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SENATE THIRD READING 

SB 519 (Wiener) 

As Amended  August 15, 2022 

Majority vote 

SUMMARY 

Requires the State Department of Public Health to convene a working group to research and 

make recommendations to the Legislature regarding the regulation and use of psilocybin, 

psilocyn, dimethyltryptamine (DMT), ibogaine, lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD), 3,4-

methylenedioxymethamphetamine (MDMA), and mescaline. 

Major Provisions 
1) Requires the State Department of Public Health to convene a working group, as specified, to 

research and make recommendations to the Legislature regarding, among other things, public 

education, public health, harm reduction, and the regulation of psilocybin, psilocyn, DMT, 

ibogaine, LSD, MDMA, and mescaline. 

2) Requires the State Public Health Officer or their designee to chair the working group and for 

the group to include persons with expertise in psychedelic therapy, medicine and public 

health, drug policy, harm reduction, youth drug education; law enforcement, and other first 

responders and people with experience with the traditional indigenous use of psychedelic 

substances, including representatives from the National Council of the Native American 

Church and Indian tribes in California. 

3) Requires the working group to study the following: 

a) Education campaigns that provide accurate information about the substances specified in 

the bill, their effects, strategies for safer use, and peer support including but not limited to 

public service announcements and curricula; and public health approaches for crisis 

prevention and response, including appropriate crisis training for first responders 

including law enforcement, emergency medical services (EMS), fire service and unarmed 

co-responder units; 

b) The available research on the public health and public safety implications of 

decriminalizing those controlled substances;  

c) The available research on the safety and efficacy of using the specified controlled 

substances in a therapeutic setting for treating post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), 

depression, anxiety, addiction, and other mental health conditions; 

d) The available research on the safe use of the controlled substances for other uses 

including as part of religious, spiritual, or creative experiences; and,  

e) Regulated use models for the specified controlled substances from other jurisdictions. 

4) Requires the working group to develop policy recommendations regarding the following: 

a) The content and scope of educational campaigns and accurate public health approaches 

regarding use, effect, and risk reduction for the specified controlled substances; 
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a) Policies for minimizing use-related risks related to product safety, appropriate use, and 

impacts of detrimental substance abuse; 

b) The authorization of various controlled substances for regulated uses; 

c) The appropriate regulation of the therapeutic use of controlled substances, including 

qualifications, training, and licensing of therapists or facilitators;  

d) The regulation of the specified controlled substances for nontherapeutic use, including 

responsible marketing, produces safety, and cultural responsibility; and,  

e) Safe and equitable production, access, use, and delivery of the controlled substances. 

5) Requires the working group to submit two reports to the Legislature detailing its findings by 

specified dates.  

COMMENTS 

   

According to the Author 
"Last November, Oregon voters decriminalized the personal use of all substances and authorized 

the creation of a state-licensed, psilocybin-assisted therapy program over the next two years. 

Other countries have also successfully decriminalized the possession and personal use of all 

controlled substances. With mental health issues on the rise, it is time that California take an 

incremental and measured step to dismantle failed war on drugs policies by ending the 

criminalization of people that possess and use substances with immense healing potential. In 

light of ongoing clinical trials and research, SB 519 will establish a working group to provide 

recommendations for the Legislature on how California can regulate the legal use of these 

substances." 

Arguments in Support 
   

Arguments in Opposition 
   

FISCAL COMMENTS 

According to the Assembly Appropriations Committee, costs (General Fund (GF)) in the mid-

hundreds of thousands of dollars to DPH through fiscal year 2025-2026 in additional staff for the 

working group and subsequent report. Additional costs may also be required for third-party 

contractors to assist the working group at costs possibly into the millions of dollars. 

VOTES 

SENATE FLOOR:  21-16-3 
YES:  Allen, Atkins, Becker, Bradford, Caballero, Cortese, Dodd, Durazo, Eggman, Gonzalez, 

Hueso, Kamlager, Laird, Leyva, McGuire, Newman, Pan, Roth, Skinner, Wieckowski, Wiener 
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NO:  Archuleta, Bates, Borgeas, Dahle, Glazer, Grove, Hurtado, Jones, Melendez, Min, Nielsen, 

Ochoa Bogh, Portantino, Rubio, Umberg, Wilk 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Hertzberg, Limón, Stern 

 

ASM PUBLIC SAFETY:  5-3-0 
YES:  Jones-Sawyer, Lee, Quirk, Santiago, Wicks 

NO:  Lackey, Bauer-Kahan, Seyarto 

 

ASM HEALTH:  8-4-3 
YES:  Wood, Mayes, Aguiar-Curry, Arambula, Burke, McCarty, Nazarian, Santiago 

NO:  Bigelow, Flora, Maienschein, Waldron 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Carrillo, Luz Rivas, Rodriguez 

 

ASM APPROPRIATIONS:  9-5-2 
YES:  Holden, Bryan, Arambula, Mike Fong, Eduardo Garcia, Quirk, Robert Rivas, Akilah 

Weber, McCarty 

NO:  Bigelow, Megan Dahle, Davies, Fong, Levine 

ABS, ABST OR NV:  Calderon, Gabriel 

 

UPDATED 

VERSION: August 15, 2022 

CONSULTANT:  Sandy Uribe / PUB. S. / (916) 319-3744   FN: 0003492 




