
SENATE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
Senator Anthony Portantino, Chair 

2021 - 2022  Regular  Session 

SB 746 (Skinner) - California Consumer Privacy Act of 2018:  personal 
information:  political purpose 

 
Version: March 25, 2021 Policy Vote: JUD. 9 - 1 
Urgency: No Mandate: Yes 
Hearing Date: April 19, 2021 Consultant: Shaun Naidu 

 

Bill Summary:  SB 746 would require businesses to disclose if they use the personal 

information of consumers for political purposes, as defined, to consumers and the 
Attorney General or the California Privacy Protection Agency, as specified.   

Fiscal Impact:  The Department of Justice (DOJ) reports that this measure would result 

in workload costs of about $157,000 for 1.0 Associate Governmental Program Analyst 
(AGPA) for the one year of responsibility until duties are transferred to the California 
Privacy Protection Agency.  (Special fund*, General Fund) 

 
It is presumed that the California Privacy Protection Agency would have the same 

workload requirements as the department resulting from this measure.  (Special fund*) 
 
*Consumer Privacy Fund 

Background:  The California Consumer Privacy Act of 2018 (CCPA) grants consumers 

various rights related to their personal information that is held by a business, including 
the right to request a business that collects personal information about the consumer to 

disclose the categories of personal information it has collected about that consumer.  
Through Proposition 24 (2020), the voters enacted the California Privacy Rights Act of 
2020, which amended the CCPA, limited further amendments to the CCPA, and created 

the California Privacy Protection Agency.  Initially, the CCPA provided the Attorney 
General with enforcement authority related to the act, except for certain circumstances 

in which a consumer could pursue legal action related to the breach of their own 
personal information held by a business.  Proposition 24, however, shifted 
responsibilities by vesting the California Privacy Protection Agency with full 

administrative power, authority, and jurisdiction to implement and enforce the CCPA. 
 

Proposition 24 also established the Consumer Privacy Fund with the intent to fully offset 
any costs incurred by the state courts, the Attorney General, and the California Privacy 
Protection Agency in connection with the CCPA.  Administrative fines assessed for a 

violation of the CCPA and the proceeds of any settlements of specified legal actions 
brought under the CCPA are required to be deposited into this fund. 

Proposed Law:  This bill would: 

 Grant consumers the right to request that a business that collects personal 
information about the consumer disclose to the consumer if the business uses that 

personal information for a political purpose.  Upon receiving such a request, the 
business, if applicable, must disclose the following information:  
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o The name of any candidate or committee for which the consumer’s personal 
information was used for a political purpose. 

o The title of any ballot measure for which the consumer’s personal information 
was used for a political purpose. 

o If the consumer’s personal information was used to support or oppose the 

candidate, committee, or measure.  

 Amend relevant portions of the CCPA and Proposition 24 to facilitate such requests 

for information.  

 Define “political purpose” to mean activity undertaken by a business with the actual 

knowledge, or at the direction, of one or more of the officers of the business for the 
purpose of influencing, or attempting to influence, the action of the voters for or 
against the nomination or election of a candidate or the qualification or passage of a 

ballot measure.  
o Exclude from this definition commercial transactions on behalf of another person, 

including political advertisements.  

 Require a business that engages in such activities to disclose annually between 
November 10 and December 10 to the Attorney General or the California Privacy 

Protection Agency, as provided, all of the following: 
o The name of any candidate or committee for which personal information was 

used for a political purpose. 
o The title of any ballot measure for which personal information was used for a 

political purpose. 

o If personal information was used to support or oppose the candidate, committee, 
or measure. 

 Require businesses to submit to the Attorney General or the California Privacy 
Protection Agency, as provided, a statement certified, under penalty of perjury, by 
the CEO, or the equivalent person, of the business that the business has correctly 

disclosed all such political activity.  

 Require a business that does not engage in such activity, and that has gross 

revenue exceeding $100 million in the preceding calendar year, to submit annually a 
statement certified, under penalty of perjury, by the CEO, or equivalent person, of 

the business, that the business does not engage in those activities. 

Staff Comments:  The Department of Justice indicated that 1.0 AGPA would be 

needed for a year to receive and track the reports that SB 746 would require be sent to 
DOJ.  This bill, however, would require the reports to be submitted only during the one-

month period between November 10 and December 10. The department indicates that 
the AGPA would be needed for the entire period because SB 746 likely would result in a 

large influx of reports, particularly given the reporting obligation imposed on businesses 
with gross revenue exceeding $100 million.  Specifically, DOJ believes that it will need 
staff for handling intake, filing, organizing, responding to Public Record Act requests 

related to the reports, and evaluating if reports are late or missing and following up as 
appropriate. 

-- END -- 


