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THIRD READING

Bill No: AB 264

Author: Ting (D), Mike Fong (D), Low (D) and Stephanie Nguyen (D), et al.
Amended: 6/13/23 in Senate

Vote: 21

SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE: 6-0, 6/7/23
AYES: Newman, Cortese, Glazer, McGuire, Smallwood-Cuevas, Wilk
NO VOTE RECORDED: Ochoa Bogh

ASSEMBLY FLOOR: 68-0, 4/10/23 - See last page for vote

SUBJECT: Community colleges: Lunar New Year holiday
SOURCE: Author

DIGEST: This bill authorizes a community college to close to observe Lunar
New Year, as specified.

ANALYSIS:

Existing law:

1) Requires community colleges to continue in session or close on specified
holidays as follows:

a) Requires community colleges to close on January Ist, the third Monday in
January, known as “Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day,” February 12th known
as “Lincoln Day,” the third Monday in February known as “Washington
Day,” the last Monday in May known as “Memorial Day,” July 4th, the first
Monday in September known as “Labor Day,” November 11th known as
“Veterans Day,” that Thursday in November proclaimed by the President as
“Thanksgiving Day,” and December 25th.

b) Requires community colleges to close on every day appointed by the
President as a public fast, thanksgiving, or holiday, unless it is a special or
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limited holiday; requires community colleges to continue in session on all
legal holidays other than those designated in statute, and requires community
colleges to hold proper exercises commemorating the day. (Education Code

(EC) § 79020)

2) Authorizes community colleges to be closed, in addition to the holidays
prescribed above, on:

a) The fourth Friday in September, known as “Native American Day,” if the
governing board agrees to close the community college for that purpose.

b) March 31, known as “Cesar Chavez Day,” if the governing board agrees to
close the community college for that purpose.

c) April 24, known as “Genocide Remembrance Day,” if the governing board
agrees to close the community college for that purpose. (EC § 79020 and §
88203)

3) Authorizes Glendale Community College, in addition to the optional holidays
listed above, to be closed on April 24, known as “Armenian
Genocide Remembrance Day,” if the governing board agrees to close the
community college for that purpose. (EC § 79020 and § 88203)

4) Requires the California Community Colleges (CCCs) to provide at least 175
days of instruction. (California Code of Regulations, Title 5, § 55701)

5) Recognizes the date corresponding with the second new moon following the
winter solstice, or the third new moon following the winter solstice should an
intercalary month intervene, known as “Lunar New Year” and as a state
holiday, authorizing eligible state employees to elect to receive eight hours of
holiday credit for the date corresponding with Lunar New Year in lieu of
receiving eight hours of personal credit, as specified. (Government Code §
6700 and § 19853)

This bill:

1) Authorizes a community college to replace closing on February 12, Lincoln
Day, or the third Monday in February, Washington Day, with the date
corresponding with the second new moon following the winter solstice, or the
third new moon following the winter solstice should an intercalary month
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intervene, known as “Lunar New Year,” if the governing board of the
community college district agrees to close the community college for that

purpose.

2) Requires the community college to observe Lunar New Year on a preceding or
following weekday when Lunar New Year falls on another holiday.

Comments

1) Need for the bill. According to the author, “there are over 6 million Asian
Americans in California and nearly two-thirds of Asian Americans celebrate
Lunar New Year. In order to promote cultural understanding and acceptance,
AB 264 would provide community colleges the flexibility to observe Lunar
New Year as a holiday. Lunar New Year is officially recognized as a state
holiday in California, and the Legislature should give community colleges the
ability to recognize Lunar New Year as a school holiday.”

2) Days that community colleges are closed. The state has prescribed specified
holidays. Existing law requires community colleges to close on specified
holidays, and authorizes community colleges to close on additional holidays or
days of recognition. The days that community colleges are required to be
closed do not completely correspond with designated state holidays; for
example, Lunar New Year is a designated state holiday but not specified as a
day that community colleges must close, or are even authorized to close. Since
Lunar New Year is a state holiday, the Governor could issue an executive
proclamation to require community colleges to close for Lunar New Year, but
would necessitate annual action to do via executive proclamation. This bill
authorizes, but does not require, community colleges to close on Lunar New
Year.

3) Academic Calendars. As noted in the Assembly Higher Education Committee
analysis, the adoption of the academic calendar is based on an array of factors
including the collective bargaining agreements between faculty and staff, the
minimum days of instruction required by the California Code of Regulations,
and the federal requirements for units of credit. Therefore, for each holiday that
1s adopted, an additional academic day must be added to the calendar. This bill
creatively empowers community college districts to swap the currently
mandated holidays of either Lincoln Day (February 12) or Washington Day (the
third Monday in February), with the day each year that corresponds with Lunar
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New Year. As a result, community colleges would not necessarily need to
adjust their academic calendars to close for Lunar New Year.

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation: No Fiscal Com.: No Local: No
SUPPORT: (Verified 6/12/23)
None received

OPPOSITION: (Verified 6/12/23)

None received

ASSEMBLY FLOOR: 68-0, 4/10/23

AYES: Addis, Aguiar-Curry, Alanis, Alvarez, Arambula, Bains, Bennett, Berman,
Boerner Horvath, Bonta, Calderon, Juan Carrillo, Wendy Carrillo, Cervantes,
Connolly, Megan Dahle, Dixon, Flora, Mike Fong, Vince Fong, Friedman,
Gabriel, Gallagher, Garcia, Gipson, Grayson, Haney, Hart, Holden, Hoover,
Irwin, Jackson, Jones-Sawyer, Kalra, Lackey, Lee, Low, Lowenthal,
Maienschein, Mathis, McCarty, Muratsuchi, Stephanie Nguyen, Ortega,
Pacheco, Papan, Joe Patterson, Pellerin, Ramos, Reyes, Luz Rivas, Robert
Rivas, Rodriguez, Blanca Rubio, Santiago, Schiavo, Soria, Ta, Ting, Villapudua,
Waldron, Wallis, Ward, Weber, Wicks, Wood, Zbur, Rendon

NO VOTE RECORDED: Bauer-Kahan, Bryan, Chen, Davies, Essayli, McKinnor,
Jim Patterson, Petrie-Norris, Quirk-Silva, Sanchez, Valencia, Wilson

Prepared by: Lynn Lorber/ ED./(916) 651-4105
6/14/23 13:17:04
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