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Bill Summary:  This bill would establish a combined annual hunting and fishing license 

valid for one year from the date of purchase. 

Fiscal Impact:   

 One-time costs of approximately $850,000 (Fish and Game Preservation Fund 
[FGPF]) spread over several years for the Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) 

and the Fish and Game Commission (Commission) to implement this bill. 
o About $50,000 in both 2023 and 2028 for DFW to complete required reports 

for the Legislature. 
o Roughly $100,000 for the Fish and Game Commission to promulgate two sets 

of regulations, one to create a license good for one year from the date of 

purchase (365 license), and one to determine the price of the license. 
o About $200,000 for DFW to amend its contracts associated with the sale of 

hunting and fishing licenses. 
o Roughly $200,000 each year for two years to support 1.5 positions for training 

all licensing agents statewide.  

o About $50,000 for DFW to update the automated license data system. 
 

 These costs would potentially be recovered from the sale of the 365 hunting and 
fishing combined licenses. 

Background:  Existing law requires every person 16 years of age or older who takes 

any fish, reptile or amphibian for any purpose other than profit to first obtain a sport 
fishing license for that purposes, with specified exceptions, and to have that license on 
his or her person or in his or her immediate possession when engaged in carrying out 

any activity authorized by the license. 
 

Existing law requires a resident or a nonresident, 16 years of age or older, upon 
payment of a specified fee, to be issued a sport fishing license for the period of a 
calendar year, or, if issued after the beginning of the year, for the remainder thereof.  

Sport fishing licenses for shorter periods (e.g. 1 and 2 days, among others) are also 
available.  The fee for an annual resident sport fishing license in 2021 is $48.75. 

 
Under existing law, a hunting license grants the privilege to take birds and mammals.  
Existing law requires the Department of Fish and Wildlife (department) to issue an 

annual hunting license to a resident or nonresident upon payment of the applicable fee.  
Under existing law, the annual hunting license is valid for a term of one year from July 1 

to June 30, inclusive, or, if issued after the beginning of the term, for the remainder of 
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the term.  One and two day hunting licenses are also available.  The fee for an annual 
resident hunting license in the 2020/2021 season is $47.25. 

 
Existing law requires the purchase of certain sport fishing validations, stamps and cards 
for specified areas and circumstances which are only good for a calendar year.  These 

include, for example, an ocean enhancement validation.  In addition, certain bag limits, 
are reported annually.  Most, but not all, recreational fisheries are open year round.  

Similarly, the purchase of tags, stamps and validation to take particular game animals in 
season or to participate in certain hunts is also required. 
 

In the last 40 plus years through 2019, there has been a steady decline in annual sport 
fishing license sales.  In the 1970s and into the early 1980s, the number of resident 

annual sport fishing license sales averaged about 2.1 – 2.2 million.  In 2019, the number 
sold was about half of that at just over 1 million.  Hunting has also declined similarly 
over the same time period from roughly 600,000 purchases of annual resident licenses 

in 1970 to about 220,000 in 2019.  These declines occurred at the same time as 
California’s population approximately doubled.  California is not unique in this regard, as 

hunting and angling participation has also declined nationally overall during this time 
period. 
 

More than half of those who purchase an annual resident hunting license already 
purchase an annual resident fishing license.  Every person who purchases a hunting, 

angling or related license from the department has a unique identification tag.  In 
response to an inquiry, the department provided information showing that over half of 
those who purchased a 2020 annual resident hunting license had also purchased a 

2020 annual fishing license.  

Proposed Law:   This bill would establish a combined annual hunting and fishing 

license valid for one year from the date of purchase.  Specifically, this bill would: 

1. Require the department, starting January 1, 2024, to issue a combined annual 
hunting and fishing license. 

2. The combined annual hunting and fishing license authorizes the take of birds, 

mammals, fish, reptiles, or amphibians, as specified, and grants the same 
privileges that are granted under a valid sport fishing license and valid hunting 

license, as provided. The combined annual hunting and fishing license is not 
transferable. 

3. Provide that the combined annual hunting and fishing license does not include 

any special tags, stamps, or other entitlements. 

4. Provide that the combined annual hunting and fishing license is valid for a term of 

one year from the date of purchase of the license, unless revoked for a violation, 
as provided. 

5. Require the department to submit a report to the legislature on or before July 1, 

2023, that among other things, estimates the initial license fee necessary to fully 
recover the cost of developing, implementing, and administering the license and 

associated enforcement activities. 
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6. Require the Fish and Game Commission to determine the amount of the initial 
license fee based upon information in that report. The base fee would be 

applicable commencing on January 1, 2023 and would be adjusted annually for 
inflation. 

7. Require the Fish and Game Commission (commission) to adjust the amount of 

the fee as necessary to fully recover, but not exceed, all reasonable 
administrative and implementation costs of the department and commission 

related to the license. 

8. Require the department to offer the option of auto-renewal for the combined 
annual hunting and fishing license. 

9. Require the department to submit a report to the Legislature evaluating the 
license. 

10. Repeal these provisions on January 1, 2030. 

Related Legislation:   

AB 817 (Wood, 2021) would provide for a 12 consecutive month from date of purchase 
sport fishing license. 

 
AB 1387 (Wood, 2019) would have provided for a 12 consecutive month from date of 

purchase sport fishing license. (This bill was not moved due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and was held in this Committee.) 
 

SB 1311 (Berryhill, 2018) would have authorized a combined annual hunting and fishing 
license. (This bill was held on the Assembly Appropriations Committee suspense file.) 

 
SB 511 (Berryhill, 2018) would have authorized a 12 consecutive month from date of 
purchase sport fishing license. (This bill died on the Assembly floor inactive file.) 

 
SB 187 (Berryhill, 2017) would have authorized a 12 consecutive month from date of 

purchase sport fishing license. (This bill was held on the Assembly Appropriations 
Committee suspense file.) 
 

-- END -- 


