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Bill Summary:  SB 803 makes changes to the Barbering and Cosmetology Act 

recommended during the joint sunset review of the Board of Barbering and 

Cosmetology. 

Fiscal Impact:   

 

 Unknown fiscal impact for the various administrative and enforcement changes 

made to the operations of the Board of Barbering and Cosmetology (Barbering and 
Cosmetology Contingent Fund).  

 

 Increased per diem, travel, and other expenses for new Board members. 

Background:  Existing law establishes the Board of Barbering and Cosmetology until 

January 1, 2022 and tasks the Board with administering the Barbering and Cosmetology 
Act; regulating specified practices through the licensure of barbers, cosmetologists, 
electrologists, manicurists, and estheticians; and oversight of establishments. 

The Senate Business and Professions Committee and the Assembly Business and 
Professions Committee conducted several oversight hearings in November 2020 and 

March/April 2021. This bill is one of a number of sunset bills intended to implement 
legislative changes as recommended by staff of the Committees and which are reflected 
in the Background Papers prepared by Committee staff for each agency and program 

reviewed this year. According to the Author, this bill is necessary to make changes to 
the Board’s operations in order to improve oversight of its various licensed 

professionals. Recommendations were made by Committee staff regarding the 
particular issue areas which needed to be addressed. 

Proposed Law:    

 Increases Board membership from nine to thirteen members and makes 

corresponding changes to the makeup of the Board. Specifically increases public 
members from five to seven and increases professional members from four to six. 

 Increases the number of gubernatorial appointments, and specifies that professional 
members appointed by the Governor to the Board be comprised of a cosmetologist, 

barber, esthetician, electrologist, manicurist, and an establishment owner. 

 Specifies each member of the Board receive a per diem. 
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 Repeals the requirements for the Board to conduct reviews and report its findings on 
specified training requirements, occupational analysis, and examinations as 

specified.  

 Repeals the requirement that the Board not reduce its number of employees 

assigned to perform random or targeted inspection and investigations related to field 
operations, as specified. 

 Revises the practice of skin and nail care and the practice of barbering and 

cosmetology. 

 Removes the requirement that an applicant for a license must have been active for 

three of the last five years during which time the applicant has not been subject to 
disciplinary action or a criminal conviction.   

 Repeals practical examination requirements. 

 Repeals specified inspection requirements.  

 Modifies the definition of “mobile unit” and makes other changes to requirements 

around the operation of a mobile unit.  

 Repeals the requirement for the Board to determine the required subjects of 

instruction to be completed in all approved courses. 

 Decreases the number of practical and technical instruction for a barbering or 

cosmetology course from 1,500 hours to 1,000 hours. 

 Specifies the curriculum for barbering, cosmetology, skin care, and nail care courses 

to consist of a specified number of technical and practical instruction. 

 Repeals the fine for violations with no other specific penalty provided. 

 States intent to provide safe harbor to persons who have commenced preapprentice 

training, as specified. 

Related Legislation:  SB 800 (Roth, 2021) extends the operation of the Department of 

Real Estate and the Bureau of Real Estate Appraisers from January 1, 2022 to 2026 

and makes other changes to the Real Estate Law recommended during the joint sunset 
review of the Department.  

 
SB 801 (Roth, 2021) makes various technical and conforming changes to the various 
practice acts administered by the Board of Behavioral Sciences recommended during 

the joint sunset review of the Board. 
 

SB 802 (Roth, 2021) modifies definitions; specifies advisory committee membership 
terms; expands the conditions that require prior authorization; and makes technical and 
other conforming changes to the California Private Postsecondary Education Act 

recommended during the joint sunset review of the Bureau for Private Postsecondary 
Education. 



SB 803 (Roth)    Page 3 of 3 
 

SB 806 (Roth, 2021) is the Medical Board of California sunset bill. 

Staff Comments:  This bill is the sunset vehicle for the Board of Barbering and 

Cosmetology. The 2021 Governor’s Budget proposes 75.1 positions and an annual 

budget of approximately $20.7 million (Barbering and Cosmetology Contingent Fund) to 
support the Board’s licensing and enforcement activities. 

-- END -- 


