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SENATE THIRD READING 

SB 906 (Portantino) 

As Amended  June 23, 2022 

Majority vote 

SUMMARY 

Requires specified school personnel to report to law enforcement threats or perceived threats of 

potential homicidal acts by students, describes law enforcement's required response to such 

threats, and requires the California Department of Education (CDE) to develop model content. 

Major Provisions 
1) Defines a "threat or perceived threat" as any conduct or writing by a student that creates a 

reasonable suspicion that the student is preparing to commit a homicidal act related to school 

or a school activity. Specifies that a threat could include possession, use, or depictions of 

firearms and associated materials, as well as warnings from other students, parents, or 

individuals.  

2) Requires a school official to report a threat or perceived threat of a homicidal act to law 

enforcement and requires any documentary evidence associated with the threat be sent to law 

enforcement.  

3) Requires law enforcement to keep records of such a report sent by a school official.  

4) Requires a local law enforcement agency or schoolsite police officer to conduct an 

investigation and assessment of the threat or perceived threat, and to review the firearm 

registry maintained by the Department of Justice (DOJ).  

5) States that the investigation and threat assessment must include a search conducted at the 

schoolsite, but only if the search is justified by a reasonable suspicion that it would produce 

evidence related to the threat or perceived threat.   

6) Requires the CDE, in consultation with relevant local educational agencies, civil rights 

groups, and the DOJ, to examine best practices to develop model content for local 

educational agencies to use by July 1, 2023.  

7) States that the model content issued by the CDE must, at a minimum, include informational 

material for parents of laws relating to safe storage of firearms and child access prevention.  

8) Requires, commencing with the 2023-24 school year, local educational agencies to send out 

annual notifications to parents or guardians of pupils in kindergarten or any grades one to 12, 

containing information of laws relating to the safe storage of firearms and child access 

prevention.  

9) Provides local educational agencies serving pupils in kindergarten and grades one to 12, 

immunity from civil liability for any damages related to the abovementioned requirements. 

COMMENTS 
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According to the Author 
"While California has adopted strenuous firearm storage safety laws in recent years, increased 

measures are needed to ensure that parents are aware of safe storage regulations that protect their 

children and their peers. Warning signs frequently forecast subsequent school tragedies, and 

local educators should be able to investigate perceived threats to their students' safety. 

Prioritizing the safety of students by increasing transparency, ensuring safe at-home storage, and 

empowering educators and law enforcement to investigate threats is crucial to keeping California 

students safe. 

"SB 906 would require the State Department of Education, in consultation with the Department 

of Justice, to develop model content for use by local educational agencies related to a threat or 

perceived threat of a homicidal act at a school. SB 906 would also require local educational 

agencies to include information related to the safe storage of firearms in the annual notification 

provided to the parents or guardians of a pupil. 

"If a school official is alerted to or observes any threat or perceived threat of a homicidal act at a 

school, SB 906 would require a report of the threat or perceived threat to be immediately made to 

law enforcement. SB 906 would require a school or local educational agency, in consultation 

with law enforcement, to conduct immediately an investigation and threat assessment." 

Arguments in Support 
According to the Union of Educators & Classified Professionals, "…The unfortunate reality in 

our community is that educators, parents, and students alike have seen horrific tragedies in 

schools due to mass shootings and other acts of violence. The cries from everyone that are 

impacted by a mass casualty event at a school haunt the minds of those who live on, hoping that 

they never experience a similar tragedy. According to CNN, between 2009 and 2018, at least 177 

of America's schools experienced a shooting. 

"This bill will assist our schools in becoming more prepared to prevent mass casualty events at 

schools in the future, by setting best practices, working with law enforcement, ensuring 

immediate response to threats, and utilizing data housed within the Department of Justice to 

assess threats and respond accordingly to prevent future mass shootings…" 

Arguments in Opposition 
According to the American Civil Liberties Union, "…Even in that narrower set of cases, school 

officials must retain the discretion to determine if a report to law enforcement is the best way to 

prevent violence from occurring. A student who is struggling with difficult thoughts and 

emotions and reaches out to a teacher or a peer may need help and may, in fact, be trying to get 

help. If schools are required to call in law enforcement in every case, those students will not tell 

their teachers and peers what they are going through. There will be no chance get the student the 

help they need and prevent the student from taking violent action. 

