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SENATE THIRD READING
SB 418 (Laird)

As Amended March 17, 2021
Majority vote

SUMMARY

Extends the sunset for the Planning for Sea Level Rise Database (PSLRD) managed by the
Natural Resources Agency (NRA) from January 1, 2023 to January 1, 2028.

Major Provisions
Extends the PSLRD sunset from January 1, 2023 to January 1, 2028.

COMMENTS

The state's recent Fourth Climate Change Assessment found that climate change impacts in the
coastal zone already are "unprecedented," and will include the direct impacts of sea level rise,
changes in ocean conditions, increased flooding (including from rising groundwater tables, but
also high "king" tides), and other hazards. Sea level rise poses an immediate and real threat to
coastal ecosystems, livelihoods and economies, public access to the coast, recreation, private
property, public infrastructure, water supplies, and the well-being and safety of coastal
communities, including vulnerable populations.

The sea level along the state's coastline is currently predicted to rise by as much as one-half foot
by 2030 and up to 7 feet by 2100. According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, 12.3 million people were employed in coastal California in 2015, earning about
$883.5 billion, which corresponds to over $2 trillion in annual gross domestic product. Just over
two-thirds of the state's residents live in coastal counties. Sea level rise puts this at risk.

In 2014, AB 2516 (Gordon), Chapter 522, Statutes of 2014, established the PSLRD. The
database is overseen by NRA in coordination with the Ocean Protection Council (OPC). The
database provides sea level rise planning information, which includes studies, modeling,
mapping, cost-benefit analysis, vulnerability assessments, adaptation projects as well as statuses
and updates of Local Coastal Programs. The database is an educational tool that is beneficial to
the state, local governments, and the public by showing actions taken to address sea level rise,
enabling a more effective and coordinated response.

Since the PSLRD was established in 2014, the state's efforts to collect and make climate
adaptation and resilience information available to the public have expanded, as have coordinated
efforts between state entities related to climate adaptation and resilience. The Adaptation
Clearinghouse website ("resilientCA.org") came into use in 2018. The information collected for
the PSLRD is now hosted there. (The last PSLRD update on OPC's website is dated August
2018.)

According to the Author

SB 418 will prolong the lifespan of the Planning for Sea Level Rise Database, which has become
an effective educational tool benefitting local governments, communities, and the public.
Unfortunately, the negative impacts of climate change have become commonplace in California.
Communities across the state have been forced to grapple with worsening wildfires, droughts,
and a host of other extreme weather events, sometimes impacting critical infrastructure.
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Sea level rise is an often-overlooked aspect of climate change, but it has the potential to be one
of the most damaging of threats. A 2019 team of U.S Geological Survey scientists found that
even a small increase in sea level rise could be an overwhelming force when a storm hits. This
database includes information on a variety of project details from a host of different public and
private projects; these insights have become a useful tool for stakeholders to stay informed on
the actions taken by relevant entities in their policies to combat sea-level rise. Extending this
sunset provision is necessary to ensure this invaluable educational tool can be used to asses our
most vulnerable infrastructure, and communities.

Arguments in Support

According to the California State Association of Counties, SB 418 will ensure stakeholders at the
forefront of addressing climate change and protecting our coastal communities continue to have
access to this invaluable educational and assessment tool (i.e., the PSLRD). This information
includes various studies, programs, modeling, mapping, cost-benefit analyses, vulnerability
assessments, adaptation assessments, and local coastal programs that have been created to
prepare for sea level rise.

Arguments in Opposition
None received.

FISCAL COMMENTS
According to the Assembly Appropriations Committee:
According to the OPC, the costs of this bill are absorbable under existing programmatic priorities.

However, costs for both the bill establishing the database, AB 2516, (Gordon), Chapter 522,
Statutes of 2014, and the bill subsequently extending its sunset, AB 184 (Irwin) Chapter 338,
Statutes of 2017, were estimated to be $65,000 annually (General Fund) for NRA or OPC to
update and maintain the database. Staff estimates that continuing the database for five years
would have similar state costs, and would result in total costs of $325,000.

VOTES

SENATE FLOOR: 39-0-1

YES: Allen, Archuleta, Atkins, Bates, Becker, Borgeas, Bradford, Caballero, Cortese, Dahle,
Dodd, Durazo, Eggman, Glazer, Gonzalez, Grove, Hertzberg, Hueso, Hurtado, Jones, Kamlager,
Laird, Leyva, Limon, McGuire, Min, Newman, Nielsen, Ochoa Bogh, Pan, Portantino, Roth,
Rubio, Skinner, Stern, Umberg, Wieckowski, Wiener, Wilk

ABS, ABST OR NV: Melendez

ASM NATURAL RESOURCES: 11-0-0
YES: Luz Rivas, Flora, Chau, Friedman, Cristina Garcia, Mathis, McCarty, Muratsuchi,
Seyarto, Stone, Wood

ASM APPROPRIATIONS: 16-0-0
YES: Lorena Gonzalez, Bigelow, Bryan, Calderon, Carrillo, Chau, Megan Dahle, Davies, Fong,
Gabriel, Eduardo Garcia, Levine, Quirk, Robert Rivas, Akilah Weber, Kalra
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