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UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

Bill No: SB 606 

Author: Alvarado-Gil (D)  

Amended: 9/7/23   

Vote: 21  

  

SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE:  16-0, 4/11/23 

AYES:  Gonzalez, Niello, Allen, Archuleta, Becker, Blakespear, Cortese, Dahle, 

Dodd, Limón, McGuire, Newman, Nguyen, Seyarto, Umberg, Wahab 

 

SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE:  7-0, 5/18/23 

AYES:  Portantino, Jones, Ashby, Bradford, Seyarto, Wahab, Wiener 

 

SENATE FLOOR:  40-0, 5/25/23 

AYES:  Allen, Alvarado-Gil, Archuleta, Ashby, Atkins, Becker, Blakespear, 

Bradford, Caballero, Cortese, Dahle, Dodd, Durazo, Eggman, Glazer, Gonzalez, 

Grove, Hurtado, Jones, Laird, Limón, McGuire, Menjivar, Min, Newman, 

Nguyen, Niello, Ochoa Bogh, Padilla, Portantino, Roth, Rubio, Seyarto, Skinner, 

Smallwood-Cuevas, Stern, Umberg, Wahab, Wiener, Wilk 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  80-0, 9/11/23 - See last page for vote 

  

SUBJECT: State highways:  State Route 203:  reduction 

SOURCE: Author 

DIGEST: This bill authorizes the California Transportation Commission (CTC) 

to relinquish to the Town of Mammoth Lakes all or a portion of Route 203 within 

its jurisdiction. 

Assembly Amendments specify that the Town of Mammoth Lakes shall maintain 

current truck route designations along the relinquished segment and shall 

coordinate with the Federal Highway Administration and United States Forest 

Service to ensure maintenance and operation as well as compliance with federal 

regulations.  
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ANALYSIS:  

Existing law: 

1) Defines a “state highway” as any roadway that is acquired, laid out, 

constructed, improved, or maintained as a state highway pursuant to 

constitutional or legislative authorization. (Streets and Highways Code (SHC) 

§24) 

2) Identifies, statutorily, state highway system routes through a description of 

segments of the state’s regional and interregional roads that are owned and 

operated by the Department of Transportation (Caltrans). (SHC Article 3)  

3) Defines Route 304 as from the Mono county line near Minaret Summit to Route 

395. (SHC §503) 

4) Specifies that it is the intent of the Legislature that the prescribed routes of the 

state highway system connect communities and regions of the state and that 

they serve the state’s economy by connecting centers of commerce, industry, 

agriculture, mineral wealth and recreation. (SHC §300) 

5) Allows the relinquishment of portions of state highways to local government 

control through a statutory process requiring the CTC to make findings that it is 

in the best interest of the state to include or delete a specified portion of 

roadway from the system.  (SHC §73) 

This bill authorizes CTC to relinquish to the Town of Mammoth Lakes all or a 

portion of Route 203 within its jurisdiction relinquishment if the city and Caltrans 

enter into an agreement providing for the relinquishment and the relinquishment 

complies with all applicable requirements of the Federal Highway Administration 

and the United States Forest Service. 

Comments 

1) Purpose of bill.  According to the author, “SB 606 will support economic 

development, improve traffic circulation, and preserve public access to natural 

resources in Mono County by relinquishing a portion of State Route 203 to the 

Town of Mammoth Lakes.” 

2) Relinquishments.  Each session, the Legislature passes and the governor signs 

numerous bills authorizing CTC to relinquish segments of the state highway 

system to local jurisdictions.  Relinquishment transactions are generally 

preceded by a negotiation of terms and conditions between the local jurisdiction 
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and Caltrans.  Once an agreement has been established, CTC typically approves 

the relinquishment and verifies its approval via a resolution. 

3) Route 203.  Route 203 stretches west to east between Minaret Summit and U.S 

Route 395 in Mono County.  The Route passes through the town of Mammoth 

Lakes, connecting it to the U.S. route and rural communities to the west.  

Minaret Summit receives significant snowfall in the winter and the highway is 

usually closed during the winter between the Summit and the Mammoth 

Mountain Ski Area. 

4) A Mammoth undertaking.  This bill is primarily supported by the town of 

Mammoth Lakes and the Mammoth Mountain Ski Area, a 20-acre recreational 

development.  The Ski Area is undergoing a redevelopment project.  As part of 

this project the Area plans to build a new road that will be on the southern side 

of the lodge that will give visitors access to both sides of the lodge (see 

proposed plan below).  This plan also includes building a new transit hub at the 

base of the lodge to make it more accessible to public transit and improve 

traffic circulation in the community.  In order to do this, they need to make an 

addition to and diversion of the existing route, requiring relinquishment. 

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: No Fiscal Com.: Yes Local: No 

According to the Assembly Appropriations Committee, this bill will result in 

potential one-time costs to Caltrans, ranging from minor to up to several million 

dollars, for negotiating the relinquishment of the designated segments of Route 203 

to the Town of Mammoth Lakes (State Highway Account). These costs would be 

offset in future years by avoided maintenance on the relinquished segment 
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SUPPORT: (Verified 9/8/23) 

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP 

Mammoth Main Lodge Redevelopment LLC 

Town of Mammoth Lakes 

OPPOSITION: (Verified 9/8/23) 

None received 

 

 

ASSEMBLY FLOOR:  80-0, 9/11/23 

AYES:  Addis, Aguiar-Curry, Alanis, Alvarez, Arambula, Bains, Bauer-Kahan, 

Bennett, Berman, Boerner, Bonta, Bryan, Calderon, Juan Carrillo, Wendy 

Carrillo, Cervantes, Chen, Connolly, Megan Dahle, Davies, Dixon, Essayli, 

Flora, Mike Fong, Vince Fong, Friedman, Gabriel, Gallagher, Garcia, Gipson, 

Grayson, Haney, Hart, Holden, Hoover, Irwin, Jackson, Jones-Sawyer, Kalra, 

Lackey, Lee, Low, Lowenthal, Maienschein, Mathis, McCarty, McKinnor, 

Muratsuchi, Stephanie Nguyen, Ortega, Pacheco, Papan, Jim Patterson, Joe 

Patterson, Pellerin, Petrie-Norris, Quirk-Silva, Ramos, Rendon, Reyes, Luz 

Rivas, Rodriguez, Blanca Rubio, Sanchez, Santiago, Schiavo, Soria, Ta, Ting, 

Valencia, Villapudua, Waldron, Wallis, Ward, Weber, Wicks, Wilson, Wood, 

Zbur, Robert Rivas 

 

Prepared by: Jacob O'Connor / TRANS. / (916) 651-4121 

9/11/23 19:49:40 

****  END  **** 
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