"In making a decision about how to handle a threat or perceived threat, school authorities need to 

be mindful of the many alternatives they have for taking preventive action: a student may need a 

referral to counseling, for a parent to be brought in for a conference, or to participate in a 

restorative justice program, to give just a few examples. To ensure that school officials choose 

the response that best fits each particular case, the bill should reference alternative actions that 

can be taken. 
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"Finally, we note that the bill offers complete immunity from liability for school officials who 

report threats as required. Even where a knowingly false report is made to law enforcement 

regarding a student, the school official could not be held liable for any resulting harm. We know 

of no other provision in the Education Code that provides such broad immunity. 

"School officials need to be able to address student behavior, and keep schools safe, by using the 

most appropriate tools available to them, including by providing student supports when that is 

what is needed. Knowing of your strong support for mental health resources, we look forward to 

working with you to ensure that the steps we take to prevent violence in our schools are effective 

and do not needlessly criminalize students who need help." 

FISCAL COMMENTS 

According to the Assembly Appropriations Committee: 

1) One-time General Fund (GF) costs, likely in the low-to-mid hundreds of thousands of 

dollars, for CDE and DOJ to examine best practices related to homicidal acts at schools and 

to develop model content, including child access prevention laws and laws relating to the 

safe storage of firearms, for local educational agencies to use. Minor ongoing GF costs to 

CDE and DOJ to update the materials annually, if needed. 

2) Ongoing Proposition 98 GF costs to local educational agencies to provide the new parental 

notification. If schools provide the notification as a printed one-page document, costs would 

be about $.10 per notification. If schools use online messaging systems, as many do, costs 

would be lower. Statewide costs would depend on the number of schools providing the 

notification as a printed document versus online. For example, if 25% of the state's 6.2 

million students received the notification as a printed one-page document, costs would total 

$155,000 statewide annually. 

3) Ongoing Proposition 98 GF cost pressures to local educational agencies for school official 

time to report and provide evidence to law enforcement in cases related to real or perceived 

threats of homicidal acts at schools. Costs will depend on the number of incidents reported by 

school officials. 

If the Commission on State Mandates determines the bill's requirements to be a reimbursable 

state mandate, the state would need to reimburse these costs to local educational agencies or 

provide funding through the K-12 Mandate Block Grant. In the past, the Commission on 

State Mandates determined parental notifications to be a reimbursable state mandate. 

 

VOTES 

SENATE FLOOR:  26-6-8 
YES:  Allen, Atkins, Becker, Cortese, Dodd, Durazo, Eggman, Glazer, Gonzalez, Hueso, 

Hurtado, Laird, Leyva, Limón, McGuire, Min, Newman, Pan, Portantino, Roth, Rubio, Skinner, 

Stern, Umberg, Wieckowski, Wiener 

NO:  Bates, Dahle, Grove, Jones, Nielsen, Wilk 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Archuleta, Borgeas, Bradford, Caballero, Hertzberg, Kamlager, 

Melendez, Ochoa Bogh 
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ASM PUBLIC SAFETY:  6-0-2 
YES:  Jones-Sawyer, Lee, Quirk, Santiago, Seyarto, Cristina Garcia 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Lackey, Mia Bonta 

 

ASM APPROPRIATIONS:  15-0-1 
YES:  Holden, Bigelow, Bryan, Calderon, Carrillo, Megan Dahle, Davies, Mike Fong, Fong, 

Gabriel, Levine, Quirk, Robert Rivas, Akilah Weber, Wilson 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Eduardo Garcia 

 

UPDATED 

VERSION: June 23, 2022 

CONSULTANT:  Mureed Rasool / PUB. S. / (916) 319-3744   FN: 0003038 




