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Date of Hearing:  March 8, 2023  

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION 

Miguel Santiago, Chair 

AB 261 (Kalra) – As Introduced January 19, 2023 

SUBJECT:  Mushrooms 

SUMMARY:  This bill would establish the California Golden Chanterelle (Cantharellus 

californicus) as the official state mushroom. 

EXISTING LAW: Designates the following as official state insignia: 

1)  State Flower – “Golden Poppy” (Added by Ch. 69, Stat. of 1903)  

2)  State Bird – “California Valley Quail” (Added by Ch. 777, Stat. of 1931)  

3)  State Tree – “California Redwood” includes both the coast redwood (Sequoia empervirens)                     

and the Sierra big tree (Sequoia gigantea) – (Added by Ch. 134, Stat. of 1943; Amended by Ch. 

1140, Stat. of 1953) 

4)  State Theatre – “Pasadena Playhouse” (Added by Resolution Ch. 45, Stat. of 1937)  

5)  State Fish – “California Golden Trout” (Added by Resolution Ch. 90, Stat. of 1947)  

6)  State Song – “I Love You California” (Added by Resolution Ch. 87, Stat. of 1951)  

7)  State Animal – “California Grizzly” (Added by Ch. 1140, Stat. of 1953) 

8)  State Motto – “Eureka” (Added by Ch. 1237, Stat. of 1963)  

9)   State Rock – “Serpentine” (Added by Ch. 89, Stat. of 1965)  

10) State Mineral – “Native Gold” (Added by Ch. 89, Stat. of 1965)  

11) State Nickname – “Golden State” (Added by Ch. 66, Stat. of 1968)  

12) State Reptile – “Desert Tortoise” (Added by Ch. 683, Stat. of 1972)  

13) State Insect – “California Dogface Butterfly” (Added by Ch. 521, Stat. of 1972)  

14) State Fossil – “Sabre-Tooth Cat” (Added by Ch. 792, Stat. of 1973)  

15) State Historical Society – “California Historical Society” (Added by Ch. 52, Stat. of 1979)   

16) State Marine Mammal – “California Gray Whale” (Added by Ch. 328, Stat. of 1975)  

17) State Gemstone – “Benitoite” (Added by Chapter 1365, Stat. of 1985)  

18) State Folk Dance – “Square Dance” (Added by Ch. 1645, Stat. of 1988)  

19) State Dance – “West Coast Swing” (Added by Ch. 1645, Stat. of 1988)  

20) State Prehistoric Artifact – “Chipped Stone Bear” (Added by Ch. 73, Stat. of 1991)  

21) State Marine Fish – “Garibaldi” (Added by Ch. 948, Stat. of 1995)  

22) State Soil – “San Joaquin Soil” (Added by Ch. 331, Stat. of 1997)  

23) State Fife and Drum Band – “California Consolidated Drum Band” (Added by Ch. 58, Stat. 

of 1997)   

24) State Tartan – “Based on the family tartan of the revered John Muir” (blue and green with 

red, gold, and blue seams) (Added by Ch. 100, Stat. of 2001)      

25) State Gold Rush Ghost Town – “Town of Bodie” (Added by Ch. 365, Stat. of 2002)  

26) State Tall Ship – “Californian” (Added by Ch. 113, Stat. of 2003)  

27) State Grass – "Nassella Pulchra” – commonly referred to as "purple needlegrass” (Added by 

Ch. 243, Stat. of 2004)  

28) State Silver Rush Ghost Town – “Calico” (Added by Ch. 90, Stat. of 2005)  

29) Official Marine Reptile – “Pacific Leatherback Sea Turtle” (Added by Ch. 591, Stat. of 

2012)  

30) State Amphibian – “California Red-Legged Frog” (Added by Ch. 77, Stat. of 2014)   
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31) State Pet – “Shelter Pet” (Added by Resolution Ch. 184, Stat. of 2015)  

32) State Lichen – “Lace Lichen” (Added by Ch. 113, Stat. of 2015)  

33) State fabric – “Denim” (Added by Ch. 873, Stat. of 2016)   

34) State Dinosaur – “Augustynolophus morrisi” (Added by Ch. 264, Stat. of 2017)  

35) State Nut – “Almond, walnut, pistachio, and pecan” (Added by Ch. 49, Stat. of 2017) 

36) State Sport – “Surfing” (AB 1782, Ch. 162, Stat. of 2018) 

 

FISCAL EFFECT: This bill is keyed non-fiscal by Legislative Counsel. 

COMMENTS:   

Purpose of the bill.  According to the author’s office, “From supporting our rich biodiversity and 

culture to offering a promising new approach to pollution mitigation, fungi are an integral part of 

the Californian story. Therefore, in recognition of fungi’s influential role, AB 261 establishes the 

California Golden Chanterelle as the official state mushroom. This distinctly Californian species 

forms close bonds with the state’s oak trees and delights the many Californians who have taken 

up foraging. By establishing this state symbol, California will not only recognize the many 

critical functions of fungi, but also create opportunities for the public to learn more about their 

state’s unique history and ecology.” 

 

Background: 

Mushrooms have been used medicinally for hundreds of years. As early as 400 B.C., Hippocrates 

mentioned their medicinal value in his writings, but it wasn’t until 1652 that their cultivation is 

documented. At first they were not consumed; they were used as compresses and in various 

natural medicines worldwide. 

