Arambula, Avila Farias, Bains, Bennett, Berman,
Boerner, Bonta, Bryan, Caloza, Carrillo, Connolly, Elhawary, Fong, Gabriel,
Garcia, Gipson, Mark Gonzalez, Haney, Harabedian, Hart, Jackson, Kalra, Lee,
Lowenthal, McKinnor, Muratsuchi, Nguyen, Ortega, Pacheco, Patel, Pellerin,
Petrie-Norris, Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Ransom, Celeste Rodriguez, Michelle
Rodriguez, Rogers, Blanca Rubio, Schiavo, Schultz, Sharp-Collins, Solache,
Soria, Stefani, Valencia, Ward, Wicks, Wilson, Zbur, Rivas

NOES: Alanis, Castillo, Chen, Davies, DeMaio, Dixon, Ellis, Flora, Gallagher,
Jeff Gonzalez, Hadwick, Lackey, Macedo, Patterson, Sanchez, Ta, Tangipa

NO VOTE RECORDED: Ahrens, Alvarez, Bauer-Kahan, Calderon, Essayli,
Hoover, Irwin, Krell, Papan, Wallis

Prepared by: Elizabeth Schmitt/ B. & F.R./(916) 651-4103
6/26/25 16:11:26
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