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Bill Summary:  This bill would establish the Resilient Merced County Incentive Pilot 

Program. 

Fiscal Impact:   

 The Department of Conservation (DOC) estimates costs of $78,000 in the first 
year and $68,000 annually ongoing (General Fund or special fund) for contract 

management, as well as an additional one-time cost of $100,000 (General Fund 
or special fund) for a consultant to assist in meeting the bill’s requirements. 

 The Strategic Growth Council (SGC) estimates ongoing costs of $204,000 
annually (General Fund) as well as an additional one-time cost of $250,000 

(General Fund) for consulting to implement this bill. 

 The California Air Resources Board (CARB) estimates minor and absorbable 
costs. 

 Potential unknown, but likely significant, cost pressure to scale the program up 
should the pilot program be successful. 

Background:   

Merced County’s Climate Action Plan.  Merced County’s 2030 General Plan directs the 
county to prepare, maintain, and implement a climate action plan that identifies 

strategies to reduce GHG emissions through land use and transportation planning. The 
plan must address economic and social adaptation to the effects of global and local 
climate change. The General Plan also requires that county operations and actions, as 

well as land use approvals, be consistent with the climate action plan. 
 

In 2018, Merced County released an RFP to hire a consultant to help the county 
complete a countywide GHG inventory, develop a climate action plan, and develop a 
web-based implementation and monitoring tool. Progress developing the climate action 

plan has been significantly slowed due to the Covid-19 pandemic, but Merced County 
tentatively estimates it will adopt the plan next year.   

Proposed Law:  This bill would establish the Resilient Merced County Incentive Pilot 

Program. Specifically, the bill would: 
 
1) Require SGC, in consultation with DOC and CARB, until an unspecified date, to 

develop and implement the Resilient Merced County Incentive Pilot Program for two 
purposes: 
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a) To provide financial and technical assistance to Merced County to support the 
county’s climate action plan development and goals through the use of scenario-

planning tools, including the TerraCount tool, that models the greenhouse gas 
and natural resource implications of different land use development patterns and 
management activities. 

 
b) To provide financial assistance to private landowners to voluntarily implement 

activities resulting from the scenario-planning tool and supported by Merced 
County to help meet its climate goals. 

 

2) Provide that these activities are eligible for grants under SALC, as specified, 
consistent with the requirements for AHSC. 

 
3) Require SGC, on or before an unspecified date, to submit a report to the Legislature 

on the results of the pilot program and a recommendation as to whether to expand 

the program to other areas of the state. 
 

4) Make legislative findings and declarations as to the necessity of a special statute for 
Merced County. 

Related Legislation:   

SB 27 (Skinner) would require CNRA to establish carbon sequestration goals for 

natural and working lands, as provided.  
 

AB 284 (Robert Rivas) would require ARB to identify a 2045 climate goal, with interim 
milestones, for the state’s natural and working lands, as defined, and identify practices, 
policy incentives, market needs, and potential reductions in barriers that would help 

achieve the 2045 climate goal. 
 

AB 564 (Lorena Gonzalez) would establish the Biodiversity Protection and Restoration 
Act and provide that it is the policy of the state that all state agencies, 
boards, and commissions utilize their authorities in furtherance of the biodiversity 

conservation purposes and goals of certain executive orders.  
 

AB 1395 (Muratsuchi) would require the Natural and Working Lands Climate Change 
Implementation Plan to include sequestration targets consistent with achieving carbon 
neutrality. 

Staff Comments: Staff notes that other state programs already support the same or 

similar projects and activities to those the pilot program proposed by this bill would 
support. For example, DOC, SGC, and OPR have offered (and continue to offer as 

funding allows) planning grants to local governments under various programs. DOC 
offered funding under Proposition 68 to local and regional governments to use 
TerraCount in their planning processes. SALC’s planning grant component includes the 

use of TerraCount as a fundable activity. Multiple departments, boards, and 
conservancies under CNRA offer funding for conservation easements to limit 

conversion of natural and working lands. CDFA offers funding under its climate smart 
agriculture programs for various management practices. SGC offers technical 
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assistance to help landowners apply to these climate smart agricultural programs, with a 
dedicated technical assistance provider in Merced County. 

-- END -- 


