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Bill Summary:  SB 467 would expand the definition of “false evidence” for the purpose 
of habeas corpus relief, as specified, and expand the bases for seeking habeas relief to 
include circumstances in which a reasonable dispute has developed after a person’s 
trial about the scientific basis of expert witness testimony that was relevant to determine 
guilt or punishment. 

*********** ANALYSIS ADDENDUM – SUSPENSE FILE *********** 

The following information is revised to reflect amendments  
adopted by the committee on January 20, 2022 

Fiscal Impact:   

 Department of Justice (DOJ):  The department reports costs of $19,000 in FY 2022-
2023, $36,000 in FYs 2023-2024 and 2024-25, and $9,000 annually thereafter to 
support anticipated workload addressing new habeas petitions seeking relief under 
changes proposed by this bill.  (General Fund) 

 

 Courts:  Unknown, potentially-significant workload cost pressures to adjudicate 
habeas corpus petitions filed under changes proposed by this bill.  While the 
superior courts are not funded on a workload basis, an increase in workload could 
result in delayed court services and would put pressure on the General Fund to 
increase the amount appropriated to backfill for trial court operations.  The 
Governor’s 2022-23 budget proposes to allocate $117.8 million from the General 
Fund to backfill continued reduction in fine and fee revenue for trial court operations.  
(General Fund*) 

 

 Transportation & supervision:  Unknown workload costs in the thousands of dollars 
to the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation to supervise and transport 
individuals in state custody to attend habeas corpus hearings.  Actual costs would 
depend on the number of incarcerated persons who file a petition pursuant to this 
measure and make a prima facie showing that they are entitled to relief and for 
whom remote/video appearances at the proceedings are not exercised.  (General 
Fund) 

 

 Incarceration savings:  Unknown, potentially savings in state incarceration costs for 
individuals who are granted a writ of habeas corpus.  The proposed FY 2020-2021 
per capita cost to detain a person in a state prison is $112,691 annually, with an 
annual marginal rate per person of over $13,000.  The contract bed rate averages to 
about $35,000 annually.  Actual savings would depend on the number of 
incarcerated persons who successful petition the court for relief pursuant to changes 
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proposed by this measure.  Aside from marginal cost savings per individual, 
however, the department would experience an institutional cost savings only if the 
number of persons incarcerated decreased to a level that would effectuate the 
closing of a prison yard or wing.  (General Fund) 

 

 *Trial Court Trust Fund 

Author Amendments:   

 Make a clarifying change to specify that expert opinion testimony includes the 
expert’s conclusion or the facts upon which their opinion is based, rather than 
specifying that disputes include both disputes about the expert’s ultimate conclusion 
and disputes about facts upon which their opinion is based. 

 Add Senator Kamlager as a coauthor. 

-- END -- 