 

Mushrooms are the fruiting bodies of fungi, ancient and long-lived organisms that sustain life on 

Earth in a variety of ways. Mushrooms are important for both wildlife and people. Their 

extensive belowground networks nourish forests and grasslands via symbiotic connections with 

plant roots. They decompose dead wood, improve groundwater quality and quantity, store carbon 

in soil, and play a critical role in climate resilience and healthy soils. 

 

Diverse human cultures have used mushrooms in various ways. Increasingly, mushrooms and 

fungi are being looked at for innovative environmental solutions, ranging from the creation of 

sustainable materials and food sources to implementing low-cost bioremediation of toxic waste 

and contaminated soils. 

California Golden Chanterelle. California golden chanterelles are named for their distinguishable 

orange-yellow coloring. Sometimes called the mud puppy or oak chanterelle, golden chanterelles 

are a fungus native to California. It is a member of the genus Cantharellus along with other 

edible chanterelles. It is the largest known species of chanterelle. Their unusual size is due in part 

to their capacity for indeterminate growth, making Cantharellus californicus specimens actively 

grow for far longer than most other mushrooms. They grow from the ground in a symbiotic, 

mycorrhizal partnership with live oak trees in the late fall and winter. Cantharellus cibarius 

grows singly or in groups in mossy or grassy areas. In doing so, the surface area of the roots 

increases, and the latter can absorb more water and nutrients. Both the mushrooms and the trees 

thus share resources. These mushrooms hold immense potential for reforestation and forestry 
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practices. The natural feeding process of the fungus can also help in agriculture to increase crop 

yields while reducing costs. 

 

 
 

Chanterelle mushrooms are rich in vitamin D and are an excellent source of polysaccharides like 

chitin and chitosan, which help to protect cells from damage and stimulate the immune system to 

produce more cells. They’re also known to help reduce inflammation and lower various cancer risks. 

Chanterelles have health-boosting polysaccharides, fatty acids, phenolic acid compounds, beta-

glucans that act as gut prebiotics, and about fifteen different amino acids. 

 

Value-add of state recognition. It is often believed that there are laws prohibiting the cutting or 

damaging of the California poppy because it is the state flower. In fact, there is no law protecting 

the California poppy, but the designation endeared an appreciation of the flower and perpetuated 

the myth that no one may pick them. AB 261 acknowledges that naming the golden chanterelle 

the official state mushroom of California will promote appreciation, education, and study of 

mushrooms in this state. 

 

Eureka! “Gold” rush of 2023. Of all the wild mushrooms you can hunt and eat, golden 

chanterelles are widely available and prized. Chanterelles are one of the most expensive 

mushrooms on the market; dried golden chanterelles can cost up to $224/pound. They are one of 

the best tasting and, therefore, highly sought after as a culinary delicacy. Most significantly, 

though, chanterelles can’t be grown commercially, at least not yet. That means the only way to 

get them is in the forest. 

Is a “state mushroom” a thing? Three other states have designated a state mushroom: Oregon, 

which picked the Pacific golden chanterelle; Texas, which selected the Texas star mushroom; 

and Minnesota, which adopted the morel. This year, a bill was introduced in Utah to designate 

the porcini as the state’s official mushroom. 

In support. The California Institute for Biodiversity writes, “Over the last year California 

mushroom experts worked to identify the mushroom most deserving of recognition as the newest 

state emblem. First, a dozen local mycological associations and societies around the state worked 

with their diverse memberships to develop a list of candidates for the honor. Then, the six 

winning candidates were placed on a ballot and put to a statewide vote. Almost 4,000 votes were 

received from all corners of our state, and the lovely California Golden Chanterelle was selected 

by an overwhelming majority. California State Symbols are a powerful means of elevating the 

importance of biodiversity, and advancing conservation and appreciation. Naming California 



AB 261 

 Page  4 

Golden Chanterelle as the official state mushroom of California will promote appreciation, 

education, conservation and study of mushrooms in this state.” 

 

Do we recognize everything? Not necessarily. Last year, AB 868 (E. Garcia, 2022) would 

have designated the official State Milkshake – “the Date Shake.” The bill was never heard by 

the Senate Committee on Governmental Organization. 

In 2010, AB 2063 (Huffman) would have recognized Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus 

tshawytscha) as the official state anadromous fish. The bill was vetoed Governor Arnold 

Schwarzenegger who wrote, “This bill is unnecessary.” 

AB 1253 (Migden, 2006) would have designated “Zinfandel” as the historic wine of 

California. Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger vetoed the bill, saying it would be inappropriate to 

single out one of California's many types of wine. 

REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION: 

Support 

Acterra: Action for A Healthy Planet 

California Association of Local Conservation Corps 

California for Western Wilderness 

California Institute for Biodiversity 

California Wildlife Foundation 

Endangered Habitats League 

Environmental Working Group 

Forests Forever 

Fungal Diversity Survey 

Golden Gate Audubon Society 

Great Old Broads for Wilderness 

Hills for Everyone 

Humboldt Bay Mycological Society 

International Mushroom Dye Institute 

Malibu Monarch Project 

Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens 

Mendocino Coast Mushroom Club 

Naturalist for You 

Nature in The City 

Resource Renewal Institute 

Rincon-vitova Insectaries 

Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society 

Sonoma County Mycological Association 

Sonoma Ecology Center 

Sustainable Claremont 

The Escondido Creek Conservancy 

The Fungivore Mycotours 

Tuolumne River Trust 

Ventana Wilderness Alliance 

Western Watersheds Project 
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Analysis Prepared by: Eric Johnson / G.O. / (916) 319-2531 


